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Victor  Keegan  on  the  end  of  work 


Exposing  the  music  business 


Plus:  Monarchy  and  matrimony 


Young 
turn  to 


crime’ 


Alan  Travis 
Home  (Affairs  Editor 


Anew  class  of 
career  criminal 
involving  nearly 
a third  of  young 
men  is  being 
generated  partly 
by  youth  unemployment  ac- 
cording Home  Office  research 
published  last  night 
The  official  study  chal- 
lenges the  Government's  dis- 
missal of  a link  between 
crime  and  joblessness  and 
warns  that  for  the  first  time 
there  is  a generation  of  young 
men  who  are  no  longer 
"growing  out  of  crime”  by 
their  late  teens.  .. 

Instead  growing  numbers  of 
young  men  in  their  twenties 
are  becoming  involved  in 
crime,  particulary  theft  and 
fraud.  By  the  age  of  25  more 
than  30  per  cent  of  young  men 
are  involved  in  some  form  of 
crime  — and  that  excludes  il- 
legal drug  use  or  motoring  of- 
fences — and  the  study  says 
there  is  no  guarantee  that 
they  will  not  go  on  to  a life- 
time of  offending.  They  do 
seem  to  grow  out  of  violence 
and  vandalism. 

The  report  says  the  lack  of 
a prospect  of  a job  is  making 
it  fbr  more  difficult  for  a large 
section  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion to  “grow  up"  and  make 
the  transition  to  responsible 
adulthood. 

The  research,  whose  find- 
ings have  been  sat  on  by 
Home  Office  ministers  for 
months,  is  based  on  2,500  in- 
terviews with  young  people, 
aged  14  to  25.  It  is  the  first 
official  study  of  youth  crime 
levels  not  based  on  police  fig- 
ures, which  do  not  record  un- 
detected crimes. 

The  study.  Young  People 
and  Crime,  also  "explodes  the 
myth"  that  young  black  men 
generally  commit  more  crime 
than  whites  and  Ends  that 
white  teenagers  are  more  in- 
volved in  illegal  drugs  than 
their  black  counterparts. 


Percentage  of  age  group  Involved 
(in  property  theft,  Britain.  1992. 
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About  40  per  cent  of  black  and 
white  young  people  admitted 
having  committed  a crime 
compared  with  25  per  cent  of 
Asian  youngsters. 

But  its  stark  conclusion 
that  a new  generation  of  “per- 
petual adolescents"  is  emerg- 
ing. embedded  in  a criminal 
lifestyle  fuelled  by  heavy  use 
of  alcohol  and  drugs,  is  likelyj 
to  spark  fierce  debate. 

The  Home  Office  study  con- 
cludes: “Young  men  are  find- 
ing it  more  difficult  and  tak- 
ing longer  to  make  the 
transition  to  adulthood.  But 
with  the  declining  number  of 
young  people  In  employment, 
the  capacity  for  the  world  of 
work  to  provide  a rite  of  pas- 
sage for  young  males  has 
diminished.” 

Lack  of  job  prospects  is  part 
of  the  problem,  but  the  Home 
Office  researchers  pinpoint 
other  factors.  In  particular 
the  quality  of  the  relationship 
between  young  people  and 
their  parents  is  seen  as  a key 
factor  in  whether  they  turn  to 
crime.  The  researchers  ob- 
served a higher  rate  of  offend- 
ing among  the  children  of 
single  parents  and  step-fam- 
ilies. But  the  study  finds  only 
a weak  relationship  between 
social  class  and  crime. 

Among  measures  they  advo- 
cate to  help  this  new  genera- 
tion get  out  of  crime  is  better 
preparation  for  early  father- 
hood, classes  fbr  parents  of 
teenagers,  and  temporary 
housing,  training  and  a job. 

The  research  confirms  that 
involvement  in  crime  and 
drug  abuse  is  widespread 
among  those  under  25.  It 
shows  half  of  boys  and  a third 
of  girls  have  been  involved  in 
thefts  or  violent  crime.  Simi- 
lar numbers  admit  using 
drugs  at  some  time. 

It  also  surprisingly  shows 
that  teenage  girls  are  nearly 
as  likely  as  boys  to  be  in- 
volved in  crime.  Twenty  four 
per  cent  of  14-  to  17-year-old 
boys  have  committed  at  least 
one  crime  other  than  drug 
use.  For  those  aged  22  to  25 
the  figure  rises  to  31  per  cent 
For  girls  the  19  per  cent  of  14- 
to  17-year-olds  who  have  been 
involved  in  crime  falls  to  four 
per  cent  by  the  time  they 
reach  .their  mid-20s.  though 
drug  use  continues  at  a high 
level 

“The  research  shows  that 
female  offenders  who  com- 
plete their  education,  leave 
home,  set  up  their  own  inde- 
pendent lifestyle  and  begin  to 
form  families  of  their  own 
have  a high  chance  of  .giving 
up  crime.  For  male  offenders, 
however  these  life  events  do 
not  seem  to  have  the  same  ef- 
fect," it  concludes. 


Leader  comment,  page  B 


Top  togs . . 
men's  wear 


, Italian  fashion  designer  Giorgio  Armani,  flanked  by.  two  models,  acknowledges  the  applause  at  the  end  of  his  aotnmn/winter  1996/97 
show  at  Milan  yesterday.  His  latest  designs  revert  to  the  l950sandT970s 
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Promised  policy  statement  ^ 

‘may  not  spare  PM  fresh  defeat 

ahead  of  Maastricht  review  iF«tAi£AneR7i»A-«w^.,.i 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


THE  Cabinet  yesterday 
capitulated  to  Euro- 
sceptic  pressure  for  a 
tougher  stand  against 
further  European  integration 
when  it  announced  it  will 
issue  a white  paper  on  the 
subject 

But  the  move  may  not  save 
John  Major  from  another  hu- 
miliating Commons  defeat 
ahead  of  the  Maastricht 
review  conference  in  March, 
Tory  rightwingers  warned 
last  night 

MPs  were  caught  off  guard 
by  the  Cabinet’s  unanimous 
decision  to  outline1  what  min- 
isters called  “our  general  ob- 
jectives” for  the  forthcoming 
EU  conference. 

Rightwing  Euro-sceptics 
purred  with  delight  at  the 
concession,  which  they 
intend  to  build  on  as  the 
white  paper  is  drafted  at  the 
Foreign  Office  in  the  weeks 
ahead.  Pro-European  MPs 
gave  it  an  early  welcome, 
while  Labour  and  the  Liberal 
Democrats  jeered  at  “white 
flag,  white  paper”  tactics. 

To  add  to  ministerial  dis- 
comfort, reports  resurfaced 
that  dispirited  senipr  Tory 
MPs,  including  unnamed 
•‘grandees’*,  are  again 
canvassing  ways  of  replacing 
the  Prime  Minister  with 
Michael  Heseltine  without  a 


leadership  contest  — the 
“bloodless  coup"  scenario. 

Mr  Major  was  publicly 
forced  to  denounce  renewed 
speculation  as  “nonsense  in 
the  past  and  nonsense  now”. 
Sir  Marcus  Fox,  chairman  of 
the  1922  committee,  called  the 
rumours  “ludicrous'’,  and 
one  alleged  plotter.  Sir,  Archie 
Hamilton,  told  colleagues 
they  was  "absolute 
gibberish”. 

Westminster  whispers 
about  one  cabinet  member. 
Lord  Cranborne,  Leader  of 
the  Lords,  as  a potential  mal- 
content stung  him  into  an  em- 
phatic statement  of  loyalty.  *T 
owe  the  prime  minister  a 
great  deal,  am  entirely  loyal 
to  him  and  will  continue  to  be 
so.  I will  do  whatever  I can  to 
help  him  and  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  win  the  next  elec- 
tion," he  told  the  Guardian. 
Cabinet  allies  concurred. 

In  reality  most  Tory  MPs, 
even  malcontents,  assume 
that  the  leadership  issue 
remains  a sta  tern  ate,  partly 
because  Mr  Major  is  unlikely 
to  quit,  even  if  the  May  elec- 


* /./ 


tions  results  are  poor.  If  be 
did,  'they  concede,  all  the 
main  contenders,  Kenneth 
Clarke,  the  “two  Michaels"  — 
Heseltine  and  Portillo  — and 
John  Redwood,  are  currently 
seen  as  damaged  goods. 

Leadership  plots,  however 
remote,  are  demoralising  for 
embattled  ministers.  But 
Europe  is  a much  more  dan- 
gerous matter.  Many  MPs  as- 
sume that,  as  before  the  Maas- 
tricht negotiation  in  1991,  Mr 
Major  will  seek  a formal  Com- 
mons endorsement  for  the  po- 
sition taken  by  the  white 
paper,  or  be  forced  into  one. 


‘If  they  were  to  lose  the  vote  [on  the 
forthcoming  white  paper]  their  European 
policy  would  be  in  tatters.’ 

— Tory  Euro-sceptic 


In  public  one  leading  scep- 
tic, Bin  Cash,  welcomed  the 
white  paper.  “The  Govermn- 
nent  is  to  be  congratulated. 
The  move  should  remove  a 
great  deal  of  uncertainty 
about  the  Government's 
European  policy'1.  In  private, 
sceptics  warned  against  soggy 
language  designed  to  paper 
over  the  cracks,  and  were 
quick  to  demand  a chance  to 
debate  its  contents. 

Mr  Major  and  his  foreign 
secretary,  Malcolm  Rifkind, 
whose  rhetoric  is  increas- 
ingly sceptical,  have  laid  out 
British  resistance  to  any 
sweeping  extensions  of  EU 
competence  for  the  year-long 
inter-governmental  confer- 
ence (IGC),  due  to  open  in 
Turin  on  March  29  and  to 
review  the  workings  of  the 
Maastricht  Treaty. 

Such  items  as  a refusal  to 
extend  qualified  majority  vot- 
ing (QMV)  into  such  sensitive 
policy  fields  as  the  environ- 
ment, resistance  to  greater 
powers  for  the  EU  court,  the 
Strasbourg  parliament  and 
the  Commission,  are  rela- 
tively easy  for  Tories  to  sup- 
port — the  “the  lowest  com- 
mon denominator,”  as 
Labour's  Robin  Cook  put  it 
last  night 

Far  trickier  for  ministers  to 
finesse  with  sceptics  are  key 
Franco-German  a trim  such  as 
the  closer  integration  of  for- 
eign, defence  and  immigra- 
tion policy  “pillars”  and  long- 
term reform  of  farm,  budget 
and  fisheries  policies. 

A defeat  would  not  bring 
the  government  down,  or 
even  change  the  policy,  but 
would  be  a far  more  serious 
blow  to  its  morale  and  cohe- 


sion than  List  month's  Com- 
mons defeat  on  the  EU  fish- 
eries policy.  "If  they  were  to 
lose  the  vote  their  European 
policy  would  be  in  tatters," 
one  Tory  sceptic  predicted. 

Mr  Major  will  use  a big 
speech  in  the  Midlands  today 
to  defend  the  enterprise  cul- 
ture as  having  a far  broader 
meaning  for  individual  suc- 
cess than  mere  business 
culture. 


Rebel 

chief 

eludes 

Yeltsin 


David  Hearst  in  Moscow 
James  Meek  in  Kemiyurt, 
Dagestan,  and 
Chris  Nuttall  in  Ankara 


SALMAN  Raduyev, 

leader  of  the  “Lone 
Wolf"  gang  that  defied 
the  might  of  the  Russian 
army,  appeared  last  night  to 
have  escaped  after  Russia 
overcame  the  List  pockets  of 
Chechen  rebel  resistance  in 
the  destroyed  village  of  Per- 
vomayskaya,  Dagestan. 

The  10-day  crisis  ended  as  it 
had  begun,  in  confusion  and 
disbelief  Smirking  grimly  in 
the  Kremlin,  President  Boris 
Yeltsin  claimed  to  have 
"taught  Dudayev  a lesson"  — 
a reference  to  the  Chechen 
separatist  leader,  Dzhokhar 
Dudayev.  Mr  Yeltsin  claimed 
82  hostages  held  by  the  gang 
in  the  village  had  been  freed 
and  153  Chechen  rebels  killed, 
with  28  captured.  He  said  26 
Russian  soldiers  had  died. 

The  Russian  military  also 
claimed  that  dozens  of  the 
Chechen  gunmen  had  been 
killed  during  an  attempted 
breakout  from  Pervomays- 
kaya.  Like  the  other  state- 
ments, this  could  not  be  inde- 
pendently verified.  Foreign 
journalists  were  moved  away 
from  the  scene  on  Wednesday. 

General  Anatoli  Kulikov, 
the  minister  of  the  interior, 
confirmed  that  his  forces 
were  still  looking  for  Mr  Ra- 
duyev.  But  Mr  Yeltsin  was 
undaunted.  “All  bandits  have 
been  exterminated,  if  no  one 
is  biding  underground." 

Mr  Yeltsin  claimed  Pervo- 
mayskaya  was  a secret  Du- 
dayev base,  prepared  long  ago 
with  concrete  bunkers, 
underground  shelters,  a net- 
work of  hidden  trenches  and 
tunnels  and  heavy  weapons. 

On  Wednesday,  with  only 
28  hostages  free,  the  Russian 
authorities  said  they  were 
certain  virtually  all  the 
remaining  hostages  were 
dead  and  began  an  indis- 
criminate artillery  barrage. 
The  Russian  security  ser- 
Tura  to  page  3,  column  4 


Aid  hinges  on  reform,  page  6 


Sita  would  be 
glad  to  collect 
her  water  from 
a stand  pipe 


America  mourns  the  passing  of  Minnesota  Fats,  and  with  him  the  world  of  shady  pool  room  operators 


Jonathan  Freodftand 
in  Washington 


AMERICA’S  pool  players 
were  last  night  mourn- 
ing the  game’s  greatest 
name,  after  the  death  of  the 
man  they' called  The  Hus- 
tler — Minnesota  Fats. 

A dandy-  dresser  whose 
and  shrewdness  took 
him.  from  the  seedy  pool 
halls  of  New  York  to  Holly- 
wood fame,  Minnesota  Fats 


died  at  his  home  in  Nash- 
ville yesterday,  apparently 
from  congestive  heart  fail- 
ure. He  was  83. 

Once  called  the  Muham- 
mad Ali  of  pool  Minnesota 
Fats  was  more  admired  for 
his  flamboyance  than  his 
raw  ability.  “He  was  never 
the  best  pool  player  in  the 
world  — hot  he  was  the 
most  colourful,  and  the  best 
ambassador  for  the  game." 

said  Kirstita  Pires,  spokes- 
woman for  the  Billiard 


Congress  of  America. 

His  'real  name  was 
Rudolph  Wanderone,  and 
be  had  little  connection 
with  Minnesota.  He  simply 
merged  his  identity  with 
the  Minnesota  Fats  charac- 
ter played  by  Jackie  Glea- 
son in  the  1961  movie  The 
Hustler  — contrary  to  the 
widespread  belief  that  the 
character  had  been  based 
on  him.  Wanderone  bad 
been  known  as  New  York 
Fats  or  Triple-Smart  Fats  — 


in  honour  of  his  bulk  and 
bis  gambling  acumen. 

Minnesota  Fats  never 
drank  or  smoke.  The 
reason  was  simple:  ”1  never 
took  the  first  drink.” 

His  bravado-  was  enough 
to  scare  off  the  competi- 
tion. He  once  said  he  was 
the  best  in  the  world  at  five 
things:  cards,  pool,  talking 
— and  he  wouldn’t  name 
the  other  two-. 

From  the  1930s  to  the 
lOfifVc  Minnesota  Fats  was 


without  rival,  winning  high 
stakes  across  the  country. 

trademark  garb  was 
dapper  sheer  shirts,  a bow- 
tie  and  a velvet-trim  collar. 
His  former  wife  Eleanora 
recalled  that  even  his  wad 
of  dollar  bills  was  kept 
neat,  folded  and  pristine. 

“It’s  a great  loss,”  said 
Ms  Pires.  "He  represented 
the  history  of  the  pool 
world.  Now  there  aren't 
any  of  the  shady 
character*/' 
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Simon  Hoggart 


THE  HOME  Secretary 
made  a statement  yester- 
day on  the  shackling  of 
pregnant  woman  prisoners. 
The  Tories  are  split  on  the 
issue. 

There  are  those  who  sup- 
port the  idea  that  women  in 
labour  (or  indeed  women  in 
New  Labour.)  should  be 
chained  up.  There  are  those, 
on  the  other  band,  who  think 
their  new  bom  babies  should 
be  manacled  as  well,  just  in 
case  they  try  anything  on. 

After  Mr  Howard's  state- 
ment. Jack  Straw  rose. I’m 
afraid  Mr  Straw  has  not  yet 
learned  his  lesson.  When  you 
have  the  Home  Secretary  at 
your  mercy,  you  should  use 
the  surgical  approach  rather 
than  the  bludgeon. 

Imitate  the  more  sophisti- 
cated serial  killers — don't  try 
to  crush  his  skull:  instead, 
slice  him  delicately  into  sepa- 
rate pieces  and  boU  them  up, 
to  be  et^oyed  at  leisure  later. 

But  Mr  Straw  gets  himself 
into  an  indignant  froth.  He 
can't  help  it  “Humiliating 
retreat . . . panic  after  an  ava- 
lanche of  bad  publicity . . . 
public  outrage . . . ministerial 
bungling."  he  raved. 

The  motormouth  approach 
doesn't  work  because  there 
are  many  Tory  backbenchers 
who  are  deeply  uneasy  about 
Mr  Howard  and  his  myriad 
misjudgmen ts-  Ranting  gets 
them  off  the  hook,  enabling 
them  to  join,  in  the  general 
abuse  of  Mr  Straw  and  so  hide 
their  own  misgivings. 

But.  as  ever.  Mr  Straw 
plunged  desperately  onward. 
He  demanded  "a  wider  apol- 
ogy for  the  brutal  and  unnec- 
essary humiliation  Inflicted  . 
upon  many  women”. 

At  which  point  Mr  Michael 
Fabricant  shouted:  “They  are 
convicted  criminals!’ ' Which 
is  true;  some  are  desperadoes 
who  have  viciously  failed 
to  pay  their  TV  licences. 

Conservatives  then  began 
aga  in  the  weird  ceremony,  in 
which  they  all  take  turns  to 


First  night 


congratulate  each  other. 
Given  the  polls,  thic  may  be 
connected  with  seppuku.  Jap- 
anese ritual  suicide. 

Teresa  Gorman  (C.  Biller- 
icay)  praised  AnnWidde- 
oombe,  the  badger-shaped 
junior  minister  who  origi- 
nally got  Mr  Howard  into  this 
mess.  “The  honesty  and  open- 
ness she  has  displayed  In 
much  appreciated  by  the  pub- 
lic — people  who  are  in  for 
crimes  should  be  restrained,” 
she  announced,  apparently 
having  not  listened  to  a word 
Mr  Howard  had  said,  since  the 
burden  of  his  statement  was 
the  exact  opposite.  “You  have, 
characteristically,  made  a 
number  of  cogent  points, ” Mr 
Howard  oiled  back.  Perhaps 
he  had  not  been  listening  to 
his  statement  either. 

Mr  Fabricant  leapt  up.  “We 
are  not  discussing  innocent 
young  gals!”  he  exclaimed. 
“We  are  discussing  convicted 
criminals!  And  we  are  not 
talking  about  balls  and  chains, 
but  light  manacles!”  Or 
"Bondage  Lite”  as  we  image 
consultants  call  it 

He  implied  that  we  need 
even  fiercer  tetters.  Scold's 
bridles  and  ducking  stools 
were  too  good  for  these  gals. 

Jacques  Arnold  (C.  Graves- 
end) had  been  let  out  of  his 
coffin  to  make  a rare  daylight 
appearance.  He  called  for 
more  restraints.  “They  are 
either  convicted  criminal^  or 
remanded  in  custody,"  he 
croaked,  his  words  emerging 
in  a pale  swirl  of  dust  He 
abused  Emma  Nicholson  too, 
and  it  is  true  that  seeing  her  in 
an  Alabama  chain  gang, 
breaking  rocks,  would  glad- 
den many  Tory  hearts. 

The  most  horrible  query 
was  from  Norman  Godman 
(Lab,  Greenock),  about  a Scot- 
tish prisoner  who  bad  “to 
undergo  an  operation  for 
haemorrhoids  manacled  to  a 
prison  officer — who  was  him- 
self masked  and  gagged.” 

Imagine  having  your  piles 
sliced  off  while  chained  to 
Hannibal  Lector!  There  was 
nothing  more  to  be  said,  and 
Mr  Howard  finished. 

Earlier,  the  Prime  Minister 
denied  there  was  a secret  con- 
spiracy to  drive  him  from 
office.  He  sounded  very  confi- 
dent, but  obviously,  he  would 
be  the  last  person  to  know.  He 
is  in  the  position  of  a man  who 
denies  his  wife  is  having  an 
affair,  because  he  can’t  actu- 
ally see  the  bare  toes  under  the 
curtain. 
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Mick  Wbitour,  Chief 
PoRtlcal  Correspondent 


TONY  Blair  yesterday 
rejected  Tory  dabnc 
that  his  vision  of  a 
Stakeholder  economy 
handed  greater  power  to 
unions,  corporations  or  Inter- 
est groups. 

The  Labour  leader  told  a 
1.000-strong  audience  in 
Derby  that  be  welcomed  the 
way  his  vision  of  a stake- 
holder economy  now  lay  at 
the  heart  of  the  political 
battlefield,  but  accused  the 
Tories  of  clouding  tbe  debate. 

Speaking  at  his  first  public 
meeting  since  his  phrase 
came  to  grip  political  debate, 
be  threw  back  Tory  criticism 


of  bis  slogan,  arguing:  'To  the 
Tory  economy,  the  no  stake 
economy,  they  do  not  mind 
millions  in  dead  end  jobs  with 
no  career  prospects  . . . They 
promised  tbe  classless  soci- 
ety. They  delivered  a two- 
nation  Britain.  The  stake- 
holder economy  is  about 
making  us  one  nation  again." 

He  claimed  there  was 
already  widespread  business 
support  for  his  ideas,  citing 
companies  such  John  Lewis, 
Rover,  Marks  and  Spencer 
and  BP.  He  said  that  several 
prominent  business  advisors 
“saw  competitiveness  and 
success  comes  from  a stakes 
holder  approach.  The  great 
lesson  they  draw  from  their 
research  is  that  companies 
that  treat  their  workers  as 


Good  ... 
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partners  are  the  ones  that 
succeed." 

In  remarks  likely  to  be  con- 
trasted with  recent  interpre- 
tations by  union  leaders.  Mr 
Blair  said:  “The  stakeholder 
economy  is  the  key  to  prepar- 
ing our  people  and  business 
for  vast  economic  and  techno- 
logical change.  It  is  not  about 
giving  power  to  corporations 
or  unions  or  interest  groups. 
It  is  about  giving  power  to 
you;  the  individual." 

The  shadowy  chancellor. 
Gordon  Brown,  stressed  that 


legal  reforms  may  eventually 
play  a role  in  bringing  about 
a stakeholder  economy,  but 
they  would  not  be  the  starting 
point. 

Labour  also  moved  to 
appropriate  the  Tory  vision  of 
an  employee/shareholder 
economy,  claiming  the  Tories 
had  failed  to  spread  share- 
holding among  staff,  despite 
legislation. 

Mr  Blair  was  suppported  by 
a speech  from  his  City  spokes- 
man. Alistair  Darling,  wbo 
called  for  a big  increase  in 


‘Nazi’  attack  kills  1 0 in  Germany 


employee  share  ownership. 

He  said  it  would  offer  born 
motivation  and  reward  for 
success.  It  should  no  longer 
be  regarded  as  an  optional 
extra  but  the  norm  in  a 
dynamic  economy - 
‘The  importance  of  secur- 
ing participation  by  the  work- 
force ...  is  a major  part  of  the 
philosophy  of  stakeholding. 
Mr  Darling  said. 

"That  does  not  need  more 
laws,  more  rules  or  more 
regulation.  Many  firms  under- 
stand and  practice 


Reincarnation  of 
Wildean  insight 


Michael  Biilington 


An  Meal  Husband 

Theatre  Royal,  Hay  market 

PETER  HALL'S  superb 
production  of  Wilde's  An 
Ideal  Husband  was  first 
seen  at  the  Globe  in  1993.  It  is 
now  revived,  with  the  original 
cast  Virtually  intact;  a j ust 
return  since  it  finds  new  lay- 
ers of  meaning  in  a play  that 
has  always  been  seen  as  an 
awkward  mixture  of  melo- 
drama and  bons  mots. 

Hall's  approach  is  to  treat 
Wilde's  melodrama  as  force 
and  his  comedy  as  fundamen- 
tally serious.  The  basic  plot 
concerns  Mrs  Cheveley’s  at- 
tempt to  blackmail  Sir  Robert 
ChUtern,  a rising  politician, 
into  endorsing  a fraudulent 
Argentinian  canal  scheme  be- 
cause she  knows  that  his  own 
fortune  was  built  on  a piece  of 
dishonest  Insider  trading. 

There  is  an  eternal  topical- 
ity about  the  idea  that  a moral- 
ising politician  is  a whited 
sepulchre.  There  is  also  some- 
thing eerily  prophetic  — the 
play  first  appeared  in  1895  just 
before  Wilde’s  own  downfall 
— with  tlte  obsession  with 
blackmail,  scandal  and  double 
lives.  But  Hall  shrewdly  treats 
the  third  act  with  its  eaves- 
droppings,  mistaken  identi- 
ties mid  eventual  routing  of 
the  scheming  Mrs  Ch  eve  ley. 
as  a piece  of  riotous  comedy 
that  allows  us  to  swallow  its 
creaking  contrivances. 

What  makes  this  a land- 
mark in  modern  Wilde  pro- 
ductions ts  Hall's  uncovering 
of  the  author's  deep-seated 
charity  and  compassion.  He 
does  this  by  treatingthe 
Wildean  figure  of  Lord  Goring 
not  as  the  usual  vehicle  for 


epi  grams  but  as  a man  of 
extraordinary  sanity  and 
kindness.  In  Martin  Shaw's 
impeccable  performance,  he 
reminds  me  of  Baudelaire's 
observation  that  "dandyism  is 
the  last  flicker  of  heroism  in 
decadent  ages". 

Physically,  even  down  to 
the  buttonhole,  Shaw  is 
almost  a reincarnation  of 
Wilde  himself)  a fleshy  figure 
who  looks  like  a slightly  de- 
bauched Adonis.  But  under 
the  lazy-lidded  eyes  and  the 
ironic  hand -on-hip  stance, 
Shaw  reveals  Lord  Goring’s 
profound  humanity.  When  he 
tells  Lady  Chlltern.  who 
places  her  husband  on  an 
impossible  pedestal,  that 
“nobody  is  incapable  of  doing 
a foolish  thing,  nobody  is  inca- 
pable of  doing  a wrong  thing,” 
he  reminds  us  that  the  art  of 
the  dandy  is  to  hide  his  good- 
ness and  wisdom  under  a 
mask  of  affectation. 

Shaw's  performance  is  the 
moral  fulcrum  on  which 
everything  else  depends.  And 
it  is  accompanied  by  fine  work 
from  Anna  Carteret  as  the 
conniving  Mrs  Cheveley,  from 
David  Yelland  as  the  hollow 
pillar  of  public  rectitude.  Sir 
Robert  Chiltern,  and  from 
Penny  Downie,  the  main  new- 
comer to  the  cast  as  his  wife. 

We  tend  to  treat  Wilde's 
melodramas  as  dressy 
charades,  all  style  and  no  sub- 
stance. But  Hall’s  production 
reminds  us  that  Wilde  was  not 
writing  about  the  divorce  be- 
tween public  and  private  mo- 
rality or  the  Victorian  worship 
of  wealth,  but  about  the  need 
for  charity  and  love  in  human 
affairs.  And  given  Wilde's 
tragic  fete,  the  message  here 
acquires  a moving  resonance. 

This  review  appeared  in  Idler 

editions  yesterday  ■ 


Three  held  as 
hostel  for 
asylum-seekers 
goes  up  in  flames 

Ian  Traynor  in  Bonn 


AT  LEAST  10  immi- 
grants and  asylum- 
seekers  died  in  an  in- 
ferno at  their  homes 
in  tbe  north  German  port  of 
Lubeck  yesterday  in  what  ap- 
peared to  be  the  worst  racist 
in  Germany  since  the  war. 

Three  young  neo-Nazis 
from  eastern  Germany  were 
being  questioned  by  police 
last  night  on  suspicion  of 
murder  and  arson.  They  were 
found  within  100  yards  of  the 
blase  at  4am  just  after  tbe  fire 
started.  Initially  stopped  by 
police,  they  were  then 
brought  in  for  questioning 
yesterday. 

Police  said  the  three  males, 
aged  16  to  21,  at  least  one  of 
them  a skinhead,  were  “well- 
known  to  them”  and . that 
police  had  seen  them  driving 
to  the  scene  before  the  blaze- 
If  confirmed  as  an  arsoi 
attack,  the  incident  would 
mark  by  far  the  worst  atroc 
ity  in  the  wave  of  anti-for- 
eigner violence  perpetrated 
by  neo-Nazis  in  Germany 
since  unification  in  1990, 
more  than  doubling  at  a 
stroke  the  death  tolL 

‘It’s  a terrible  catastrophe, 
the  worst  in  our  city,"  said 
Lubecfe's  mayor,  Michael 
Bouteiller. 

Rescue  workers  expected 
the  death  toll  to  rise.  They 
said  that  a family  with  sev- 
eral children  resident  in  tbe 
hostel’s  attic  were  missing. 
The  rescue  team  was  unable 
to  reach  tbe  attic  because  of 
tbe  danger  of  collapse  of  tbe 
gutted  four-storey  building  in 
the  town  centre.  The  10  con- 
firmed dead  included  four 
children  after  a two-year-old 
girl  died  in  hospital  last 
night 

She  was  injured  when  her 
mother,  clutching  the  infant, 
jumped  to  her  death  from  an 
upper  storey. 

Another  20  people  were 
seriously  injured  in  the  in- 
ferno which  started  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  took 
firefighters  four  hours  to 
bring  under  control.  Many  of 
them  were  hurt  leaping  to 
safety. 

The  large,  white,  turn -of- tbe 
century  house  accommodated 
mainly  Africans  seeking 
asylum  as  well  as  refuge-seek- 
ers from  the  Middle  East  and 
some  ethnic  Germans  from 
eastern  Europe. 

Last  night  grief-stricken, 
nervous,  and  angry  Lubeck 
Africans  gathered  outside  the 
house  shell,  marching  in  pro- 
test and  bearing  placards. 
“We  are  human  beings  too.” 
they  proclaimed.  They  were 
joined  by  500  Germans  bear- 
ing flowers  and  candles.  Sev- 


Alistair Darting:  favoured 
cultural,  not  legal  change 

stakeholding . a^eady.  .but 
more  is  required.  What  is 
needed  is  a change  of  culture.  - 

However,  Peter  LiHey.  the 
Social  Security  Secretary,  res- 
ponded by  claiming  the  num- 
ber of  individual  sharehold- 
ers had  increased  from  3 
million  to  10  million  under 

the  Conservative  govern- 
ments. 

••Nine  out  of  10  employees  m 
BT,  British.  Gas  and  British 
Aerospace  got  shares  In  their 
companies.  ■ Labour  opposed 
these  opportunities . ' ’ 


Portillo  faces 
dilemma  over 
strings  on  big 

Gulf  arms  deal 


A woman  cries  in  front  of  the  asylum-seekers'  home  in  Lubeck  that  was  set  on  fire  early  yesterday  morning,  killing  at 
Least  10  people.  Firemen  (below)  took  four  hours  to  control  the  blaze  photographs;  Christo?  stache.  mchael  probst 


eral  hundred  Germans 
marched  in  an  anti-racist 
demonstration  in  the  nearby 
city  of  Hamburg. 

A visibly  shaken  President 
Roman  Herzog  said  that  if  the 
tragedy  was  confirmed  to  be 
caused  by  racist  violence,  he 
would  raise  the  issue  of  in- 
creased police  powers.  “We 
will  respect  tbe  rights  of  the 
perpetrators,  but  we  also  need 
to  protect  the  human  rights  of 
the  victims." 

The  speed  with  which  the 
fire  spread  and  the  fact  that  it 
broke  out  in  several  points  at 
once  suggested  an  arson 
attack,  police  said,  although 
they  did  not  rule  out  a more 
innocent  cause. 

Winfried  Tabarelli,  the  Lu- 
beck CID  chief,  said  it  was  too 
early  to  say  whether  the  three 
Germans  would  be  charged, 
but  the  state  prosecutors  in 
Schleswig-Holstein  said  they 
expected  to  open  an  investiga- 
tion into  murder  and  arson. 

Police  spotted  the  trio  driv- 
ing to  Lubeck  before  the  fire 
from  the  neighbouring  state 
of  Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
in  what  used  to  be  east  Ger- 
many, 30  minutes  away  by 
car. 

Lubeck.  a pretty  northern 


port  best  known  for  its  marzi- 
pan and  as  the  native  town  of 
the  writer  Thomas  Mann,  has 
suffered  some  of  the  most  no- 
torious racist  attacks  oF  the 
past  few  years. 

On  the  Jewish  Passover 
holiday  two  years  ago.  the 
town's  synagogue  was  fire- 
bombed  in  the  first  attack  an 
a Jewish  house  of  prayer  in 
modem  times  in  Germany. 
The  synagogue  was  fire- 
bombed  again  last  year  and 
letter  bombs  believed  to  be 
sent  by  neo-Nazis  mainly  in 
Austria  but  also  in  Germany 
have  also  exploded  in  the 
port. 

"It's  disastrous  that  Lubeck 
is  back  in  the  headlines  for 
this  after  the  two  synagogue 
attacks."  said  Helde  Simonis. 
Social  Democrat  prime  minis- 
ter of  Schleswig-Holstein. 

The  incident  occurred  only 
days  after  President  Ezer 
Weizman  of  Israel  told  a joint 
session  of  the  German  parlia- 
ment that  Germany  had  to 
"watch  every  stirring  of  rac- 
ism and  smash  every  stirring 
of  neo-Nazism,  have  the  cour- 
age to  identify  these  elements, 
and  tear  them  up  at  the  roots 
before  they  grow  and 
flourish." 


David  Hirst  m Beirut  and 
David  FflirhaP  in  London 

ILLED  as  the  last  great 

arms  deal  of  the  century, 

a purchase  of  £4  billion  worth* 
of  long-range  strike  aircraft 
by  the  United  Arab  Emirates 
is  threatening  to  entangle 
Britain  in  unwelcome  mili- 
tary commitments  that  could 
involve  subjecting  British 
troops  to  the  laws  of  an  Arab 
state. 

In  return  for  their  lucrative 
contract  — denoted  in  US  cur- 
rency at  $6  billion  — the 
Emirates  are  demanding  not 
only  military  support  should 
they  come  under  attack,  but 
jurisdiction  over  foreign 
troops  on  their  territory. 

France,  hoping  to  sell  Mi- 
rage 2000  or  Rafale  aircraft, 
has  pledged  itself  — should  it 
get  the  contract  — to  come  to 
tiie  Gulf  states'  rescue  with 
its  70,000-strong  Rapid  Reac- 
tion Force. 

UAE  officials  insist  that 
Britain  match  the  pact  which 
the  UAE  concluded  with 
France  in  December,  both  as 
regards  jurisdiction  over  for- 
eign  troops  — on  which 
France  has  met  Its  demands 
— and  tbe  extent  of  treaty 
commitments  to  its  defence. 

Britain,  currently  develop- 
ing a reaction  force  of  its  own, 
is  close  to  concluding  a mem- 
orandum of  understanding  on 
defence  cooperation  with  the 
UAE,  But  the  Defence  Secre- 
tary, Michael  Portillo,  who 
made  a flying  visit  to  Abu 
Dhabi  just  after  Christmas, 
has  balked  at  putting  his 
troops  under  foreign  law.  On 
the  contrary,  he  said  he  was. 
seeking  a formula  “consistent 
with  the  tradition  of  armed 
forces  being  responsible  to  ' 
their  own  governments  when 
they  are  in  the  service  of 
those  governments,  even  in 
another  country.  ” 

The  Defence  Secretary  also 
faces  the  dilemma  of  whether 
to  offer  the  Emirates  refur- 
bished Tornados  surplus  to 
RAF  requirements  or  — as 
British  Aerospace  and  its  in- 
dustrial partners  in  Germany 
and  Italy  would  prefer  — 
newly  built  Tornado  GR4  air- 
craft.  These,  BAe  hopes, 
would  lead  to  later  orders  for 
the  Eurofighter. 

The  UAE  is  said  to  want  80 
strike  aircraft,  though 
whether  it  can  make  military 
use  of  such  a force  is  doubtiUi 
The  United  States  is  bidding 
for  the  same  order  with  F-l6s 
(which  could  also  be  refur- 
bished surplus  aircraft)  or  F- 
15Es. 

The  aircraft  deal  is  the 
main  prize  the  three  Western 
allies,  anxious  to  boost  their 
troubled  arms  industries,  are 
trying  to  wrest  from  a Gulf 
market  already  saturated 
with,  and  increasingly  resent- 
ful of,  superfluous  weaponry. 


£4bn  flight  of  fancy,  page  7 


Clarke  bonus  as  lottery  tax 
looks  set  to  take  £700m 


David  Hencke 


Kenneth  ciarke  is 
emerging  as  the  biggest 
winner  from  the  National  Lot- 
tery. with  his  revenue  nearly 
doubling  to  £700  million  a 
year  from  the  game- 
Figures  from  the  Inland  Rev- 
enue reveal  the  Treasury’s  take 
from  the  lottery  in  the  four 
months  after  its  launch  was 


£104  million  against  an  ex- 
pected £60  million  The  Trea- 
sury expects  io  make  £700  mil- 1 
Hon  a year  from  tiie  game. 

The  lottery  bonus  is  In  sharp 
contrast  to  Mr  Clarke's  two 
other  new  taxes.  Revenue  from 
air  passenger  duty  was  £84  mit 
1km  compared  with  an  ex- 
pected £106  million.  Insurance 
premium  tax  brought  in  £117 
million  compared  with  an  esti- 
mated £280  million. 


If  you  want  to  speed  your  rise  up  the  corporate  ladder,  CATTs  new 
management  development  programmes  could  provide  the  catalyst  you  need. 
Developed  by  The  Open  College,  the  UK’s  loading  skills  development  and 
training  provider,  CATT  distance  learning  enables  you  to  study  at  home 
without  the  need  to  attend  workshops  or  seminars.  Each  study  programme 
comes  comptete  with  comprehensive  learning  material  and  fast  access  to 
tutorial  support.  For  details  of  the  new  CATT  Management  Development 
Series,  comptete  the  coupon  or  call  Linda  Evans  on; 

■0161  434  0007  • 
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UFE  BUT  NOT  AS  WE  KNOW  IT:  Astronomers  have  found  plausible  abodes  for  our  extraterrestrial  neighbours,  35  light  years  from  Earth 

Planet  Goldilocks  a haven  for  life  out  there 


I A brief  historyo^ime 


Jefferson 


Earthlings  observe  wildlife  on  Neptune  in  H.  Wesso's  Amazing  Stories,  published  in  1929 


‘If  there  are  creatures  there  they  are 
going  to  be  short  and  fat,  not  long 
and  thin  like  us.  They  will  be  more 
like  crabs  than  sheep  and  would 
move  by  scuttling  sideways’ 


Tbit  Radford 
Science  Editor 


US  ASTRONOMERS 
have  discovered 
two  planets  orbit- 
ing stars  85  light 
years  away  which 
could  support  the  formation 
of  life.  Yesterday  they  christ- 
ened one  of  them  Goldilocks. 

The  two  planets  were  de- 
tected by  sophisticated  tech- 
niques which  analysed  “wob- 
bles” in  the  period  of  the 
parent  stars  70  VirginJs,  in 
the  constellation  Virgo,  and 
47  UMa  in  Ursa  Major,  the  Big 
Dipper.  The  find  was  an- 
nounced by  Geoffrey  Marcy  of 


San  Francisco  State  Universi- 
ty and  researcher  Paul  But- 
ler, at  a meeting  of  astrono- 
mers in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

"We  have  tentatively  nick- 
named one  of  these  planets 
Goldilocks  because  Jeff  said 
to  me  one  night,  this  one  is 
just  right,"  Dr  Butler  said 
yesterday.  “I  said  it  must  be 
Goldilocks." 

No  one  has  actually  seen 
either  planet.  Their  mass  and 
orbit  have  to  be  estimated 
from  the  shifts  in  the  spectral 
light  from  the  stars.  Jupiter, 
for  example,  produces  a 12.5 
metres  per  second  wobble  in 
the  sun’s  orbit 

Using  .similar  techniques, 
astronomers  had  already 


claimed  two  other  planet  dis- 
coveries in  other  constella- 
tions. One  — orbiting  a pul- 
sar, or  neutron  star  — could 
not  be  a home  to  any  recog- 
nisable form  of  life.  Another, 
51  Pegasl  spotted  in  the  Pega- 
sus constellation  last  year  by 
two  Swiss  astronomers  and 
confirmed  by  Prof  Marcy  and 
Dr  Butler  a week  later,  was 
the  first  “solar  system-type" 
planet  to  be  detected,  but  was 
too  massive,  too  close  to  it’s 
parent  star  and  therefore,  at 
l.OOOC.toohot. 

But  70  Vir  and  47  UMa  are 
another  story.  “The  stare  are 
very  like  the  sun.  The  orbits 
are  not  unlike  the  Earth’s 
orbit  One  of  them  orbits  at 
about  half  the  Earth-sun  dis- 
tance. One  of  them  orbits  at 
about  twice  the  Earth-sun  dis- 
tance. So  they  both  are  in  a 
region  where  you  would  ex- 
pect liquid  water  to  be  able  to 
exist"  Dr  Butler  said. 

'Hie  real  significance  of  the 
find  may  simply  be  that  there 
are  Earth-like  planets  out 
there.  There  is  nothing 


special  about  Earth.  . If  life  can 
exist  arise  on  one  planet 
around  one  star  In  one  gal- 
axy. then  it  could  happen  on 
billions  of  such  planets.. 

But  until  late  last  year,  no 
one  had  detected  any  candi- 
date planets.  Now  there  are 


Marcy.  "The  answer  is  no. 
Planets  aren't  rare,  after  alL” 


the  raw  materials  for  life.  The 
universe  is  rich  tn  oxygen, 
hydrogen,  carbon,  calcium, 
iron  and  surprisingly  rich  In 
organic  chemicals.  More  than 
100  complex  chemicals  — in- 
cluding alcohol  in  awesome 
quantities  — have  been  iden- 
tified in  the  dust  between  the 
stars  or  in  meteorite  material. 
But  conditions  have  to  be 
‘‘just  right"  for  complex 
chemicals  to  turn  into  com- 
plex. self-replicating  proteins 
and  then  cells.  It  happened  on 
Earth  — sometimes  called  the 
“Goldilocks  planet". 


Extraterrestrial 

life  has  been  bothering 
earth  hound  scientists  for 
about  2,000  years.  Lucre- 
tius, the  Roman  thinker, 
speculated  in  De  Rerum 
Naturae  that  the  seeds  of 
life  might  be  drifting  about 
in  the  vastness  of  space, 
looking  for  somewhere  to 
grow.  This  Idea — known  as 
Panspermia — was  revived 
a century  ago  by  the  Swed- 
ish Nobel  ’ 
award-win- 
ning chem- 
ist Svante 
Arrhenius 
(who  also 
predicted 
the  green- 
house ef- 
fect) and 
again  a de- 
cade or  two 
ago  by  Sir 
Fred  Hoyle, 
the  British 

Jefferson  astron- 
omer. 

Nobody  has  ever  actually 
seen  extraterrestrial  life. 
But  that  hasn’t  stopped  any- 
one imagining  it.  In  the  18th 
century  Voltaire  had  a go  in 
the  science  fiction  fable 
Micromegas.  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, founding  father  and 
president  of  the  United 
States,  believed  in  life  on 
other  planets.  Typically, 
the  debate  then  was  about 
whether  such  creatures  had 
souls  to  be  saved.  In  the  20th 
century,  C.  S.  Lewis  imag- 
ined beautiful  and  innocent 
life  on  Mars  and  Venus.  The 
only  planet  in  need  of  divine 
redemption  was  Earth. 

In  the  late  19th  century, 
things  took  a nasty  turn. 

No  one  can  possibly  know,  said:  “The  planets  would  have  H.  G.  Wells  invented  malev- 
but  the  speculation  Is  that  the  extremely  heavy  gravity,  so  if  olent  aliens,  and  science  flc- 
two  new  candidates  are  gas-  there  are  creatures  there  they  tion.  with 

eous.  rather  than  rocky,  more  are  going  to  be  short  and  fat,  The  War  of 

like  Jupiter  than  Mars.  not  long  and  thin  like  us.  The 

"There  is  going  to  be  a zone  They  will  be  more  like  crabs  gjm|:  Worlds. 

They  were 
out  to  get 
Us.  This 
was  usually 
because 
They  had 
rendered 
their  planet 
uninhab- 
itable and 
needed 

Wells  fresh  sup- 

plies. It 

made  a great  film  plot.  In 
The  Invasion  of  the  Body-  1 
snatchers  the  aliens  turned  I 
np  as  pods.  In  the  Man  Who  ] 


: ala*. 


two  new  candidates  are  gas-  there  are  creatures  there  they 
eous.  rather  than  rocky,  more  are  going  to  be  short  and  fat. 


like  Jupiter  than  Mars. 


not  long  and  thin  like  us. 


"There  is  going  to  be  a zone  They  will  be  more  like  crabs 
where  it  is  warm,  where  liq-  and  limpets  than  sheep  and 


date  planets.  Now  there  are  uid  water  exists  and  where  horses  and  would  move  by 
two.  “After  the  discovery  of  you  have  a whole  cauldron  of  scuttling  sideways.” 

51  Peg  everyone  wondered  if  complex  organic  chemistry  But  the  two.  astronomers  in 
it  was  a freak,  a one  in  a mil-  going  on,"  Dr  Butler  said.  San  Antonio  last  night  had  a 


51  Peg  everyone  wondered  if  complex  organic  chemistry 
it  was  a freak,  a one  in  a mil-  going  on,"  Dr  Butler  said- 
lion  observation,"  said  Prof  Even  so,  life  could  be  imag- 


‘If  the  laws  of  physics 


better  bet  to  place.  Gas  giants 
like  Saturn  and  Jupiter  also 


and  chemistry  are  the  same  j have  huge  rocky  moons. 


There  is  no  problem  about  everywhere  — and  as  far  as 


we  can  tell,  they  are  — then 
that  sort  of  speculation  seems 
entirely  reasonable." 

But  as  they  say  in  Star 
Trek,  it  may  not  be  life  as  we 
know  it  Dr  Paul  Murdin.  di- 
rector of  science  at  the  Brit- 
ish National  Space  Centre, 


moon  the  size  of  Mars  or  big- 
ger. orbiting  either  of  the  new 
planets,  could  have  Earth-like 
gravities  and  Earth-like  at- 
mospheres. even  oceans.  Pro- 
fessor Marcy  said:  “Life  is 
now  possible.  There  is  a har- 
bour. a site,  on  which  life  I 
might  form.” 


Fell  To  Earth  the  alien 
turned  up  as  David  Bowie. 

The  other  great  science  fic- 
tion theme  was  a simple 
reverse.  Mankind  had  ren- 
dered its 
planet  unin- 
habitable 
and  was 
looking  for 
other  Edens 
to  spoiL 
Sometimes 
superior 
alien  forces 
— as  in  the 
cold  war  al- 
legory 
Childhood’s 
End,  by 
Arthur  C.  Clarke 
Clarke  — 

would  take  over  Earth  for 
its  own  good  ^Sometimes  — 
as  In  Dan  Dare,  Star  Trek, 
Flash  Gordon,  Star  Wars  — 
space  was  simply  full  of 
warring  life  forms  fighting 
with  lasers  or  phasers. 

Attempts  to  imagine  plaus- 
ible alien  civilisations  usu- 
ally end  up  with  humanoids 
of  a sort  This  is  because 
eyes  for  observing,  mouths 
for  talking,  bands  for  wield- 
ing tools  and  legs  for  loco- 
motion all  seem  vital  for  es- 
tablishing a civilisation. 

But  modern  exobiologists 
recognise 

that  carbon,  r~ j 

and  oxygen 
need  not  be 

life.  There 

could  be  a " “ 

silicon  vari- 

ety:  if  life  v 

was  simply  \ ^ 

informa-  y 

tion  which 

could 

renew  it-  Dare 

self,  then 

how  abont  a universe  colon- 
ised by  self-replicating 
computers? 

In  October  1995,  Father 
Piero  Coda,  writing  in  the 
newsletter  of  the  Italian 
Bishop's  Conference, 
cleared  up  one  puzzling 
point.  Aliens  may  have 
souls  to  be  saved.  “Having 
their  failings,  and  created 
by  God  and  in  need  of 
redemption,  they  too  would 
have  a part  in  the  saving 
work  of  Jesus  Christ,”  he 
said. 
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Clarke’s  loan  rate  cut 

‘to  boost  Tory  fortunes’  sSStm, 


INQUIRY  INTO 


LEGISLATION 


Larry  Elliott 

and  Richard  Thomas 

THE  intense  political 
pressure  on  the  Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth  Clarke, 
to  boost  the  Government's 

fortunes' was  underlined  yes- 
terday when  he  brushed  aside 
Bank  of  England  misgivings 
and  cut  Interest  rates  for  the 
second  successive  month. 

Alarmed  by  the  recent  weak- ! 
ness  In  growth,  Mr  Clarke  in- , 
structed  the  Bank's  governor, 
Eddie  George,  to  trim  the  cost 
of  borrowing  by  025  percent- 
age points  to  625  per  cent 
The  cut  — announced  early 
yesterday — delighted  the  City  ■ 
and  industry  but  is  unlikely  to 
lead  to  cheaper  home  loans. 
Tiffing  building  societies  said 
they  had  already  taken 
account  of  a quarter-point  cut 
when  they  reduced  mortgage 
rates  before  Christmas. 

However,  estate  agents  and 
the  construction  industry 
said  the  base  rate  cut  would 
help  to  restore  confidence. 

In  what  was  seen  as  an 
attempt  to  regain  control  of 
the  political  agenda  after  the 
Government’s  recent  prob- 
lems. Mr  Clarke  said  there 
was  no  disagreement  with  the 
Govemoron  the  aim  of  reduc- 
ing inflation  to  below  25  per 
cent  However, -the  Treasury 
and  the  Bank  refused  -to  com- 
ment on  whether  Mr  George 
had  approved  of  such  an  early 
and  unexpected  move. 

At  the  time  of  last  month’s 


Inflation  rate 

% changes  over  12  months, 
(including  mortgage  interest) 


19M  .1995  Dec 

025  point  &1L  the  Chancellor 
and  the  Governor  shared  a 
platform  in  a show  of  unity. 
Yesterday  ntWHaia  said  min- 
utes of  their  meeting  would  not 
be  published  for  six  weeks. 

Malcolm  Bruce,  the  Liberal 
Democrats'  treasury  spokes- 
man, said:  “This  interest  rate 
cut.  coming  on  the  same  day 
that  inflation  is  shown  to 

have  risen  and  is  still  well 
above  the  Government’s  tar- 
get range,  has  clear  political 
overtones.  The  baste  . ...  sug- 
gests that  the  Government  is 
desperate  to  pump  up  fixe 
economy  prior  to  the  general 
election,  and  that  it  doubts 
the  achlevabillty  of  its  own 
growth  forecasts.” 

• Mr  Clarke  said  that 
although  yesterday's  inflation 
figures  showed  a small  rise  to 
32  per  cent,  the  .Treasury 


believes  the  underlying  pic- 
ture is  favourable,  with  the 
latest  data  for  prices  at  the 
factory  gate  showing  subdued 
cost  pressures. 

He  added  that  the  economy 
was  "continuing  to  grow  but 
at  a rate  which  is  clearly 
below  trend"  and  that  the 
international  climate  had 
worsened  recently,  particu- 
larly in  Europe. 

Gordon  Brown,  the  shadow 
chancellor,  said  the  cut  was 
1 "accompanied  by  yet  another 
admission  that  the  economy 
is  growing  more  slowly  than 
the  Chancellor  hoped  just  two 
months  ago”.  The  cut  was 
insufficient  without  action  to 
tackle  job  insecurity  and 
long-term  underinvestment 

In  the  City,  hopes  that 
lower  interest  rates  wiD  pro- 
duce stronger  growth  drove 
the  FTSE  100  Index  of  leading 
shares  up  44.5  points  to  a new 
record  of 3748.7. 

Ian  Sbepherdson.  UK  econ- 
omist at  HSBC  Markets,  said 
the  decision  would  help  hard- 
pressed  manufacturers,  but 
suspected  that  political  prior- 
ities influenced  the  timing. 

Michael  Saunders,  at  Salo- 
mon Brothers,  said:  “The 
speed  with  which  rates  have 
fallen  raises  the  risk  [that]  Mr 
Clarke  is  gambling  with  the 
inflation  target  — and  will 
make  a series  of  further  rate 
cuts  — to  hit  his  3 per  cent 
growth  target” 

Chancellor  wins  kudoa,  and 
City  Notebook,  page  1 1 


Continued  from  page  1 
vice  spokesman,  General  Al- 
exander Mikhailov,  had  ear- 
lier given  lurid  accounts  of 
how  the  Chechens  had  hung, 
shot  and  burned  hostages. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  related 
crisis  in  the  Black  Sea,  the 
ferry  hijacked  by  Turkish 
pro-Chechen  sympathisers  on 
Tuesday  was  closing  on  Istan- 
bul last  night  with  250  mostly 
Russian  hostages  aboard. 

The  Turkish  prime  minis- 
ter. Tansu  Ciller,  said  the  | 
ship,  being  shadowed  by  two 
navy  destroyers,  had  to  be 
stopped  before  it  reached  the 
Bosphorus  straits.  The  gun- , 
men  on  board  have  threat- 
ened to  blow  up  the  ship. 

Their  leader.  Mohammed 
Tocjan.  told  Turkish  televi- 
sion by  telephone  that  he  had 
lost  confidence  in  negotia- 
tions. Hearing  of  the  end  of 
, the  fighting  tn  Dagestan,  he 
: said  his  original  demands  for 
Russian  forces  to  let  the  Che- 
chen fighters  there  to  go  free 
were  no  longer  valid.  “There 
Is  nothing  to  ask  of  Russia 
any  more."  he  said.  "They 
have  lost  their  minds,  they 
are  only  looking  for  blood-” 

The  foreign  ministry  de- 
nied reports  that  it  had  of- 
fered to  allow  the  militants  to 
hold  a news  conference  in  Is- 
tanbul before  surrendering. 

Popular  support  for  the 
Chechen  cause  has  led  to 
demonstrations  in  Istanbul 
. and  boats  have  been  hired  by 
welcoming  parties  wanting  to 
go  out  to  meet  the  ferry. 


AGAINST 
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In  three  years  as  Channel  4’s  head  of  music,  I did  not  expect 
to  come  across  such  a thick  concentration  of  sad,  ill- 
adjusted,  egotistical,  cruel,  deluded,  ruthless,  two-faced 
Napoleons-in-waiting.  And  that  is  merely  in  the  world  of 
classical  music.  In  the  pop  world  there  are  just  as  many 
bastards  but  they  are  nowhere  near  as  well  educated. 


The  Government  has  announced  that  it  is  setting 
up  an  independent  inquiry  to  look  into  the  future  need 
for  counter  terrorism  legislation  once  peace  has 
become  established  in  Northern  Ireland. 

The  Inquiry  will  consider  what  legislation  will  be 

i 

needed  to  deal  with  the  longer  term  threat  from  all 
kinds  of  terrorism. 

The  Inquiry  is  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Uoyd  of  Berwick.  He  will  be  assisted  by  Sir  Brian  Kerr, 
a Northern  Ireland  High  Court  Judge,  who  will  advise  on 
Northern  Ireland  matters.  Lord  Lloyd  will  be  consulting 
widely  and  he  would  like  to  receive  comments  and 
contributions  from  the  public. 


have  an 


terrori 


Rei  iew  cover  story 
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Police  test 
CS  sprays 
to  combat 
violence 


n.mmnr.mnhrn  irritating  the  eyes  and  mak- 

tog  breathing  difficult  The 

Crimq  CorreBpondent  fects  normally  last  less  than 

15  minutes  and  are  dissipated 

■ NCAPACITANT  sprays  by  water  or  fresh  air.  The 
are  to  be  issued  to  the  spray  can  cause  blisters,  but 
police  on  a trial  basis  in  Mr  Burden  said  there  was  no 
response  to  the  growing  evidence  of  permanent  dam- 
aber  of  violent  attacks  on  age.  It  is  used  by  police  in 
»rs.  If  the  trials  are  sue-  Holland,  France  and  Belgium 
•fill,  the  CS  spray  could  be-  but  is  banned,  in  Germany, 
te  as  much  a part  of  an  Fred  Broughton,  the  ebair- 
cer's  equipment  as  a man  of  the  Police  Federation, 
in.  yesterday  welcomed  the  deci- 

he  announcement  that  sion  to  test  the  sprays  al- 
5 in  16  forces  will  take  though  the  federation  had  ex- 


number of  violent  attacks  on  age.  It  is  used  by  police  in 
officers.  If  the  trials  are  sue-  Holland,  France  and  Belgium- 
cessful,  the  CS  spray  could  be-  but  is  banned  in  Germany, 
come  as  much  a part  of  an  Fred  Broughton,  the  chair- 
officer's  equipment  as  a man  of  the  Police  Federation, 
baton.  yesterday  welcomed  the  deci- 

The  announcement  that  sion  to  test  the  sprays  at- 
tests in  16  forces  will  take  though  the  federation  had  ex- 
place for  a six-month  period  pressed  a preference  for  OC 
from  March  1 came  after  a (pepper)  sprays  which  axe  not 
meeting  of  the  Association  of  being  tested  because  of  Home 
Police  Officers’  council  in  Office  concerns  about  their 
London  yesterday.  It  follows  safety, 
lobbying  by  all  police  bodies  Mr  Broughton  said:  “The 
for  incapacitants  to  be  issued  hand-held  incapacitant  spray 
as  added  protection  to  affi-  Is  a vital  part  of  the  strategy 
cers,  and  as  a halfway  mea-  required  to  overpower  armed 
sure  between  baton  and  or  violent  offenders.  It  en- 


firearm. 


ables  officers  to  restrain  vio- 


James  Sharpies,  chief  con-  lent  criminals  without  resort- 
stable  of  Merseyside  and  the  ing  to  batons  or  firearms.’’ 


president  of  ACPO.  said  the 
decision  to  carry  out  trials 


The  Home  Office  minister 
David  Maclean  said:  “The 


had  the  unanimous  support  of  health  effects  of  CS  have  been 
all  43  forces  in  England  and  thoroughly  researched  to  the 


Wales.  Forces  in  Scotland  are 
not  taking  part  in  the  experi- 
ment but  are  watching  the 
trials  with  interest 


level  which  would  be 
required  for  a pharmaceutical 
drug.  This  has  established 
that  CS  presents  no  signifi- 


TTials  of  the  small  CS  spray  cant  risk  to  human  health." 
were  due  to  start  last  summer  The  16  forces  where  foe 
in  18  forces,  but  were  delayed  spray  will  be  tested  are:  Avon 
after  a Metropolitan  police  of-  and  Somerset,  Cambridge- 
fleer  suffered  facial  bums  shire,  Cleveland.  Dorset  Dur- 
after  being  sprayed  during  a ham.  Dyfed  Powys,  Greater 
training  session.  This  week  Manchester,  Kent  Leicester- 


John  Ezard 


third  wife  Dorit,  aged  37,  is  dined  to  discuss  the  pros-  cent  in  1993. 


the  officer  warned  ACPO 
against  “rushing  in"  the  issu- 
ing of  the  canisters. 

Tony  Burden,  chief  consta- 
ble of  Gwent  the  ACPO  offi- 
cer In  charge  of  the  tests. 


shire.  Merseyside,  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  Northumbria, 
North  Yorkshire.  West  Mer- 
cia, West  Midlands  and  West 
Yorkshire. 

• Mr  Sharpies  and  Bill 


LORD  Young  of  Darting1-  summer.  With  five  children 
ton.  tether  of  more  than  from  earlier  marriages, 
40  radical  innovations  in  Lord  Young — who  thought 
British  life  over  the  last  up  the  Open  University  and 


expecting  a baby  in  the  pect  yesterday.  But  he  is 


said:  “The  fact  that  the  police  Taylor.  Commissioner  of  the 
service  has  to  go  down  this  City  of  London  police,  said 
path  is  regrettable  In  itself  the  council  had  discussed  and 


but  it  is  necessary.  There  is 
an  overwhelming  need  for  an 
incapacitant." 

CS  is  a crystalline  solid 
named  after  Corson  and 
Stoughton  which  first  made  it 
in  1928.  It  is  not  a gas,  but  is 
fired  in  a jet  into  an  assail- , 
ant's  eyes.  Officers  will  only  : 


now  supported  foe  creation  of 
a national  squad  to  fight  orga- 
nised crime.  They  were  satis- 
fied such  a unit  should  be 
headed  by  a police  officer, 
probably  of  chief  constable 
rank. 

ACPO  is  concerned  about 
the  role  MI5  might  play  to 


Lord  Young,  about  to  become  a father  at  80.  The  number  oT children  with  fathers  over  60  has  risen  by  45  per  cent  to  nearly  650  a year  over  the  past  10  years  photograph-  david  silutoe 

Poor  houtc  ...  - become  a father  again.  His  hood.  He  and  his  family  de-  over  65  were  up  by  12  per  parents  want  to  push  the 

” UCalO  Jonn  Ezra third  wife  Dorit,  aged  37,  is  dined  to  discuss  the  pros-  cent  in  1993.  boundaries  back.  A man 

Ph^niin  in  expecting  a baby  in  the  pect  yesterday.  But  he  is  Lord  Young  remarried  with  Lord  Young's  Knowl- 

wl  lOfJIII  I II I | ORD  Young  of  Darting-  summer.  With  five  children  part  of  a growing  trend,  last  summer,  two  years  edge  will  obviously  be  the 

plHpHv/  fflthpf  1— ton.  tether  of  more  than  from  earlier  marriages.  The  number  of  children  after  his  second  wife,  Sadia  most  enormously  stimnlat- 

riiut/l  iy  I a.  LI  ICI  40  radical  innovations  in  Lord  Young  — who  thought  born  in  marriage  with  Moorsom,  died  of  cancer  ing  father/’ 

hi  it  British  life  over  the  last  up  the  Open  University  and  fathers  aged  over  60  has  after  33  years  of  marriage.  The  world’s  oldest  father 

OLaixC/O)  UUl  half  century,  is  readying  the  Consumers*  Associa-  risen  by  45  per  cent  to  Denise  Knowles,  a coun-  is  believed  to  be  an  Anstra- 

faik  tn  match  himself  for  hxs  newest  and  tion  is  now  due  to  out-  nearly  650- a year  in  10  sellor  for  the  charity  lian. Les Colley, -who was 92 

i diio  lvj  1 1 1 cl i Vv i.i  — at  his  age  — most  distibac-  match  the  late  Sir  Charles  years,  according  to  the  Relate,  said:  “There  are  no  when  his  son  Oswald  was 

■ in  Hn\A/n  I inrtar  tive project-  • Chaplin  by  four  years  in  Office  of  Population  Cen-  limits  to  the  right  age  for  bom  in  Ararat,  north-west 

UfJ  vJU  Wl  I Ul  IUCI  In  gist  year,  he  is  to  the  annals  of  late  parent-  soses  and  Surveys.  Fathers  parenthood  so  long  as  the  Victoria. 


part  of  a growing  trend. 
The  number  of  children 


born  in  marriage  with  Moorsom,  died  of  cancer 
fathers  aged  over  60  has  after  33  years  of  marriage. 


half  century,  is  readying  the  Consumers*  Associa-  risen  by  45  per  cent  to  I Denise  Knowles,  a coun- 


himself  for  his  newest  and 
— at  his  age  — most  distinc- 
tive project.  • 


tion  — is  now  due  to  out- 
match the  late  Sir  Charles 
Chaplin  by  four  years  in 


In  his  81st  year,  he  is  to  j the  annals  of  late  parent- 


nearly  650  a year  in  10  sellor  for  the  charity 
years,  according  to  the  Relate,  said:  “There  are  no 
Office  of  Population  Cen-  limits  to  the  right  age  for 
soses  and  Surveys.  Fathers  parenthood  so  long  as  the 


Jail  for  fax  fraud  that  netted  millions 


be  able  to  use  it  when  there  is  dealing  with  organised  crime, 
a genuine  threat  of  violence  Senior  officers  feel  the  Secu- 
to  the  officer  or  a member  of  rity  Service  Bill  does  not 


Elaborate  scam  involved  60  countries  and 
400  victims,  reports  Duncan  Campbell 


the  public.  Sprays  cost  £2  to 
£3  each. 

CS  incapacitates  the  target. 


address  their  concerns  about 
accountability  • • and 
transparency. 


Wessex  Water 
quits  trade  body 
in  drought  row 


FIVE  men  were  jailed  yes- 
terday for  their  parts  in 
an  elaborate  “fax 
fraud",  which  involved  about 
60  countries,  400  victims  and 
millions  of  pounds. 

The  fraud  was  one  of  many 


Bushey  Heath.  Hertfordshire 
for  five  years:  and  Victor  Wat- 
son. 55,  of  High  gate,  north 
London,  for  five  years.  The 
first  two  were  recommended 
for  deportation.  Wood  Green 
crown  court  in  north  Lon- 
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emanating  from  Nigeria  and  don.  had  heard  that  they  were 
based  simply  on  people's  de-  the  London  end  of  a £1.3 -mil- 


sire  to  get  something  for 
nothing. 

The  fraud,  which  has  been 


lion  fraud  which  started  in 
Nigeria. 

Victims  were  offered  large 


operating  worldwide  for  sums  in  US  dollars  which  foe 
many  years  but  which  has  es-  fraudsters  claimed  were  in 
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Rebecca  Smftftere 
PoBtical  Correspondent 


Mr  Hood's  "desire  to  differen- 
tiate your  company  from  foe 
rest  of  the  industry’’. 


calated  recently,  involves 
sending  a fax  or  letter  to  a 
name  plucked  from  a tele- 
phone directory. 

The  target  is  offered  an 
apparently  foolproof  method 


the  Central  Bank  of  Nigeria 
as  a result  of  “over  invoiced” 
contracts.  The  victim  was  told 
that  a British  bank  account 
was  needed  for  the  money  to 
be  transferred.  The  usual  deal 


Hi  miwuiUw 


Tu 


of  making  money  merely  by  was  for  the  victim  to  be  of- 


-t-he 

I Wa 
I his 


Mr  Hood  was  not  available  allowing  his  bank  account  to  fered  a third  of  the  money 
chairman  of  Wessex  for  comment  yesterday.  But  a be  used  for  the  transfer  of  transferred,  usually  running 


Water  has  withdrawn  I spokesman  for  Wessex  Water  funds. 


said:  “We  firmly  believe  it  _ __ 

would  be  better  for  us  and  foe  j ney.  east  London,  was  jailed  | If  a target  responded,  he  Nigeria  who  would  then  take  I who  had  received  money  I cause  they  have  been  told  that  I hot  to  disqualify  him  because 
industry  if  were  seen  as  dis-  for  four  years;  Mathew  Oke,  I would  be  invited  to  Nigeria  foe  victim  to  a notary  public  from  foe  central  bank.  Using  J foe  money  is  stolen.  There  is  of  foe  difficulties  a driving 


I his  company's  member-  said:  “We  firmly  believe  it 
ship  of  foe  Water  Services  would  be  better  for  us  and  foe 
Association,  foe  trade  body  industry  if  were  seen  as  dis- 
he  headed  during  foe  summer  tinct  and  different  companies, 
drought  fiasco  which  un-  We  have  different  policies 
leashed  a wave  of  unprece-  and  approaches  to  customers 


David  Oluyitan.  40.  of  Hack-  pounds, 
ney.  east  London,  was  jailed  If  a target  responded,  he 


fered  a third  of  the  money  travel  to  Nigeria,  foe  Nige- 
transferred,  usually  running  rian  fraudsters  {Oluyitan, 
into  tens  of  thousands  of  Oke  and  KJialiq)  posed  as 


agents  of  the  Central  Bank  of  then  pose  as  bank  managers 
Nigeria  who  would  then  take  who  had  received  money 


§|l  fair  used  by  the  team.  Officers 
--.I,.  . SI.  believe  that  foe  scams  have 
B'  yielded  tens  of  millions  of 
« w - pounds  for  the  various  gangs 
B:  operating  foe  fraud. 

. M ,uThfJfa?  yesterday  is 

jw-  thought  to  have  been  in- 

s' volved  in  about  60  countries 
, if  with  more  than  400  victims 

I!  and  a turnover  of  £15  million. 

Detective  Inspector  David 
Crinnion.  who  led  the  in- 
K*  quiry.  said  yesterday  that  he 

was  not  surprised  that  people 
were  so  easily  conned:  “It’s 
Boulton  and  Watson,  the  greed.  They  think  they're  get- 
former  from  England,  the  lat-  ting  something  for  nothing.” 
ter  from  Barbados,  would  Often  the  victims  do  not 
en  pose  as  bank  managers  complain  to  foe  police  be- 


Lord  Young  remarried 
last  summer,  two  years 
after  his  second  wife,  Sacha 


out  by  requiring  further  pay- 
ment of  a “bribe”  or  “local 
tax”  in  order  to  facilitate  foe 
final  transfer  of  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  into  foe  vic- 
tim’s bank  account.  The 
money  was  never  transferred. 

Officers  from  foe  Metropoli-  A COURT  decision  not  to 

tan  police  fraud  squad  recov-  /^disqualify  footballer  Chris 
ered  £280.000  when  they  Armstrong  for  driving  at 
raided  three  offices  in  May-  more  than  lOOmph  in  his 


BMW  was  condemned  last 
night 

The  Tottenham  striker  es- 
caped a ban  after  telling  mag- 
istrates that  disqualification 
would  interfere  with  bis 
training  sessions. 

Telford  magistrates  were 
told  Armstrong,  24,  from  Chig- 
weUL  Essex,  bad  been  driving 
at  104  mph  on  foe  M54  at  Shif- 
nal,  Shropshire,  while  return- 
ing to  London  after  a match  at 
Chester  on  October  5. 

Armstrong,  who  earns  an 
estimated  £7,000  a week  was 
fined  £500,  ordered  to  pay  £30 
costs  and  given  six  penalty 
points.  Magistrates  decided 


47.  of  Camden,  north  London, 
for  three  and  a half  years: 
Abdul  Khaliq,  43.  of  Barking- 


dented  public  anger  against  and  regulation.  We  do  not  feel  ( side.  Essex,  for  two  and  a half  I released. 


where  he  was  then  asked  to 
pay  “local  taxes"  in  cash  be- 
fore the  money  could  be 


where  he  would  swear  a dec- 
laration that  he  was  entitled 


foe  names  of  real  bank  offi-  a strong  suspicion  that  be- 


the  privatised  industry. 


that  as  long  as  we  continue  to  years:  Victor  Boulter.  53,  of  J If  the  target  would  not  I suit  an  cy  fee. 


to  the  money.  He  would  then  their  bogus  identities  — they 
be  asked  to  pay  a £2,000  con-  would  also  require  a fee. 


clals  — Mr  Major  was  one  of  cause  foe  frauds  are  so  wide- 
their  bogus  identities  — they  spread,  they  could  involve 


Nicholas  Hood  is  under-  present  Wessex  Water  as  part 


The  fraud  would  be  spun 


Nigerian 

officials. 


stood  to  have  been  furious 
about  the  way  foe  industry’s 
image  had  been  damaged  by 
the  troubled  Yorkshire 
Water,  whose  actions  he  was 
forced  to  defend  in  the  latter 


of  the  water  industry  we  will 
not  be  given  the  credit  where 
credit  is  due.” 

The  spokesman  said  foe 
move  was  not  intended  to  be  a 
criticism  of  the  other  water 


Road  contractors  ‘quit’ 


half  of  last  year.  The  Govern-  companies  “but  we  feel  font 


Doctors  save  four  children  with 
meningitis  by  ‘washing’  blood 


Newbury  bypass  in  jeopardy  as 


ment  criticised  Yorkshire  for  while  we  are  being  repre-  Mcn/i/hi  \r\J  in  ipnnflrH\/  £ 

poor  handling  of  the  drought,  seated  as  the  water  industry.  '““VVUUI  / L/yjJcioo  PI  l JcUfJclI  Uy  C 

and  foe  company  further  in-  it  is  blinding  the  world  to  the  nrntocto  aHH  +r»  hi  lilrlinn  nrtcfc 

flamed  public  hostility  with  a achievements  we  have  made  |Jl  ULt?5>l5>  aUU  IU  UUliUII  Iy 

series  of  gaffes.  for  our  customers 

Mr  Hood,  who  stepped  The  company  will  maintain 
down  as  WSA  chairman  only  “loose  links"  with  the 


Mr  Hood,  who  stepped 
down  as  WSA  chairman  only 
last  month,  wasted  no  time  in 
writing  to  his  successor.  Mike 
Hoffman  of  Thames  Water, 
saying  he  felt  there  was  no 
longer  any  good  reason  for  be- 
longing to  the  body. 

The  trade  association, 
which  has  acted  as  an  um- 


“loose  links"  with  the 
association. 

Last  summer  foe  reputation 
of  the  water  companies  sank 
to  an  all-time  low  as  custom- 
ers facing  above- inflation 
price  rises  and  water  restric- 
tions saw  red  at  tales  of  re- 
cord profits.  'Tat  cat"  bosses’ 


Alex  Bellos 


Put  that  with  the  possibility 
of  a high  tender  price  and  I'm 
not  sure  it  will  qo  ahead." 

SUB  CONTRACTORS  The  deadline  for  the 

were  withdrawing  from  tenders  is  foe  end  of  Febru- 
bids  to  build  foe  New-  ary.  and  the  Highways 
bury  b>pass  and  this  was  put-  Agency  will  announce  the 
ting  foe  project  in  jeopardy,  it  winner  two  months  later.  The 
was  claimed  yesterday.  agency  said  it  had  been  given 

Companies  applying  for  the  no  indication  that  the  con- 
main  contract  to  build  the  tractors  were  having  prob- 
controverslal  road  say  the  lems  with  their  sub- 
large protests  have  already  contractors, 
caused  some  of  their  sub-con-  The  10-day-old  protest  yes- 
tractors  to  withdraw,  accord-  terday  attracted  its  most  end- 
ing to  the  trade  journal  Con-  nent  supporters  so  far  when 


brella  for  all  10  regional  water  pay  rises,  falling  investment 
services  groups,  was  set  up  to  and  poor  service. 


present  a unified  front  and  a 
national  voice  for  an  industry 
which  has  become  increas- 
ingly diversified  since  priva- 


Yesterday  Frank  Dobson, 
the  shadow  environment  sec- 
retary, who  exposed  the  huge 
amounts  of  leakage  from  the 


tisation,  but  found  itself  companies*  own  taps,  said:  “I  struction  News 


utive  of  the  RSPB.  said  it 
showed  the  strength  or  the 
opposition. 

“We  have  900,000  members. 
There  will  be  some  who  think 
we  should  not  get  involved. 
But  I think  it  is  worth  the 
risk.  Unless  we  demonstrate 
to  foe  public  and  the  Govern- 
ment that  building  more 
roads  is  not  the  answer  they 
will  carry  on  doing  so.” 

Blackwell's,  foe  company 
contracted  to  clear  the  nine- 


no  indication  that  the  con-  mile  route  before  the  main 
tractors  were  having  prob-  contractor  is  appointed,  made  offourc 
lems  with  their  sub-  good  progress  yesterday,  meningc 
contractors.  About  100  yards  oT  trees  were  using  a 

The  10-day-old  protest  yes-  cut  before  the  chainsaws  haerao-d 
rday  attracted  its  most  emi-  stopped  at  a protesters'  camp.  This  t 
mt  supporters  so  far  when  • Law-breaking  lorry  opera*  from  tb 
e leaders  of  six  of  the  coun-  tors  should  face  heavier  fines  tory  pr 
y’s  most  important  environ-  for  traffic  offences,  govern-  fuel  the 
ental  protection  bodies  vis-  ment  advisers  said  yesterday,  excess  ■ 
»d  the  route.  writes , James  Meikle.  cause  lui 

It  is  the  first  time  Green-  Penalties  imposed  by  mag-  The  do 
ace  UK,  the  Royal  Society  istrates  for  unliccnced  loads,  conveni 
r the  Protection  of  Birds,  overloading,  poor  mainte-  alone  th 
e World  Wide  Fund  for  Na-  nance  and  excessive  drivers*  pected  a 
re.  Friends  of  the  Earth,  the  hours  were  so  low  that  com-  rate  amt 
juncil  for  British  Archaeol-  panics  risked  conviction  in  all  the 
y and  the  Wild  Life  Trust  search  of  profits,  according  to  two-yea 
ive  joined  at  such  a high  a report  by  the  UK  Round  year-old 
srel  to  fight  a campaign.  Table  on  Sustainable  needed  I 


forced  to  act  as  trouble 
shooter  during  the  drought 


imagine  that  Wessex  Water 
don't  like  being  tarred  with 


The  six  construction  com- 
panies competing  for  the  road 


Mr  Hood's  letter  bore  yes-  the  Yorkshire  and  North-  J were  having  to  add  £20  mil- 


terday’s  date  was  and  hand- 

delivered  to  the  WSA's  Lon- 
don offices.  In  his  response, 
Mr  Hoffman  says  he  regrets 
Mr  Hood  felt  such  action  was 
necessary  and  warns  that  “a 
third  front  in  an  already  frag- 
mented industry  will  not  help 
public  perceptions”. 

But  he  admits  he  respects 


West  brushes.  I expect  Mr 
Hood  has  suffered  the  embar- 
rassment of  having  to  defend 
the  indefensible.  And  when 
the  WSA’s  official  policy  was 
not  to  pay  compensation  to 
customers,  he  was  placed  in  a 
difficult  position  because  his 
own  company  was  prepared 
to  do  so." 


lion  to  foeir  original  bid  esti 


mates  of  £01  million  to  cover  peace  UK,  the  Royal  Society 


potential  delay. 

A bidder  told  foe  paper 
“My  impression  is  that  sub- 
bies  don’t  want  foe  job.”  An- 
other said:  *Tm  not  sure  the 
local  people  are  keen  on  the 
scheme  and  I get  a feeling  of  a 
change  in  its  political  worth. 


the  leaders  of  six  of  the  coun- 
try’s most  important  environ- 
mental protection  bodies  vis- 
ited the  route. 

It  is  the  first  time  Green- 


for  the  Protection  of  Birds, 
the  World  Wide  Fund  for  Na- 
ture. Friends  of  the  Earth,  the 
Council  for  British  Archaeol- 
ogy and  the  Wild  Life  Trust 
have  joined  at  such  a high 
level  to  fight  a campaign. 

Barbara  Young,  chief  exec- 


Chris  MHiiU 

Medical  Correspondent 

A TREATMENT  to 
“wash"  the  blood  of  pa- 
tients severely  III  with 
meningitis  has  saved  the 
lives  of  four  children,  doc- 
tors said  today. 

Dr  Crispin  Best  and  col- 
leagues at  the  Royal  Hospi- 
tal for  Sick  Children,  Glas- 
gow. report  in  the  Lancet 
how  they  filtered  the  blood 
of  Four  children  with  severe 
meningococcal  septicaemia 
using  a technique  called 
haemo-diafilt  ration. 

This  technique  removes 
from  the  blood  inflamma- 
tory proteins  which  can 
Fuel  the  illness,  as  well  as 
excess  water  which  can 
cause  lung  complications. 

The  doctors  say  that  with 
conventional  treatment 
alone  they  would  have  ex- 
pected a 75  per  cent  death 
rate  among  the  group,  but 
all  the  patients  — three 
two-year-olds  and  a 12- 


lost  several  toes  from  both 
feet  because  of  complica- 
tions of  the  illness. 

The  doctors  state:  “This 
treatment  is  speculative 
and  will  remain  so  until  a 
trial  is  carried  out.  How- 
ever. baemo-diaflltration  is 
an  established  technique 
available  in  every  paediat- 
ric intensive  care  unit.  Our 
clinical  impression  is  that 
its  early  use  is  potentially 
life-saving." 

• An  inquiry  is  to  be 
launched  at  Ealing  Hospi- 
tal, London,  after  a 17-year- 
old  girl  died  from  meningi- 
tis hours  after  leaving 
hospital.  She  had  been 
given  an  injection  for  what 
a doctor  diagnosed  a 3 fin. 

The  family  of  Alison 
Krunic  said  she  was  admit- 
ted to  the  hospital  with  tell- 
tale red  blotches  indicating 
meningitis.  An  hour  after 
returning  home  she  became 
comatose  and  was  readmit- 
ted with  clear  signs  of  me- 
ningococcal  septicaemia. 
She  filed  two  hours  later. 

A hospital  spokesman 


non  that,  be-  ban  would  cause  for  his  work, 
s are  so  wide-  AA  spokesman  Adrian 
»uld  involve  Ruck  said  it  was  the  only  case 
government  he  had  heard  of  where  a ban 
had  not  been  imposed  on  a 
driver  exceeding  100  mph. 

"We  are  trying  to  get  people 
to  see  speeding  as  just  as  anti- 
social as  drink  driving.  It 
costs  as  many  lives  each  year, 
if  not  more,"  he  said.  * 

The  Royal  Society  for  foe 
Prevention  of  Accidents  said 
almost  a third  of  all  passen- 
gers and  drivers  killed  each 
year  were  Involved  in  speed- 
related  accidents. 

John  Carlisle,  Tory  MP  for 
Luton  North  and  vice-chair- 
man of  the  Conservative 
backbench  sports  committee, 
said;  "This  is  an  appalling  de- 
cision based  on  a barmy 
reason." 


a report  by  the  UK  Round  year-old  — survived.  Two  A hospital  spokesman 
Table  on  Sustainable  needed  legs  amputated  be-  said  the  case  was  bains  irhr-» 

Development.  low  the  taw,  aid  another  vestiga'ed^  <>elnB  | ■ 
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Help  painful  blocked  sinuses  disappear 
with  double  action  Sinutab. 

Few  things  arc  more  painful  than  the  headaches  caused  bv  blocked  sinuses.  Specially  formulated  Sinutab  with  its  double 
action  acts  quickly  to  relieve  the  pain  and  ease  the  congestion.  What’s  more.  Sinutab  Nighrime  will  also  aid  restful  sleep. 
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Classroom 
methods  give 

young  Swiss 
a two-year 
lead  in  maths 

Donald  MacLeod  on  success  with  sums 

TEN- YEAR-OLDS  in  dren  encouraged  to  work  with 
England  are  up  to  two  whole  numbers  not  digits, 
years  behind  their  □ Calculators  are  not  used  — 

Swiss  countc marts  in  teachers  believe  thev  mav 


Ten-year-olds  in 

England  are  up  to  two 
years  behind  their 
Swiss  counterparts  in 
mathematics,  according  to  a 
report  today  urging  schools  to 
adopt  continental  textbooks 
and  teaching  methods. 

Swiss  children  spend  far 
more  time  mastering  basic 
arithmetic  — particularly 
mental  arithmetic  — than 
English  pupils,  found  Hehria 
Bierhof,  author  of  the  study 
for  the  National  Institute  of 
Economic  and  Social  Research. 
Calculators  are  virtually 
banned  in  both  Swiss  and  Ger- 
man primary  schools,  which 
use  similar  methods,  and  pu- 
pils typically  do  six  times  as 
many  exercises  as  English 
textbooks  allow  for  on  a topic 
before  moving  to  the  next 
Swiss  methods  are  already 
being  tried  in  the  Labour-run 
London  borough  of  Barking 
and  Dagenham,  which  sent 
teachers  to  observe  continen- 
tal practice.  Tests  showed  im- 
provements across  the  ability 
range,  said  schools  involved. 

Britain's  problems  in  find- 
ing enough  school-leavers 
with  the  maths  to  cope  with 
technical  and  vocational , 
training  can  be  traced  to  poor 
preparation  in  primary 
school  argues  Ms  Bierhof 
She  highlights  Swiss  and 
German  practices  including; 

□ Mental  arithmetic  given 
precedence  over  written 
methods  until  age  nine. 
"Dodges”  children  here  are 
expected  to  pick  up  them- 
selves are  taught 
□ More  oral  work  given  to 
the  whole  class  before  indi- 
vidual written  exercises.  Chil- 


‘Dodgy’  way 
to  numeracy 


MENTAL  arithmetic  “dodges”  1 
Swiss  pupils  are  taught 

□ Break  down  additions  of 
two-digit  numbers  into 
smaller  steps  — eg:  37  + 26  = 
37  + 20  + 6. 

□ Increase  one  number' to  the 
nearest  10  and  decrease  the 
other  by  the  same  amount  — 
eg:  54  + 38  = 52  + 40. 

□ Short  cuts  — eg:  26  + 59  = 
26  + 60-1. 

□ Rearrange  terms  in  more 
convenient  order  — eg:  58  + 7 
-9-8  = 58-8-9  + 7. 


dren  encouraged  to  work  with 
whole  numbers  not  digits. 

□ Calculators  are  not  used  — 
teachers  believe  they  may 
hold  back  mental  calculation. 

□ Arithmetic  forms  80  per 
cent  of  maths  teaching,  com- 
pared to  around  50  per  cent  in 
England. 

□ Consolidation  using  oral 
and  written  exercises  is 
worked  on  until  children  are 
able  to  use  techniques  with 
ease  and  speed. 

Whereas  schools  in  Eng- 
land  use  individualised  work 
schemes  in  the  framework  of 
the  national  curriculum*  Swiss 
and  German  teachers  must  by 
law  use  only  approved  text- 
books detailing  steps  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  class. 

Pam  Nuttall,  head  of  Hunt- 
ers Hall  junior  school  in  Dag- 
enham, who  visited  Germany 
and  has  sent  three  staff  to 
Switzerland  to  study  their 
methods,  believes  they  have 
been  proved  successful  by 
tests  although  they  cannot  be 
imported  wholesale. 

Children  showed  more  con- 
fidence with  numbers  and  the 
best  were  doing  “astounding” 
mental  calculations.  Far  from 
drilling  them  by  rote,  the  new 
teaching  involved  a lot  of 
class  discussion,  with  eight 
and  nine-year-olds  showing 
I their  own  methods  to  the  nest 
of  the  class  on  an  overhead 
projector.  Ms  Nuttall  now. 
aims  to  extend  such  methods 
to  her  six-year-olds. 

Roger  Luxton.  the 
borough's  principal  inspec- 
tor, said  the  experiment, 
started  18  months  ago.  had 
reduced  the  “tail”  of  under- 
achievers in  six  primary 
schools  without  holding  back 
the  brightest  children. 

A century  ago  Matthew  Ar- 
nold. the  poet  and  school  in- 
spector, noted  the  same  ad- 
vantages in  German  maths 
teaching.  “In  the -teaching  of 
arithmetic  I was  particularly 
struck  by  the  patience,  the 
clinging  to  oral  question  and 
answer  and  the  avoidance  of 
hurry,  the  securing  of  the 
ground  ...  If  I had  been 
taught  these  matters  in  the 
way  I heard  them  taught  I 
would  have  made  progress.” 

Laying  the  Foundations  of 
Numeracy;  Hetvla  Bierhof;  £3. 
National  Institute  of  Economic 
and  Social  Research; 

0171  222  7665 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 

SCHOOLS  should  be  able 
to  expel  a pupfl  whose 
parents  use  or  threaten 
violence  against  staff,  the 
National  Association  of  Head 
Teachers  said  yesterday. 

The  union  was  appealing  to 
the  Government  for  stronger 
powers  to  tackle  disorder 
after  the  murder  of  headmas- 
ter Philip  Lawrence  outside 
his  school  in  Maida  Vale, 
west  London,  last  month. 

General  secretary  David 
Hart  said:  'The  time  has 
come  to  say  it  is  totally  unrea- 
sonable for  a school  to  have  to 
carry  on  educating  a pupil 


| when  the  parents  have  been 
guilty  of  extreme  behaviour.” 

This  should  not  be  regarded 
as  visiting  the  sins  of  the 
father  on  the  child.  But  Mar- 
garet Morrissey,  spokes- 
woman for  the  National  Con- 
federation of  Parent  Teacher 
Associations,  said:  “This  is 
making  children  pay  for  the 
sins  of  their  parents.  If  there 
is  a problem  with  a parent  as- 
saulting a teacher,  the  police 
should  be  called  in  to  deal 
with  it" 

Mr  Hart  said:  “Schools  are 
becoming  mare  and  more 
worried  about  the  safety  of 
staff  in  the  wake  of  the  in- 
creased level  of  physical 
attacks  or  threats”.  Last  year 
69  heads  and  deputy  heads 


were  assaulted  or  subjected  to 
violent  abuse  and  12  have 
eiaims  outstanding  before  the 
Criminal  Injuries  Compensa- 
tion Board. 

The  police  were  reluctant  to 
press  assault  charges  unless 
bodily  barm  was  serious 
enough.  Prosecutions  by  the 
school  under  toe  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act  had  little  effect 
sinnp  the  maximum  punish- 
ment was  a £50  fine,  Mr  Hart  , 
said.  j 

The  association  also  com-  j 
plained  that  heads  could  not ! 
refuse  to  admit  pupils  with 
serious  criminal  records. 
“The  problem  is  rapidly 
reaching  nightmare  propor- 
tions. The  whole  system  by 
which  local  education  au- 1 


Saudi  dissident  rejects  Popular  acne  drug  ‘causes 
Dominica  as  safe  haven  liver  failure  and  arthritis’ 


David  PaHister 

Mohammed  ai-Ma- 

s'ari,  toe  Saudi  dissi- 
dent threatened  with 
deportation  to  Dominica  be- 
cause of  his  attacks  on  the 
Saudi  royal  family,  revealed 
yesterday  that  he  was  consid- 
ering applying  for  political 
asylum  in  a more  developed 
country  in  the  West 
At  a press  conference  to 
launch  a critique  of  toe  Saudi 
Arabian  economy*  he  said  he 
was  confident  of  winning  his 
judicial  review  of  the  decision 
to  deport  him.  But  he  added; 
“I  am  sure  there  are  other 
countries  to  toe  world  with  a 
more  secure  environment 


than  Dominica  which  can 
handle  a mischief-maker. 
Dominica  cannot  protect  me.” 

Professor  Al-Mas'ari  sug- 
gested Germany,  Japan  or  a 
Commonwealth  country  such 
as  Canada,  as  a possible 
haven. 

But,  he  added,  even  if  he 
was  sent  to  the  Caribbean, 
“we  will  be  able  to  struggle 
from  any  place  in  toe  world.” 

In  a calculated  snub  to  Brit- 
ish business  — whose  lucra- 
tive contracts  with  Saudi  Ara- 
bia ware  said  by  government 
ministers  to  be  toe  cause  of 
his  deportation  order  — he 
held  toe  press  conference  to 
the  heart  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don at  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 


The  report  on  the  Saudi 
economy,  by  Latif  Wahid,  a 
Kurdish  Iraqi  lecturer  at  tbe 
London  School  of  Oriental 
and  African  Studies,  disputed 
•International  Monetary  Fund 
optimism  about  the  king- 
dom's balance  of  payments. 

Mr  Wahid,  an  oil  specialist, 
said  that  instability  to  OPEC 
together  with  new  finds  to  the 
North  Sea  could  drive  down 
the  price  of  oil  to  $11  a barrel 
from  tbe  current  $17.  This, 
combined  with  Saudi  infla- 
tion, continuing  high  military 
expenditure  and  more  domes- 
tic borrowing  could  lead  to 
stagnation  and  political 
unrest. 
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Chris  Mihin 

Medical  Correspondent 


A WIDELY  used  anti- 
acne  drug  can  cause 
rare  bnt  potentially 
fatal  side-effects,  doctors 
warn  today  after  two  pa- 
tients died  and  one  needed 
a liver  transplant. 

Researchers  claim  that 
minocycline  can  cause  a 
severe  form  of  arthritis, 
systemic  lnpus  erythemato- 
sus, and  an  Immune  res- 
ponse which  can  trigger  a 
form  of  hepatitis. 
Minocycline,  an  antibi- 
otic available  in  tablet  or 
capsule  form,  is  Britain’s 
most  popular  anti-acne 


drag.  In  1993  800,000  pre- 
scriptions were  written  at  a 
cost  of  £23  million.  Seven 
I companies  make  the  drug. 

; which  has  been  available 
since  1972  and  costs  around 
£30  a month. 

The  report  by  Paul  Emery 
and  colleagues  at  Leeds 
university  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal  examines 
seven  patients  with  serious 
adverse  responses  to  the 
drag. 

The  researchers  claim 
that  the  Committee  on  the 
Safety  of  Medicines  has 
reports  of  11  patients  on 
the  drag  with  the  arthritis 
condition  and  16  with 
hepatitis. 

Doctors  say  two  patients 


have  died  while  taking  the 
drag,  one  from  severe  hepa- 
titis and  tbe  other  because 
the  patient's  bone  marrow 
toiled  to  produce  sufficent 
blood  cells.  A third  needed 
a liver  transplant. 

They  believe  there  may 
be  a case  for  giving  patients 
liver  function  tests,  but  this 
would  make  it  prohibi- 
tively expensive. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
Department  of  Health  said: 
“These  reactions  are  in- 
cluded in  product  informa- 
tion and  similar  side-effects 
occur  in  other  antibiotics  of 
Ihe  same  class.  Minocycline  | 
is  a useful  antibiotic  for  the 
treatment  of  a variety  of  in-  | 
fections  including  acne.” 


BRITAIN  5 

Dorrell  asks 
GPs  to  take 
more  work 


Chris  Whin 

Medical  Correspondent 


Family  doctors  should 
take  on  an  increased 
workload  embracing 
elements  of  care  pro- 
vided by  hospital  doctors, 
particularly  for  accident  and 
emergency  patients  and  the 
mentally  ill,  Stephen  Dorrell, 
the  Health  Secretary,  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Dorrell,  who  met  the 
British  Medical  Association's 
GP  committee  to  set  out  his 
vision  of  toe  family  doctor  of 
toe  future,  promised  he  was 
not  trying  to  shift  work  on  to 
general  practice  to  save 
money  from  hospital  budgets. 

He  said  an  expanded  role 
for  GPs  would  increase  their 
professional  satisfaction  and 
improve  care  to  patients. 
Extra  pay  and  resources 
would  be  provided  to  reward 
| GPs  for  toe  extra  work  by 
shifting  money  from  hospital 
services. 

The  proposed  changes  come 
as  part  of  the  Government's 
commitment  to  improving 
primary  care  — treatment 
provided  by  GPs,  practice 
nurses,  health  visitors  and 
other  staff  outside  hospitals. 

Family  doctors  themselves 
are  looking  to  renegotiate 
their  contract  of  what  ser- 
vices they  provide  as  part  of 
their  desire  to  free  them- 
selves from  night  calls. 

Mr  Dorrell  hoped  that  some 
agreement  could  be  reached 
by  toe  early  summer,  with 
changes  possibly  being  imple- 
mented before  a general 
election. 

“I  am  aware  that  within  the 
committee  and  toe  GPs  they 
represent  there  will  tend  to  be 
a feeling  that  this  is  unload- 
ing a new  workload  on  GPs. 
Any  politician  has  to  realise 
that  if  there  is  going  to  be  an 
extra  workload,  which  there 


Counting  on  themselves . - . Children  at  Hunters  Hall  primary  school  in  Dagenham,  east  London,  use  a projector  to  pass 
on  tips  for  solving  arithmetical  problems  to  classmates  daring  a Swiss-style  mathematics  lesson  photograph:  e Hamilton  west 

Heads’  plea  over  violent  parents 


needs  to  be,  we  must  have  dis- 
cussions with  the  profession 
about  how  this  is  to  be  borne. 

“The  objective  is  a reason- 
able reward  for  a reasonable 
workload.  This  is  an  opportu- 
nity to  improve  the  delivery 
of  care  to  patients  and  to 
make  the  job  more  rewarding 
for  the  professionals 
themselves.” 

He  wanted  to  remove  many 
of  the  barriers  between  fam- 
ily doctor  services  and  hospi- 
tal care,  providing  a “hospital 
without  walls”  where  consul- 
tants would  visit  GP  surger- 
ies and  run  outpatient  ses- 
sions. and  GPs  would  have 
more  responsibility  for  treat- 
ing hospital  patients,  under 
plans  set  out  by  consultants. 

In  particular  he  wanted 
GPs  to  take  on  more  care  for 
toe  mentally  ill  and  for  acci- 
dent and  emergency  patients. 
“We  want  to  deliver  more  ser- 
vices in  a primary  care  set- 
ting and  break  down  the  bar- 
riers between  hospital 
services  and  primary  care. 
These  are  two  big  changes 
which  have  a long  way  fur- 
ther to  go.” 

Nurses  or  other  staff  could 
take  up  some  of  toe  routine 
work  of  GPs.  and  paperwork 
could  be  cut,  allowing  them 
time  for  their  new 
responsibilities. 

The  BMA  said  the  develop- 
ment of  primary  care  through 
taking  on  additional  tasks 
should  only  take  place  with 
tile  consent  of  toe  profession, 
with  the  necessary  transfer  of 
resources,  and  after  a proper 
evaluation  of  the  case  for 
change'. 

“General  practice  must  not 
be  seen  as  a cheap  dumping 
ground,  to  which  workload 
inexorably  increases  without 
proper  funding  and  reward. 
Change  should  only  take 
place  in  a planned  and  struc- 
tured way.  not  in  a haphazard 
and  unconsidered  manner." 


thorities  provide  for  excluded 
pupils  is  breaking  down. 

“The  authorities  cannot 
cope  and  then  try  to  force 
schools  to  admit  pupils  who 
are  often  14  to  16-year -old 
tongs  whore  needs  cannot  be 
met  by  other  mainstream 
schools.” 

The  association  asked  Gil- 
lian Shephard,  the  Education 
and  Employment  Secretary, 
for  powers  to  exclude  pupils 
indefinitely. 

A spokeswoman  for  toe  De-  j 
pertinent  for  Education  and  1 
Employment  declined  to  com- 
ment on  the  N AST's  propos- 
als, which  she  said  would  be 
the  subject  of  discussions  be- 
tween Mr  Hart  and  Mrs  Shep- 
hard next  week. 


‘Naked  prejudice’ 
over  Godiva  prize 


Wchaal  EIHson 


WHEN  Coventry  set 
about  lining  up  a 
range  of  suitably 
grand  events  to  mark  toe  cen- 
tenary of  toe  motor  car,  it  nat- 
urally sought  to  enlist  toe 
support  of  some  of  the  city's 
most  prominent  citizens. 

True,  toe  35-year-old  wom- 
an who  hijacked  the  early  cel- 
ebrations by  removing  her 
clothes  during  a church  ser- 
vice on  Wednesday  was  not 
quite  what  they  had  in  mind 
But  a local  MP  would  surely 
not  do  anything  to  tarnish  the 
glory  of  motor  city? 

John  Butcher,  MP  for  Cov- 
entry South-west,  was  invited 
to  he  a patron  of  the  Interna- 
tional Godiva  Award,  which 
will  be  given  in  June  to  “toe 
woman  that  has  done  most  to 
achieve  social  change”.  Nomi- 
nations were  invited  from 
around  the  world  for  the  title, 
intended  to  reflect  “toe  spirit 
and  essence  of  Coventry”. 

Mr  Butcher  replied  on 
House  of  Commons  note-  ! 
paper:  “I  would  be  happy  to 
become  a patron  of  the  Inter- 
national Godiva  Award  but 
only  on  toe  grounds  that  toe 
award  will  not  include  a 
nominee  who  has  anything  to 
do  with  Aids,  multi-cultura- 
lism.  environmentalism,  sex- 
ism or  feminism. 

“I  only  mention  this  be- 
cause I am  getting  very  bored 
with  a fa&hion  which  has  al- 
most become  a form  of  censor- 
ship which  only  considers 
people  doing  good  works  in 
these  areas  to  receive  awards 
or  recommendation." 

Yesterday  the  former  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  Indus- 


try minister  said:  “The  award 
is  a good  idea,  but  these  fash- 
ionable ‘Isms’  have  had  a 
good  run  over  toe  last  five 
years. 

“If  they  were  considering 
someone  in,  say,  the  health 
field,  about  10  times  as  many 
people  die  of  cancer  as  die  of 
Aids.  There  could  be  a woman 
who’s  done  immense  work  for 
the  hospice  movement  and 
never  been  recognised." 

Victoria  Charlton,  orga- 
niser of  the  award,  said:  “His 
restrictions  would  rule  out 
j Mother  Teresa  and  Princess 
Anne.  I thought  we  were  liv- 
ing in  a multi-racial  society.  I 
thought  we  cared  about  the 
environment  and  I thought 
feminism  had  achieved  some- 
thing. Perhaps  I was  wrong. 

"This  is  not  what  I would 
have  expected  from  a Conser- 
vative MP.  His  attitude  to  the 
Godiva  award  is  naked 
prejudice." 


* * 


John  Butcher:  ‘No  greens, 
feminists  or  sexists* 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


World  news  in  brief 

Simitis  takes  over 
Papandreou  crown 

GREECE'S  ruling  socialist  party.  Pasok,  elected  Costas  Simitis, 
a reform-minded  moderate,  as  the  country's  new  prime  minis-  ’ 
ter  last  night  Mr  Simitis.  a university  academic,  replaces 
Andreas  Papandreou,  who  resigned  six  days  ago  during  his 
eighth  week  in  hospital. 

The  former  industry  minister  was  elevated  to  the  post  hy  a 
vote  margin  of  11  over  his  competitor,  AMs  Tsochadzopoulos, 
who  gained  75  ballots  in  the  two-round  race.  On  hearing  the 
result  Mr  Simitis  bailed  it  as  an  historic  moment  for  Pasok,  the 
Panhellenic  Socialist  movement  founded  by  Mr  Papandreou 
from  an  anti-junta  resistance  group  21  years  ago. 

“This  is  not  a persona]  victory,  but  a victory  for  the  whole  of 
Pasok,  the  country  and  the  future  of  the  centre-left"  Mr  Simitis, 
aged  59,  said  in  a short  speech  to  the  party. 

The  election  was  welcomed  by  Western  diplomats  who 
praised  his  pro-European  views  and  drive  for  reform,  “He  will 
be  less  hidebound  on  foreign  policy  and  probably  more  for- 
ward-looking on  issues  like  Cyprus  and  Turkey,”  a European 
Union  diplomat  said. 

But  the  victor's  honeymoon,  at  least  with  the  public,  is 
unlikely  to  last  long.  Mr  Simitis  will  inevitably  be  compared  to 
Mr  Papandreou,  not  least  in  his  ability  to  unite  Pasok’s  rival 
groups.  While  trying  to  satisfy  the  socialists’  many  different 
factions,  he  will  also  have  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  a 
more  democratic  leadership. 

“We  were  prepared  under  Andreas  Papandreou  to  put  water 
in  our  wine  and  accept  his  kind  of  leadership."  said  Giorgos 
Anomeritis,  the  deputy  economy  minister.  “But  now  we  want 
decision-making  to  be  more  of  a collective  business." 

The  socialists  are  acutely  aware  that  they  have  less  than  two 
years  left  in  office.  As  a result  the  new  prime  minister  faces  the 
unenvia  ble  task  of  placating  a public  that  has  become  increas- 
ingly disgruntled  with  the  government's  handling  of  economic 
and  foreign  affairs.  — Helena  Smith,  Athens. 


Crowds  mourn  Abacha’s  son 

MOURNERS  crowded  into  General  Sahi  Abacha  s home  yester- 
day after  the  Nigerian  leader’s  eldest  son,  Ibrahim,  was  killed  in  a 
plane  crash,  witnesses  said.  "The  family  compound  is  filled  with 
sympathisers,"  said  Alhaji  Musa,  a lawyer  in  Kano,  a city  in 
northern  Nigeria,  where  the  presidential  plane  crashed  on 
Wednesday  night  lulling  a total  of  14  people. 

The  News  Agency  of  Nigeria  reported  that  Colonel  Mohammed 
Wase,  the  military  administra  tor  of  Kano  state,  had  declared 
yesterday  and  today  public  holidays. — Reuter,  Lagos. 
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California  returns  to  the  cane 

A LEGISLATIVE  committee  voted  on  Wednesday  to  allow 
schools  in  California  to  resume  spanking  students,  despite  warn- 
ings that  such  discipline  could  encourage  violent  behavior.  The 
education  committee  narrowly  approved  a bill  that  would  allow 
schools  to  use  corporal  punishment  to  discipline  students  if 
parents  authorise  it 

Twenty -three  other  states  allow  corporal  punishment  in 
schools,  said  Mickey  Conroy,  the  Orange  County  assemblyman 
who  drew  up  his  bill  after  a Florida  statute  was  upheld  by  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  bill  is  likely  to  pass  toe  assembly,  which  has 
a slim  Republican  majority,  but  it  could  run  into  problems  in  toe 
Senate,  where  Democrats  have  the  majority. — AP,  California. 


Legal  ban  on  Mitterrand  book 

A PARIS  court  banned  a book  yesterday  which  alleges  that 
Francois  Mitterrand  kept  his  cancer  diagnosis  secret  for  11  years. 
Le  Grand  Secrei  (The  Big  Secret),  published  on  Wednesday,  was 
co-written  by  a doctor  who  treated  Mitterrand  for  14  years. 
Virtually  all  40,000  copies  of  toe  book  had  been  sold  before 
yesterday's  ruling 

The  former  president's  family,  using  French  privacy  laws, 
argued  that  Dr  Claude  Guhler  had  been  In  breach  of  confidence. 

Judge  Jacqueline  Cochard  ruled  that  the  publishers.  Plon. 
would  be  fined  1,000  francs  (£133)  for  each  copy  sold  of  the  98  franc 
book. — Karine  Vandenhove,  Fanis. 


Firefighters  struggle  to  contain  the  blaze  after  a light 
trainer  aircraft  crashed  Into  a clothing  shop  in  Bandung, 
Indonesia,  yesterday,  killing  15  people.  Airport  officials 
said  the  plane  had  developed  engine  trouble 


China  arrests  critic’s  brother 

CHINESE  police  have  arrested  the  brother  of  a former  Shanghai 
orphanage  employee  who  has  accused  officials  of  killing  children 
in  their  care,  charging  him  with  trying  to  topple  the  government, 
his  sister  said  yesterday.  Zhang  Jlan  was  taken  in  for  questioning 
on  January  9,  his  sister.  Zhang  Shuyun,  said  in  New  York. 

The  detention  of  Mr  Zhang,  an  official  of  the  Baoshan  district 
people's  government  in  Shanghai  and  a Communist  Paity  mem- 
ber, came  two  days  alter  Human  Rights  Watch  'Asia,  based  in 
New  York,  issued  a report  on  Chinese  orphanages  based  partly  on 
testimony  by  Zhang  Shuyun.  She  said  her  brotlier  was  charged 
with  "participating  in  the  counter-revolutionary  crime  of  sub- 
verting the  government".  The  charge  carries  a minimum  10-year 
sentence,  and  a maximum  death  penalty. 

Zhang  Shuyun.  a former  employee  of  the  Shanghai  Children's 
Welfare  Institute,  said  many  Chinese  orphanages  have  a policy  of 
deliberately  allowing  children  in  their  care  to  die  to  keep  num- 
bers within  budget  limits.  — Reuter,  Shanghai 


Angolan  summit  called  off 

THE  planned  summit  tomorrow  between  President  Jose  Eduardo 
dos  Santos  of  Angola  and  Jonas  Savimbi,  the  Unita  rebel  leader, 
was  called  off  yesterday,  placing  a new  question  mark  against  toe 
latest  attempt  to  end  the  civil  war. 

The  cancellation  cf  the  meeting  was  announced  as  Madeleine 
Albright,  the  United  States  ambassador  to  the  United  Nations, 
delivered  a warning  to  the  country  that  the  international  commu- 
nity expected  better  progress  towards  a settlement  Mr  Dos  Santos 
said  later  that  the  summit  had  been  called  off  at  the  request  cf  Dr 
Savimbi. 

Dr  Savimbi  was  due  to  present  Mr  dos  Santos,  the  MPLA 
leader,  with  nominations  For  a new  coalition  government,  and  a 
list  of  senior  Unita  officers  to  be  integrated  into  the  command  of 
the  national  defence  force.  — David  Beresford,  Luanda 


EU  sacks,  top  finance  official 

THE  European  Commission  confirmed  yesterday  that  it  had 
sacked  a senior  finance  official  who  claimed  the  drive  for  a single 
European  currency  had  damaged  national  economies  and  could 
ultimately  lead  to  war. 

Bernard  Connolly,  a Briton  who  headed  a unitresponsiblefor 
monitoring  the  European  exchange  rate  mechanism,  was  sus- 
pended in  September  after  the  publication  of  his  book.  The  Rotten 
Heart  of  Europe.  It  created  a storm  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
European  Union’s  executive  agency.  Klaus  van  der  Pas.  its  chief 
spokesman,  said  the  views  expressed  in  the  unauthorised  publica- 
tion were  "incompatible"  with  Mr  Connolly's  position. 

Mr  Conrrallv.  who  likened  the  Commission  to  a Stalinist 
bureaucracy  intolerant  or  open  debate,  promised  in  September  to 
take  legal  action  against  the  Commission  If  he  were  fired.  A 
spokeswoman  for  his  publisher.  Faber  & Faber,  said  he  will  make 
a Statement  at  toe  beginning  of  February.  — Bloomberg.  Brussels. 


On  patrol . . . Children  watch  Nato  forces  in  Tozla  yesterday  on  the  eve  of  the  deadline  for  Bosnian  government  and  Serb  forces  to  vacate  a demilitarised  zone  photooaaph-  corinne  dufka 

Soil  reveals  its  grim  secret 


An  empty  village  has  yielded  up 
‘an  important  part  of  the  jigsaw 
puzzle’  of  Bosnian  ethnocide. 

Julian  Borger  reports  from  a 
mass  grave  near  Srebrenica 


ONES  and  decom- 
posing body  parts 
strewn  "across 
patches  of  mud 
provide  grim  evi- 
dence that  the  abandoned  vil- 
lage of  Glogova  is  the  site  of 
two  previously  undiscovered 
mass  graves  containing  toe 
remains  of  Muslims  slaugh- 
tered last  July  by  Bosnian 
Serbs  after  the  foil  of  the 
United  Nations  “safe  area"  of 
Srebrenica. 

In  the  first  visit  by  journal- 
ists to  toe  area.  I found  indi- 
cations the  site  had  been  tam- 
pered with,  possibly  in  a 
botched  attempt'  to  cover  up 
evidence  of  atrocities.  The 
earth  shows  signs  of  having 
been  bulldozed  recently. 

Two  swaths  of  waterlogged 
ochre  clay  lie  on  either  side  of 
a dirt  road  in  Glogova.  about 
six  miles  north  of  Srebrenica. 
One  is  in  the  form  of  a rough 
circle  about  30  yards  in  diam- 
eter just  north  of  the  road. 

Near  the  centre,  a rotting  i 
limb  protrudes  from  the  mud. 
It  is  hard  to  tell  whether  it  is 
part  of  an  arm  or  leg.  Other 
bone  fragments  lie  nearby. 

The  second  muddy  patch  is 
south  of  the  read  and  further 
to  the  east  It  is  a rectangle, 
approximately  20  yards  by  50. 
A short  search  of  the  surface 
reveals  a jawbone  complete 
with  teeth  (one  with  a filling), 
the  crown  of  a skull,  and  sev- 
eral leg-bones  — all  clearly 


human.  Remnants  of  clothing 
and  shoes  are  scattered  all 
around. 

I also  saw  evidence  which 
corroborates  a survivor's  tes- 
timony that  the  biggest 
massacre  in  toe  aftermath  of 
Srebrenica  took  place  west  of 
Glogova,  in  a large  warehouse 
in  Kravica. 

One  survivor.  Hakija  Husej- 
; novic,  has  told  investigators 
that  on  July  13  last  year.  2,000 
Muslim  men  attempting  to  es- 
cape from  Srebrenica  were 
caught  crammed  into  toe 
warehouse  and  killed  with 
grenades  and  machine-guns 
fired  through  the  doors  and 
windows. 

The  burnt-out  blue  and 
white  warehouse  now  stands 
empty  at  the  spot  Mr  Husejno- 
vic  described.  Clusters  of  bul- 
let holes  are  clearly  visible 
around  the  windows  and  i 
doors,  which  are  blackened 
with  soot  The  presence  of 
Serb  soldiers  nearby  made 
closer  inspection  impossible. 

“We  have  reports  from  Kra- 
vica survivors  that  the  bodies 
were  taken  east  and  Glogova 
is  one  of  the  places  they  may 
hare  been  disposed  oT.”  a 
Western  investigator  said. 

He  described  the  discovery 
of  the  Glogova  site  as  "an 
important  part  of  the  Jigsaw 
puzzle".  It  adds  to  a growing 
mass  of  evidence  of  the  whole- 
sale slaughter  of  Muslims 
from  Srebrenica  for  which  the 


Bosnian  Serb  leaders, 
Radovan  Karadzic  and  Gen- 
eral Ratko  Mladic,  have  been 
indicted  by  toe  UN  war  crimes 
tribunal  Six  months  after  toe 
enclave  was  stormed.  5,000 
people  are  still  missing. 

Hitherto  unpublished 
United  States  satellite  photo- 
graphs and  preliminary  war 
crimes  investigations  both 
pointed  to  Glogova  as  the 
possible  site  of  a mass  grave, 
but  only  now  have  indepen- 
dent witnesses  reached  toe 
area. 

Glogova  is  the  fifth  mass 
grave  linked  to  the  Srebren- 
ica killings  to  have  been  dis- 
covered. US  officials  believe 
there  may  be  a sixth,  a few 
miles  west  of  Glogova,  and 
perhaps  more. 

Satellite  surveillance  spot- 
ted earth-moving  equipment 
moving  to  Glogova  in  Octo- 
ber, three  months  after  Sre- 
brenica fell.  US  sources  said 
it  appeared  that  material  was 
being  removed  from  the  site. 
The  treadmarks  of  bulldozers 
and  the  sharp  furrows  left  by 
excavators  still  appear  fresh. 


Judge  asks  British  for  help 


JUDGE  Richard  Gold- 
stone,  the  chief  prosecu- 
tor at  the  United  Nations 
war  crimes  tribunal  in  The 
Hague,  has  asked  the  Brit- 
ish army  for  help  in  investi- 
gating suspected  mass 
graves  in  western  Bosnia, 
Nato  sources  said  yester- 
day, writes  Julian  Borger. 

In  a letter  to  Admiral 
Leighton  Smith,  the  com- 
mander of  I-FOR,  the  Nato 
implementation  force,  the 
judge  asked  for  troops  to 
provide  security  “and  other 


support”  in  toe  investiga- 
tion of  a potential  grave. 

Nato  officials  confirmed 
the  site  was  in  western  Bos- 
nia, where  British  troops 
are  stationed  near  a disused 
mine  In  IJubija.  Investiga- 
tors believe  slaughtered 
Muslims  and  Croats  may 
have  been  buried  there. 

A Nato  spokesman  said 
Lieutenant-General 
Michael  Walker,  toe  com- 
mander of  the  Nato  Rapid 
Reaction  Corps,  was  “eval- 
uating*’ the  request. 


and  the  bones  and  body  parts 
were  dearly  broken  up  with 
some  force. 

The  tracks  appear  for  more 
recent  than  traces  left;  by 
heavy  machinery  at  another 
suspected  mass  grave  in  Nova 
Kasaba.  which  I also  visited 
this  week. 

The  Nova  Kasaba  site,  10 
miles  west  of  Glogova,  was  de- 
tected by  US  satellite  pictures 
in  July,  and  first  located  In 
August  by  an  American  Jour- 
nalist from  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor.  I visited  the 
site  on  Wednesday  and  found 
several  bones  and  shoes  em- 
bedded in  the  earth,  where 
grass  is  beginning  to  grow. 

If  an  attempt  was  made  to 
conceal  or  empty  the  Glogova 
mass  grave,  it  was  for  from 
meticulous,  leaving  bones  on 
and  near  the  surface.  It  is 
possible  that  they  were  .un- 
covered by  snow  and  rain 
after  the  site  was  bulldozed. 

"When  you  have  mass 
graves  which  are  dug  in  shal- 
low clay,  the  surface  peels 
away  really  quickly."  a West- 
ern investigator  said. 


But  that  leaves  open  the 
question  of  why  the  site  at 
Nova  Kasaba  — whose  exis- 
tence has  already  been 
revealed  — has  apparently 
been  left  untouched. 

War  crimes  investigators 
are  puzzled  at  what  appears 
to  he  an  Inconsistent  ap- 
proach. but  point  to  a mood  of 
defeatism  in  the  Bosnian  Serb 
camp  following  a string  of 
military  defeats  last  year. 

Evidence  of  mass  graves  in 
Glogova  first  appeared  on  sat- 
ellite photographs  a few  days 
after  Bosnian  Serb  troops 
overran  Srebrenica,  a govern- 
ment-held enclave  declared  a 
UN  “safe  area"  in  1993. 

On  July  11  last  year  the  UN 
abandoned  attempts  to  pro- 
tect Srebrenica  after  Largely 
symbolic  Nato  air  strikes  had 
come  too  late  to  stop  the  Serb 
onslaught 

Mr  Husejnovic  said  he  was  i 
in  a group  of  2.000  men  who 
surrendered.  On  July  13.  Gen  , 
Mladic  came  to  address  them.  1 

"You  know,  it’s  not  pleasant 
to  make  war  with  Serbia."  Mr 
Husejnovic  quoted  the  Serb 


general  as  saying.  The  men 
were  then  led  to  their  deaths 
in  Kravica  but  Mr  Husejnovic 
survived  by  playing  dead  and 
covering  himself  with  bodies. 

Srebrenica  has  been  sealed 
off  since  last  summer,  but  this 
week  a group  of  journalists 
succeeded  in  sidestepping 
Serb  checkpoints  by  using 
back  roads  through  a nearby 
mining  area. 

Since  its  Muslim  popula- 
tion was  driven  out  an  esti- 
mated 6,000  Serbs  have  ar- 
rived from  areas  of  western 
Bosnia  captured  last  year  by 
troops  erf  the  Muslim-Croat 
federation. 

They  have  taken  over  flats 
belonging  to  murdered  or 
evicted  Muslims  and  seem  to 
have  thrown  the  former  occu- 
pants' possessions  from  the 
windows. 

Old  furniture,  carpets  and 
household  waste  are  piled  up 
in  heaps  around  houses  and 
blocks  of  flats.  The  only 
businesses  which  appear  to 
be  functioning  are  a grocery, 
a telephone  exchange,  and.  a 
dingy  cafe  called  the  “Ca- 
lypso”. A line  of  dishevelled 
and  emaciated  people  had 
formed  outside  a clinic, 
apparently  waiting  for  food 
handouts. 

One  middle-aged  Serb  refu- 
gee said:  "It's  bad  here. 
There’s  worse,  but  this  is 
really  bad.  I have  no  job  and 
no  chance  of  getting  one." 

Questioned  as  to  the  where- 
abouts of  Srebrenica's  40.000 
Muslim  former  residents,  the 
new  arrivals  simply 
shrugged. 

The  sandbagged  bases  once 
manned  by  a Dutch  UN  battal- 
ion — whose  presence  was 
supposed  to  offer  protection 
to  the  local  Muslims  — now 
he  abandoned. 


Juppe  unveils  his  plan  to 
save  blighted  suburbs 


Aid  depends  on  reform 
pledge,  US  tells  Yeltsin 


The  prime  minister’s  pact  to  help  troubled 
estates  is  likely  to  please  neither  left  nor 
right,  reports  Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Paris 


THE  prime  minister. 
Alain  Juppe,  signalled 
a shift  in  bis  approach 
to  social  issues  yesterday, 
with  a plan  to  regenerate 
France's  troubled  housing 
estates  based  on  subsidies 
and  job  creation. 

Abandoning  the  blud- 
geoning tactics  which  led  to 
three  weeks  of  strikes  over 
welfare  reform,  Mr  Juppe 
unveiled  a 15  billion  franc 
(£2  billion)  "pad  for  city 
regeneration",  to  improve 
conditions  for  3 million 
people  on  lawless  estates. 

The  plan,  twice  delayed, 
aims  to  create  100,000  jobs 
over  four  years  and  is  a 
watered-down  version  of 
the  Marshall  Plan  for  the 
suburbs,  which  was  at  the 
centre  of  Jacques  Chirac's 
presidential  campaign. 

While  Socialists  praised 
the  plan  for  steering  clear 
of  the  “Intifhda  approach” 
which  had  been  proposed 
by  the  interior  minister, 
Jean -Louis  Debre,  they  said 
it  did  not  go  far  enough. 

The  Socialist  MP  Julien 
Dray  said:  “It  is  a pretty 
package  with  little  sub- 
stance. compared  to  what 
had  been  promised.” 


The  plan  incorporates  30 
British-style  enterprise 
zones  where  businesses 
will  pay  no  taxes  or  em- 
ployers' contributions  for 
five  years,  and  is  aimed  at 
ending  years  of  blight  on 

housing  estates. 

It  includes  measures  to 
create  jobs  for  under-25s. 
In  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
young  people  — often 
second  or  third  generation 
immigrants  — from  drop- 
ping out  of  school,  new  cur- 
riculums  will  emphasise 
sport  and  culture  rather 
than  academic 

achievement. 

The  one  concession  to  the 
law-and-order  lobby  is  the 
deployment  of  4,000  extra 
police.  But  that  is  a far  cry 
from  Mr  Debre’s  demand 
for  detention  centres  for 
persistent  offenders  under 
13.  The  plan,  which  will  af- 
fect only  350  out  of  the 
1,300  suburbs  identified  as 
“difficult",  is  toe  eighth 
since  1981. 

On  the  Noe  estate  at 
Chanteloup-les-Vignes,  30 
miles  north-west  of  Paris, 
jobless  teenagers  and  social 
workers  were  unimpressed. 

"By  not  injecting  enough 


money  in  enough  suburbs, 
the  government  is  sending 
out  toe  signal  that  toe  only 
way  to  get  anything  done  is 
to  riot,”  Yazid  Sherd,  a 
youth  worker  aged  37.  said. 

There  have  been  no  riots 
at  Chanteloup-Ies-Vignes. 
named  in  the  job  creation 
scheme,  since  1991.  But  It  is 
famous  because  it  served  as 
the  set  for  the  film.  La 
Hainc  (Hatred),  which  won 
the  Palme  d'Or  last  year. 

On  its  main  square,  six 
out  of  eight  businesses  are 
boarded  up.  Michel  Thecua. 
aged  59.  has  been  trying  to 
sell  his  newsagent's  shop 
for  10  years.  "We  cannot 
get  out  of  here  and  we  do 
not  particularly  want  tax 
incentives  to  stay/’  he  said. 

Nearby,  a group  of  youths 
between  16  and  18  were 
smoking  a joint.  "Of 
course,  we  need  jobs.  But 
what  happens  is:  the 
businesses  get  incentives  to 
come  here,  then  they  hire 
people  from  outside."  one 
said. 

Mr  Kherfi  said:  "The 
problems  run  so  deep  and 
there  is  so  much  despair 
that  no  one  here  has  any 
faith  in  government  mea- 
sures. At  street  level,  the 
equation  is  simple:  If  you 
see  that  the  guy  with  an 
education  is  on  the  dole  and 
the  guy  dealing  in  drugs  is 
driving  a BMW.  which 
would  you  want  to  be?” 


Martin  Walker 
In  Washington  and 
David  Hearst  in  Moscow 


WARNING  of  an  immi- 
nent crisis  in  Russia's 
relations  with  the 
West,  the  Clinton  administra- 
tion has  told  President  Boris 
Yeltsin  that  it  is  "absolutely 
essential"  he  reaffirm  his 
commitment  to  economic  and 
political  reform  — or  Western 
financinl  support  is  likely  to 
dry'  up. 

The  state  department 
praised  three  sacked  Russian 
reformers,  saying  that  the 
last  to  go.  Anatoly  Chubais, 
the  deputy  prime  minister, 
had  done  “a  brilliant  job"  in 
organising  the  world's  largest 
privatisation  programme. 

The  state  department 
spokesman,  Nicholas  Burns, 
said:  “As  we  try  to  think 
about  the  ramification  of 
these  resignations,  and  espe- 
cially that  of  Mr  Chubais,  we 
think  it  Is  absolutely  essential 
that  President  Yeltsin  and 
Prime  Minister  Viktor  Cher- 
nomyrdin reaffirm  the  reform 
basis  of  the  Russian 
government" 

Mr  Burns  said  it  was  very 
important  that  the  Russian 
government  continue  to  work 
with  the  International  Mone- 
tary Fund,  the  World  Bank 
and  Western  governments 
which  are  supporting  Russia 
with  billions  of  dollars.  Mr 


Viktor  Chernomyrdin:  ‘One 
of  the  West’s  last  friends' 


Chernomyrdin  would  be  told 
on  his  visit  to  Washington 
later  this  month:  "Maintain 
the  reforms  and  you  will 
maintain  Western  support  for 
those  reforms." 

Mr  Chernomyrdin  is  seen 
as  one  of  the  last,  isolated 
friends  of  reform  and  or  the 
West  in  a Kremlin  increas- 
ingly dominated  by  hard, 
liners.  But  the  American 
pressure  seems  certain  to 
backfire  by  provoking  resent- 
ment in  Russia. 

Former  ambassador  Vassi- 
ly Sofronchuk,  who  was  dep- 
uty  secretary  of  the  United 
Nations  from  1987  to  1882, 
said  the  IMF  and  World  Bank 
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^TeUAE  cannot  use  the  sophisticated  warplanes  it  has,  yet  is  buying  more — and  wants  Britain  and  other  sellers  to  defend  it  as  part  of  the  deal 
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Other  worlds 


David  Hirst 

THE  last  time  the  United 
Arab  Emirates  was  in 
the  news  it  concerned  a 
Filipino  maid,  aged  16,  who 
stabbed  her  employer  to 


death  after  he  put  a kitchen 
knife  to  her  throat  and  raped 
her.  A first  court  confirmed 
the  rape  but  found  her  guilty 
of  manslaughter,  a second. 
finding  no  evidence  of  rape, 
sentenced  her  to  death. 

She  eventually  went  free 
when  the  employer’s  family 
took  ‘‘blood  money”  in  com- 
pensation. The  case  drama- 
tised the  scandal  of  inden- 
tured servitude,  exploitation 
and  abuse  suffered  by  Asian 
maids  in  the  Gulf  and  the  me- 
dieval interpretation  of  Mus- 
lim law  which  the  courts 
apply  to  them. 

It  raised  a greater  furore  in 
Britain  than  the  way  the 
House  of  Saud  treats  its  dissi- 
dents — or  at  least  it  did  till 
Saudi  activist  Mohammed 
Mas’ari  came  along,  forcing 
John  Major’s  government  to 
make  the  abysmal  choice  it 
did  between  upholding 
human  rights  and  preserving 


Palestinians 
go  to  the  polls 
amid  unrest 


Derek  Brown  hi  Jerusalem 
and  Jessica  Berry  fn  Hebron 


CAMPAIGNING  for 

tomorrow's  Palestinian 
general  election  ground 
to  a halt  yesterday  in  a bliz- 
zard of  snow,  a flurry  of  vio- 
lence, and  claims  of 
malpractice. 

Half-hearted  attempts  to 
hold  demonstrations  and 
marches  came  to  little  as  hail 
and  sleet  battered  Jerusalem 
and  much  of  the  West  Bank. 

In  the  flashpoint  southern 
city  of  Hebron.  Palestinians 
opposed  to  the  ejection  con- 
fronted troops  guarding  a 
small  but  militant  community 
of  Jewish  settlers. 

As  protesters  chanted  anti- 
settler slogans,  Amer  Jabari,  a 
freelance  cameraman,  was 
chased  from  the  scene  and 
roughed  up  by  a group  of  sol- 
diers before  being  handed 
over  to  police.  The  army  said 
it  was  investigating. 

The  incident,  though  rela- 
tively minor*  summed  up  a 
two-week  campaign  marred 
by  sporadic  violence  and  bit- 
ter confrontations. 

Hebron  is  the  only  Palestin- 
ian town  ^where  Israeli  troops 
will  remain  in  strength  during 
and  after  polling.  The  turn-out 
is  expected  to  be  much  lower 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  West 
Bank  and  the  Gaza  Strip.  Pal- 
estinians in  the  town  believe 
that,  while  the  settlers 
remain,  the  self-rule  agree- 
ment with  Israel  means  iittLe- 
Jerusalem,  too,  is  a case 
apart.  Israel  agreed  to  fee  par- 
ticipation of  fee  city’s  Pales- 
tinian community  of  up  to 
85,000  adults.  Around  55,000 
have  registered;  all  but  5,000, 
however,  will  vote  outride  fee 
city,  on  Israeli  orders. 

Israel  imposed  severe  curbs 
on  campaigning  to  Jerusalem, 
banning  open-air  meetings. 
and  detaining  candidates  who 
broke  the  rules. 


Among  the  672  candidates 
contesting  88  seats  in  the  new 
legislature,  there  is  tittle  ideo- 
logical rivalry.  Platforms 
hardly  vary  between  PLO  loy- 
alists standing  for  Yasser  Ara- 
fat's Fatah  faction,  representa- 
tives of  a host  of  smaller 
parties,  and  independents. 

The  criticism  of  interna- 
tional monitors  has  been 
largely  ignored  by  the  Pales- 
tinian press.  The  Israeli  ob- 
server group.  Peace  Watch, 
said  yesterday  fee  campaign 
had  been  conducted  in  an  at- 
mosphere of  tear,  with  arbi- 
trary arrests  of  activists. 

An  army  of  foreign  observ- 
ers has  descended  on  the  terri- 
tories. including  big  teams 
from  -fee  European  Union. 
Japan.  Norway,  and  Canada. 
Smaller  groups  have  come 
from  countries  more  -familiar 
Wife  the  Palestinians*  style  Of 

democracy  — including  Egypt 
and  Jordan  — and.  from  the 
International  Islamic 
Conference. 

Palestinian  television  and 
radio,  under  fee  thumb  of  fee 
self-rule  Palestinian  Author- 
ity. reports  in  slavish  detail 
fee  daily  routine  of  fee  PLO 
chairman.  Mr  Arafat  He  is  in- 
volved in  a parallel  election 
for  the  post  of  raees  (president 
or  chairman)  of  the  Authority. 

Palestinian  media  have 
barely  made  mention  of  his 
only  opponent  Opinion  polls 
give  Samiha  Khalil,  aged  72, 
less  than  10  per  cent  of  sup- 
port and  Mr  Arafat  around 
80  per  cent  Mrs  Khalit  a 
noted  social  reformer,  has 
done  little  to  rouse  fee  elector- 
ate wife  her  vague  policy  of 
opposition  to  fee  Israel-PLO 
peace  accords. 

The  main  opposition  ac- 
tions, including  the  Tglamic 
group  Hamas  and  the  leftwing 
Popular  Front  are  boycotting 
fee  elections,  though  many  of 
their  supporters  are  expected 
to  back  independent 
candidates. 


‘Salacious’  chat  show  pioneer 
out-talked  by  new  generation 


fan  Katz  to  New  York 


PTTTT,  DONAHUE,  the  sil- 
very and  perpetually 
surprised  television  talk 
show  host,  is  to  hang  up  his 
microphone  almost  30 
years  after  pioneering  the 
genre  which  has  overran 
American  television. 

The  presenter,  aged  60, 
will  stop  fronting  Donahue 
at  the  end  of  the  present, 
series,  after  more  than 
6,000  shows  on  subjects 
from  sex  (often)  to  Salman 
Rushdie  (this  week’s  sur- 
prise guest). 

Mr  Donahue’s  once  enor- 
mous ratings  have  been 
whittled  down  by  competi- 
tion from  younger,  more 
glamorous  Imitators.  In 
recent  years  his  avuncular, 
lawyer ly  style  has  come  to 
seem  pedestrian  beside  sen- 
sationalist rivals. 

Mr  Donahue  is  said  to 
have  stumbled  on  the  audi- 
ence^ participation  format 

while  working  as  a televi- 
sion anchorman  in  Dayton, 
Ohio.  An  audience  had  as- 


sembled to  watch  a variety 
show  which  was  cancelled, 
so  Mr  Donahue  suggested 
they  watch  his  interview 
with  a celebrity  atheist  and 
' chip  in  some  questions  of  j 
their  own. 

After  tire  success  of  the 
programme  he  was  given 
his  own  one-hour  show, 
later  billed  as  the  talk  show 
“for  women  who  think”. 

Althpugh  he  posed  tough 
questions  and  collected  20 
Emmy  awards,  Mr  Dono- 
hue came  under  tire . tor 
selecting  salacious  themes 
and  triggering  the  booin'  in 
“tabloid  television”.  In 
1981  a-rtelevision  watchdog 
complained  that  two  ont  of 
every  five  shows  were 
about  sex  “and  most  of 
those  promote  abnormal 
sex”. 

At  his  peak  In  1988,  Mr 
Donahue  claimed  a 31  per 
cent  audience  share.  By  the 
time  he  lost  his  'New  York 
outlet  last-year,  his  share 
bad  fallen  to  about  15  per 
cent  and  he  had  been  over- 
taken by  at  least  five 
competitors. 


arms  sales.  It  chose  to  deny 
Dr  Mas’ari  asylum. 

Fortunately,  the  Govern- 
ment has  no  such  legal  obliga- 
tion to  protect  the  rights  of 
Asian  maids  In  the  UAE  as  it 
had  to  safeguard  Dr  Mas’ari. 
Because  it  is  now  competing 
for  what  has  been  called  "the 
last  great  arms  deal  of  the 
century”:  the  80  long-range 
strike  aircraft  which  the  UAE 
wants  to  buy  for  £4  billion  . 
‘‘Everyone,”  said  a UAE  offi- 
cial, “is  dying  to  get  this  one." 

France  — which  sold  the 
UAE  £2.4  billion-worth  of 
tanks  by  cutting  prices  hard 
— is  pitting  its  Mirage  2000- 5s 
against  Britain’s  Tornados. 
President  Clinton  has  tele- 
phoned the  UAE  president. 
Sheikh  Zayed  bin  Sultan  al- 
Nahyan,  asking  him  to  "give 
a chance”  to  American  F-16s 
or  F-15Es. 

In  this  buyer’s  market,  the 
UAE  is  well  placed  to  dictate 


terms.  Britain,  which  does 
not  like  those  terms,  is  penal- 
ising itself,  on  principle, 
against  its  competitors. 

The  conditions  are  these:  as 
the  price  of  its  largesse,  fee 
UAE  insists  on  defence  trea- 
ties wife  supplier  countries. 
FYance  has  obliged,  pledging 


seeks  a formula  which,  as  the 
Defence  Minister,  Michael 
Portillo,  put  it.  "is  consistent 
with  fee  tradition  of  armed 
forces  being  responsible  to 
their  own  governments  . . . 
even  in  another  country”. 

If  Britain  wins  the  day  for 
Tornados  by  compromising 


‘Never  in  the  history  of  armed  forces 
have  so  few  spent  so  much  to  create  so 
little  in  the  way  of  military  power* 


to  rush  a 70, 000- strong  rapid 
reaction  force.  120  warplanes 
and  300  helicopters  to  defend 
the  UAE  against  any  aggres- 
sion. The  US  is  working  on  a 
similar  pact 

But  after  long  negotiations, 
Britain  still  balks  at  the 
UAE's  demand  for  jurisdic- 
tion over  British  troops.  It 


its  principles,  that  will  not  be 
because  it  deems  the  UAE  a 
place  with  values  especially 
worth  defending.  Nor  could  it 
seriously  argue  that  the  Tor- 
nados will  contribute  one 
whit  to  the  UAE’s  defences. 

The  six  members  of  the 
Gulf  Co-operation  Council 
(GCC)  have  furnished  most  of 


fee  $800  billion  fee  Middle 
Bast  spent  on  arms  in  the  last 
20  years.  But,  says  Ahmad  Ha- 
shim,  a strategic  analyst, 
their  purchases  “constitute 
the  most  clear-cut  example  of 
the  uselessness  of  military  ex- 
penditure in  the  Middle  East. 
One  could  paraphase  Winston 
Churchill  and  say  that  never 
in  the  history  of  armed  forces 
have  so  few  spent  so  much  to 
create  so  little  is  fee  way  of 
effective  military  power.” 

The  UAE’s  likeliest  aggres- 
sor is  deemed  to  be  Iran.  Its 
geography  — a 500-mile 
coastal  strip  — and  popula- 
tion of  2 jZ  million,  less  than  a 
quarter  of  whom  are  UAE  na- 
tionals. mean  that  it  can  only 
be  protected  as  part  of  a con- 
certed, Saudi-based  defence  of 
the  whole  peninsula. 

But  the  GCC’s  so-called 
Peninsula  Shield,  of  which  a 
joint  100,000-man  army  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  core,  is  a fi- 


asco. The  six  states  blithely 
embark  on  their  independent 
arms- buying  sprees  without 
thought  of  strategic  or  techni- 
cal coordination. 

In  fee  UAE’s  case,  the  con- 
fusion becomes  almost  luna- 
tic. The  UAE’s  seven  emirates 
guard  their  autonomy  so  jeal- 
ously that  while  fee  richest, 
Abu  Dhabi,  effectively  con- 
trols the  65,008-man  federal 
army,  fee  next  richest  Dubai, 
provides  the  defence  minister 
and  maintains  Its  own  15.000- 
xnan  army.  Arms  procure- 
ment by  fee  seven  is  so  indi- 
vidualistic that  they  have  no 
fewer  than  14  models  of  ar- 
moured cars  in  service. 

Adding  80  state-of-the-art 
warplanes  to  fee  97  fee  UAE 
possesses,  but  cannot  prop- 
erly fly,  will  be  useless.  Buyer 
and  seller  will,  in  effect  ad- 
mit feat  For  feat  is  the  real 
meaning  of  fee  defence  pacts 
that  go  wife  such  deals.  The 


more  the  UAE  buys,  the 
readier  fee  seller  must  be  to 
come  to  its  defence. 

This  bizarre  logic  now  In- 
forms all  Gulf  arms  pur- 
chases, including  those  of 
Saudi  Arabia,  the  one  state 
which,  in  theory,  has  the 
manpower  and  strategic 
depth  to  make  serious  use  of 
them.  Superbly  equipped 
though  Saudi  Arabia  was 
when  Saddam  Hussein  in- 
vaded Kuwait  it  instantly 
sought  Western  protection. 

The  logic  has  little  to  do  with 
warfare,  much  to  do  with  the 
profits  that  go  into  Arab 
princes'  pockets  and  prop  up 
Western  arms  industries.  The 
only  real  curiosity  is  why, 
after  Dr  Mas’ari,  fee  British 
government  feels  it  has  any 
virtue  left  to  preserve,  and 
how  long  Mr  Portillo  will  bold 
out  for  principles  feat  spare 
British  soldiers  the  fate  of 
Asian  maids. 


Egypt’s  quiet 
militant  protests 
his  innocence 


Ian  Black  meets  an  exile  who  is  high  on 
Cairo’s  list  of  most  wanted  terrorists 


A Palestinian  woman  gxabs  an  Israeli  soldier’s  rifle  during  dashes  in  Hebron  yesterday  - photograph:  eyalwarshavsky 

Scandal  upends  Indian  leaders 


Suzanne  Goldenberg  in  New  Delhi 
reports  on  the  corruption  revelations 
that  have  redrawn  the  political  map 


NDXA  is  undergoing  a clear- 
out  of  some  of  its  most  fam- 
iliar political  figures  who 
have  been  implicated  in  fee 
corruption  scandal  that  has 
electrified  the  atmosphere  be- 
fore general  elections  ex- 
pected in  April. 

The  10  politicians  so  far  fee- 
ing corruption  charges  In  the 
650  million  rupee  (£12  mil- 
lion) scandal  include  three 


In  the  worid  before  the  19th  century  people 
did  not  have  jobs,  they  did  jobs-  In  pre- 
industrial  Britain,  jobs  weren’t  provided  by  an 
employer,  they  were  things  that  needed  to  be 
done  In  a certain  time  at  a certain  place.  Now 
'the  world  is  beginning  to  turn  full-circle. 
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cabinet  ministers,  as  well  as 
L.  K.  Advani.  president  of  the 
main  opposition  right  wing 
Hindu.  Bharatiya  Janata 
Party  (BJP),  and  Axjun  Singh, 
leader  of  a breakaway  Con- 
gress faction.  The  three  min- 
isters . resigned  on 
Wednesday. 

The  death  yesterday  ofN.  T. 
Rama  Rao.  one  of  the  coun- 
try’s most  flamboyant  politi- 
cians and  a former  matinee 
idol,  took  another  prominent 
figure  off  the.  political  map. 
and  introduced  additional  un- 
certainty among  contending 
parties. 

His  populous  home  state  of 
Andhra  Pradesh  is  seen  as 
crucial  to  the  regional  and 
leftwing  alliances  that  repre- 
sent India's  third  political 
force  after  fee  ruling  Con- 
gress (I)  party  and  the  BJP. 

All  the  main  national  par- 
ties. except  for  the  commu- 
nists, have  been  implicated  in 
the  corruption  scandal,  and 
the  death  of  NTR.  as  he  was 
universally  known,  deprives 


O' . 


the  regional  parties  of  an  im- 
portant figurehead. 

“Just  when  the  nation  is 
wondering  about  its  cbolce- 
lessness  on- the  eve  of  a gen- 
eral election,  it  has  been 
rudely  shocked  into  a realisa- 
tion of  fee  enormity  of  its 
choicelessness.”  said  the  Hin- 
dustan Times. 

The  charges  are  also  ex- 
pected to  scotch  moves  to 
reunite  the  Congress  by 
bringing  Mr  Singh  and  other 
dissidents  back  to  fee  main 
party  fold,  relieving  the 
prime  minister,  P.V.  Nara- 
shnha  Rao,  of  a renewed  chal- 
lenge from  within  his  party. 

In  his  last  public  act,  NTR, 
who  was  deposed  as  chief 
minister  of  Andhra  Pradesh 
by  his  son-in-law  last  August 
accused  Mr  Rao  on  Wednes- 
day of  manipulating  the  tim- 
ing of  the  scandal  revelations 
to  infect  maximum  damage 
on  his  political  opponents. 

The  corruption  first  came 
to  light  four  years  ago  with 
the  arrest  of  Kashmiri  mili- 
tants. The  Central  Bureau  of 
investigation  (CBD  began  to 
look  at  the  involvement  of 
politicians  after  a petition 
from  two  journalists. 

Mr  Rao.  the  direct  overseer 
of  the  CBI.  took  a personal  in- 


terest in  the  unfolding  of  fee 
scandal  late  last  year.  Indian 
news  reports  said  yesterday 
he  blocked  fee  prosecution  of 
eight  more  politicians  whom 
the  federal  police  agency  had 
sought  to  charge. 

Mr  Rao  has  faced  a tide  of 
criticism  for  his  unwilling- 
ness to  act  hgainst  corrup- 
tion, which  the  BJP  adopted 
as  its  main  plank  in  its  elec- 
tion platform.  His  decision  to 
sanction  the  CBI  prosecutions 
seems  especially  curious  after 
his  inaction  last  month  over 
criticism  of  Sukh  Ram,  fee 
communications  minister.  He 
was  accused  of  favouring  a 
company  from  his  home  state 
in  the  telecom  privatisation. 

The  scandal  centres  on 
money  paid  by  the  Jain  fam- 
ily of  industrialists  for  gov- 
ernment contracts  and  politi- 
cal favours,  flTifl  laundered 
through  black  market  foreign 
currency  transactions. 

But  the  political  realign- 
ments feat  are  expected  to  fol- 
low the  revelations  have  been 
put  on  hold  by  NTR’s  death. 
Mr  Rao  joined  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  mourners  at  his 
lying-in-state  at  a cricket  sta- 
dium in  Hyderabad  yesterday. 


YASSER  al-Sirri  is  an  un- 
likely assassin.  Sipping 
Coke  in  the  lobby  of  a 
London  hotel,  fee  hairitngl 
bearded  Egyptian  Islamist 

hag  a mild  mannpr  that  belles 

furious  complaints  from 
Cairo  that  Britain  is  harbour- 
ing a leader  of  the  infamous 
Jihad  movement 
As  Muslim  fundamentalists 
ponder  fee  fete  of  the  Saudi 
Arabian  dissident  Moham- 
med al -Mas’ari  — now  appeal- 
ing against  his  deportation  to 
the  Caribbean  island  of  Domi- 
nica — Mr  Sirri.  sentenced  to 
death  for  trying  to  kill  the 
Egyptian  prime  minister,  in- 
sists he  is  Innocent  and 
abides  by  British  law. 

Like  Mr  Mas'ari,  the  Egyp- 
tian militant  has  applied  for 
asylum  in  this  country,  but 
unlike  him  hag  heard  nothing 
substantial  from  the  Home 
Office  since  arriving  in  1994. 

Poor,  over-populated  Egypt 
does  not  have  the  same  clout 
as  Saudi  Arabia  with  its  lu- 
crative contracts  for  British 
arms  manufacturers.  On  the 
other  hand,  no  one  has 
accused  Mr  Mas'ari  of  mur- 
der or  involvement  in 
terrorism. 

Mr  Sirri  makes  no  secret  of 
his  views:  “The  whole  Egyp- 
tian people  is  in  prison  and  we 
want  than  to  smell  freedom," 
he  said  in  his  first  interview 
wife  a British  newspaper. 

‘There  has  to  be  rule  by 
sharia  [Koranic  law]  and  the 
people  must  decide.  If  .they 
can’t  do  that  through  elec- 
tions, they  most  obviously 
revolt  against  the  govern- 
ment As  for  my  presence  in 
Britain,  I came  here  in  good 
faith  and  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  not  to  break  its  laws.” 

Mr  Sirri  hotly  denies  any 
link  wife  fee  Jihad  (Holy 
War)  organisation,  whose 
members  assassinated  Anwar 
Sadat  in  1981  and  which 
claimed  responsibility  last 
November  for  blowing  up  fee 
Egyptian  embassy  in  Islam- 
abad, as  well  as  for  a series  of 
murders  in  Egypt  "Do  1 look 
like  a revolutionary?"  he  asks 
with  a smile. 

Egypt  insists  be  is  one  of 
six  Jihad  leaders  operating 
from  abroad.  Foreign  Office 
diplomats  have  ' heard 
repeated  complaints  in  Cairo 
and  London  but  have  received 
no  hard  evidence  of  his  guilt 
Boro  in  Suez  in  1962,  Mr 
Sirri  admits  to  a long  history 
of  trouble  wjth  the  authori- 
ties, peaking  with  the  death 
sentence,  imposed  in  absentia 
by  a military  court,  for  his  al- 
leged role  in  the  bombing  of 
the  motorcade  of  fee  prime 
minister,  Atef  Sidki,  tn  No- 
vember 1993.  Mr  Sidki  sur- 


News  in  brief 


vlved  but  a young  girl  died. 

Five  Jihad  activists  were 
hanged  for  that  crime  but  Mr 
Sirri  insists  he  was  in  Sudan 
when  it  happened.  He  was 
also  in  detention  in  Britain 
under  the  immigration  laws 
in  1994  — for  eight  months 
until  he  was  freed  on  bail  — 
at  a time  he  was  named  as 
meeting  a Muslim  Brother- 
hood activist  in  London,  a 
charge  that  surfaced  in  a 
second  trial  last  year  where 
he  was  jailed  for  15  years, 
again  in  absentia. 

Mr  Sirri  says  he  opposes 
violence  against  innocent 


‘There  has  to  be  rule 
by  sharia  and  the 
people  must 
decide.  If  they  can’t 
do  that  through 
elections,  they  must 
obviously  revolt 
against  the 
government’ 

Yasser  al-Sirri 


people  but  is  vague  about  how 
innocence  is  defined.  He 
claims  not  to  know  other 
Jihad  members,  including 
Ayman  Zawahri,  the  organi- 
sation’s Swiss- based  leader. 

But  Jihad  statements 
started  appearing  on  the  fax 
machine  of  a London-based 
news  organisation  shortly 
after  Mr  Sirri  was  given  the 
number. 

“The  Egyptian  authorities 
are  trying  to  say  that  they've 
solved  the  problem  erf  terror- 
ism inside  fee  country,  so 
now  they  are  talking  about 
people' abroad.”  he  says. 

Additional  reporting  by  Nico- 
las Pelham. 


Obituary,  peg*  10 


Kwasniewski 
threatens  poll 

Poland's  president,  Aleksander 
Kwasniewski.  Issued  a veiled 
threat  on  a visit  to  Brussels 
yesterday  to  call  new  general 
elections  if  fee  country’s  politi- 
cal stability  was  threatened  by 
proliferating  allegations  feat 
fee  ruling  Democratic  left  Al- 
liance (formerly  fee  commu- 
nists) was  riddled  with  people 
spying  for  Russia,  writes  John 
Palmer  in  Brussels. 

Refugees  riot 

Malaysian  police  yesterday 
fired  teargas  at  Vietnamese 
boatpeople  housed  in  a refu- 
gee camp  outside  Kuala  Lum- 
pur after  fee  inmates  had  set 
fire  to  two  of  their  barracks, 
witnesses  said.  — Reuter. 


Generals  arrested 

Three  retired  South  Korean 
army  generals  were  arrested 
yesterday  over  the  1980 
Kwangju  massacre  of  prode- 
mocracy protesters.  — Reuter. 

Rwandans  flee 

About.  15,000  Rwandan  refu- 
gees fled  towards  Burundi’s 
border  wife  Tanzania  yester- 
day after  fighting  in  north- 
east Burundi  forced  the  clo- 
sure of  their  camp.  — Reuter. 

Claim  for  funds 

Licio-  Gelli.  aged  76.  the  con- 
victed former  head  of  Italy's 
P-2  Masonic  lodge  who  is  ap- 
pealing against  a 17-year  jail 
term,  yesterday  sought  con- 
trol of  £68  million  in  Swiss 
hanks  frozen  since  he  was  ar- 
rested in  1982.  — AP. 
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A growing  life  of  crime 

Mr  Howard  must  know,  prison  isn't  the  answer 


EVERY  silver  lining  aids  in  a black 
cloud  — particularly  with  crime.  Four 
months  ago  there  was  a fullblown  press 
conference  at  the  Home  Office  to  mark 
the  second  successive  annual  fell  in 
official  recorded  crime.  Four  months  on 
a new  report  from  the  Home  Office  was 
released  without  fanfares  yesterday 
with  a much  more  ominous  message: 
the  possible  emergence  of  a lifetime 
criminal  class  beyond  a traditional 
hardline  core.  Produced  by  the  Home 
Office  research  department,  the  report 
reaches  the  astonishing  conclusion  that 
many  young  men  are  no  longer  growing 
out  of  crime  even  by  their  mid-20s. 
Indeed,  unlike  officially  recorded  con- 
victions, which  show  criminality 
among  males  dropping  steeply  after  the 
age  of  18,  the  new  survey  shows  crimi- 
nal activity  continuing  to  rise  through 
to  25.  The  survey  of  2,500  young  people 
was  confined  within  the  14  to  25  age 
group  in  the  belief  that  it  would  em- 
brace their  entire  criminal  careers.. In- 
stead, the  young  people  reported  an 
ever-rising  participation  rate  right  up. 
to  the  cut-off  point;  beginning  at  17  per 
cent  for  14  to  17-year-olds  and  rising  to 
27  per  cent  for  22  to  25-year-olds. 

Girls  still  conform  to  did  patterns. 
They  grow  out  of  crime.  Although  be- 
tween 14  and  17  they  are  now  nearly  as 
likely  as  boys  to  be  involved  in  offend- 
ing, by  their  early  -20s  their  rate  of 
offending  is  five  times  lower  than  their 
juvenile  rate.  The  traditional  transition 
from  immature  adolescent  to  mature 
adult  Cleaving  school,  leaving  home, 
becoming  economically  independent 
forming  partnerships,  creating  new 
families)  corresponds  with  an  end  to 
criminality  for  most,  women.  But  for 
males,  the  pattern  is  quite  , different 
Firstly,  they  are  less  likely  to  leave 
home,  enter  stable  relationships,  form 
new  families  and  become  economically 
independent  More  serious  still,  even 
when  this  transition  is  achieved,  men 


are  much  less  likely  to  grow  out  of 
crime.  The  researchers  suggest  one 
reason  why  this  trend  Thss  not  been 
picked  up  by  official  statistics  could  be 
a tendency  for  males  to  resort  to  less 
risky  and  harder-to-detect  crimes. 

The  report  should  be  sounding  alarm 
bells  in  Whitehall  This  is  the  first-ever 
official  study  of  youth  crime  based  on 
interviews.  It  provides  a much  more 
accurate  picture  than  official  statistics 
which  cannot  include  the  huge  number 
of  unreported  or  unrecorded  crimes.  It 
makes  complete  fools  of  the  succession 
of  ministers  who  have  denied  a link 
between  crime  and  unemployment. 
Michael  Howard  may  wish  to  avert  his 
eyes  from  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
young  men  without  work  but  his  own 
researchers  show  how  short-sighted 
this  approach  has  become.  It  is  just  four 
years  since  a bold  Metropolitan  police 
officer  exposed  the  nakedness  of  the 
current  crop  of  home  secretaries.  Un- 
like the  academics  and  their  caveats, 
Commander  David  Stevens  was  blunt 
and  truthful:  the  central  reason  for 
crime  was  “the  quality  of  our  life  . . . 
social  and  economic  malaise  ...  a defi- 
nite link  between  social  conditions  and 
crime  figures”. 

Mr  Howard’s  researchers  agree.  Com- 
mendably,  there  is  a chapter  at  the  end 
setting  out  what  works.  Nowhere  is 
there  anything  as  simplistic  as  prison. 
They  concentrate  on  prevention  rightly 
supporting  programmes  which  might 
make  Michael''  Howard  choke:  more 
support  for  families,  more  preparation 
for  parenthood  classes,  improving  pa- 
rental supervision,  reducing  truancy 
and  school  exclusion,  more  school- 
parent  contracts.  Once  upon  a time  a 
Tory  home  secretary  would  have 
agreed.  Tories  were  the  party  of  the 
family.  Families  were  complex.  Now  it's 
easier  to  chant  cheap  mantras:  prison - 
works.  It  doesn’t  as  his  researchers 
demonstrate. 


Calling  Saddam  Hussein’s  bluff 

We  don’t  know  if  his  food-for-oil  move  is  real  so  let’s  test  him 


WITH  NO  end  in  sight  to . the  UN 
sanctions  regime  against  Iraq,  Baghdad 
says  it  is  prepared  to  discuss  the  food- 
for-oil  deal  which  has  long  been  on  offer 
from  the  UN  as  a way  of  relieving  the 
malnutrition  and  ill-health  caused  by 
the  trade  embargo.  But  is  Saddam  Hus- 
sein under  enough  domestic  pressure  to 
be  genuinely  interested  in  picking  up  a 
UN  proposal  with  which  he  has  been 
playing  political  acrobatics  since  1992? 
Or  is  this  another  one  df  Saddam  Hus- 
sein’s defiant  teasers  aimed  at  remind- 
ing the  international  community  that 
five  years  after  the  Gulf  war,  he  is  still 
calling  the  tune  in  Baghdad?  Where \ 
Saddam  is  concerned,  there  is  always  a , 
risk  of  miscalculation.  Look  no  further , 
than  this  week’s  confessions  from  Pres- 
ident Bush  and  General  Norman 
Schwarzkopf  that  they  had  grossly 1 
underestimated  the  Iraqi  leader’s  stay- 
ing power,  and  had  been  quite  wrong  to 
assume  that  he  would  fell  within 
months  of  Iraq’s  eviction  from  Kuwait 
It  might  be  similarly  misleading  to 
think  that  the  fall-out  from  Iraq's  acute 
food  shortages  has  become  so  politically 
dangerous  to  Saddam  that  he  is  being 
driven  to  do  a deal  with  the  UN  which 
he  has  consistently  condemned  as  “an 
affront  to  (Iraq’s)  sovereignty." 

Under  the  UN  proposal  Iraq  would  be 
permitted  to  sell  a limited  amount  of  oil 
with  two  thirds  of  the  proceeds  used  to 
buy  food  and  medicines,  with  the  rest 
paid  into  a reparations  fund  for  Kuwait 
and  applied  to  defray  the  costs  of  the 
UN  special  commission  overseeing  the 


destruction  of  Iraq’s  weapons  of  mass 
destruction.  The  money  would  he 
placed  in  a UN  escrow  fund.  This  pro- 
posal was  first  made  in  a 1992  Security 
Council  resolution  and  was  renewed 
last  April  on  improved  terms  in  resolu- 
tion 986.  According  to  the  current  reso- 
lution, Iraq  could  sell  $2  billion  of  oil 
over  a six-month  period,  with  the  door 
left  open  to  the  Security  Council  to 
renew  the  process  for  further  periods  of 
six  months.  Until  now,  mtennittent 
negotiations  aimed  at  securing  Iraq’s 
agreement  have  always  broken  down. 
Now,  for  the  first  time,  Baghdad  has 
seized  the  initiative  “to  start  a dialogue 
without  preconditions.”  Hard  though  it 
is  to  reconcile  it  with  such  a conces- 
sion, Iraq’s  deputy  prime  minister, 
Tariq  Aziz  has  also  told  Dr  Boutros- 
Ghali  that  Iraq  still  objects  to  resolu- 
tion 986  as  interference  in  the  country’s 
internal  affairs.  It  is  certainly  worth 
probing  Saddam's  intentions.  Indeed 
the  Security  Council  should  allow  the 
UN  Secretary-General  to  have  some 
flexibility  in  his  talks  with  the  Iraqis.  It 
would  be  wrong  to  insist  on  a take-it  or 
leave-it  attitude  on  resolution  986. 
Allowance  should  be  made  for  some 
face-saving  concessions.  There  Is  a 
mass  of  evidence  from  international 
bodies  that  UN  sanctions  have  had  a 
disastrous  effect  on  the  well-being  of 
Iraq’s  people.  It  is  vital  that  the  oil-for- 
food  deal  is  given  a serious  chance. 
Saddam’s  bluff,  if  it  is  only  that,  should 
be  called.  And  if  he  is  serious,  then  all 
the  more  reason  to  be  constructive. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Don’t  knock  the  living  daylight 

The  Butterfill  bill  is  too  importantto  be  talked  into  oblivion 


THIS  morning  MPs  will  debate  whether 
Britain  should  have  an  extra  hour  of 
daylight  during  winter  evenings  at  the 
expense  of  darker  mornings.  John  But- 
terfill's  Bill  is  important  and  has  the 
potential  to  enrich  the  lives  of  many 
people.  The  Prime  Minister  has  been 
persuaded  to  obstruct  it  to  avoid  a 
possible  political  backlash  in  Scotland. 
MPs  opposing  the  measure  will  try  to 
talk  it  out  so  it  disappears  without 
trace.  Supporters  need  100  votes  to  dose 
debate  and  force  a vote.  The  "payroll 
vote”  of  well  over  100  ministers  and 
others  have  been  told  to  abstain  on  the 
closure  vote  so  the  Bill’s  success  de- 
pends on  Mr  Butterffll  rustling  up  100 
MPs  on  a dull  Friday  in  winter. 

It  is  absurd  for  a measure  like  this  to 
depend  on  parliamentary  high  jinks 
rather  than  a free  vote.  Research  by 
independent  bodies  like  the  Policy 
Studies  Institute  and  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  indi- 


cates that  an  extra  hour  of  daylight 
would  not  only  improve  the  quality  of 
life,  save  energy,  keep  us  in  step  with 
Europe  and  boost  tourism,  but  would 
result  in  a significant  net  reduction  in 
accidents  (increases  in  the  morning 
being  more  than  offset  by  reductions  at 
night).  A strong,  but  not  overwhelming, 
Scottish  lobby  strongly  opposes  the 
measure  even  though  research  shows 
that  the  farther  north  you  go  the 
greater  the  net  reduction  in  accidents. 
The  only  research  disputing  these  find- 
ings was  published  this  week  by  De 
Mantfort  University  on  the  eve  of  the 
debate  and  nearly  10  years  alter  the 
campaign  started.  If  there  is  new  evi- 
dence then  the  place  to  discuss  it  is 
during  the  committee  stage  when 
amendments  can  be  taken.  Until  then 
MPs  should  ensure  that  an  important 
bill  capable  of  enriching  the  lives  of 
ordinary  people  is  not  killed  by  time 
; and  talked  into  oblivion. 


On  life 
in  the  pen 

ALTHOUGH  the  Home 
/VOffice  now  seem£  prepared 
to  modify  the  barbaric  prac- 
tice of  keeping  pregnant 
women  shackled  until  they  ac- 
tually go  into  labour,  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  extension 
of  this  “mercy”  to  those  who 
are  otherwise  needing  to  be  in 
hospital  You  report  (Prisoner 
keeps  chains,  January  17)  the 
failure  of  a second  attempt  to 
secure  bailfbr  an  HIV-positive 
woman  shackled  24  hours  a 
day  in  a ward  of  a London  hos- 
pital. compelled,  it  would 
seem,  to  empty  her  bowels  and 
hladrter  white  chained  to  a 
man  on  the  other  side  of  a lav- 
atory door. 

In  The  Informed  Heart, 
Bruno  Bettlebeim  describes 
one  of  the  ways  in  which  Nazi 
concentration-camp  guards 
psychologically  coerced  their 
captives  into  submission:  de- 
liberately controlling  their 
freedom  in  regard  to  the  elimi- 
nation of  bodily  wastes.  Have 
standards  of  decency,  never 
mfafl  humanity,  taller1  so  low 
inBritafti  inl996?  ..  " 

(Protf)  Terence  Morris. 

23  Eastgate  Street,  - •. 

Winchester,  Hants  SO 23  8EB. 

[HAVE,  over  my  six  years 
land  seven  months  inside, 
seen  a large  rise  in  the  use  of 
class  A drugs  in  Stocken  and 
AshwelL  and  many  of  my 
friends  being  released  with 
heroin  habits.  Alter  my  own 
cousin's  death  from  a heroin 
overdose  (Aged  23),  I decided 
to  take  a stand,  and  hanripri  in' 
to  staff  here  at  Stocken  and  at 
Ash  well  seven  syringes,  two 
bottles  of  test oste rones,  ec- 
stasy tablets,  heroin  and  can- 
nabis to  the  value  of  about 
£500.  Now  I find  myself  in  soli- 
tary confinement  as  Tm  told 
by  the  governor  at  AshweD 
that  I have  been  rocking  the 
boat  and  upsetting  prisoners. 
George  Rowlett 
HM  Prison  Stocken, 

Leics  LE15  7RD. 


Arthur,  you  didn’t  ask  us 

ARTHUR  SCARGILL  is  l not  respond  to  it  in  kind,  how-  [ IT  was  distressing  for  an  ad- 
right  when  he  points  to  ever.  Rather,  we  should  learn  Imirer  of  Ken  Livingstone  to 
the  frustration  of  thou-  from  its  reckless  mistaka  and,  read  his  comments  (January 


HE  SHEEP-counting  numer- 
lials  (Letters,  January  13 
and  18):  as  a child  I came 
across  the  first  10  in  Monica 
Edwards's  The  Summer  Of 
The  Great  Secret  They  were 
said  to  come  from  Borrowdale, 
Cumberland.  I wrote  asking 
for  more  and  so  learned  the 
following:  yan.  tyan,  tethera. 
methera,  pimp,  sethera,  leth- 
era,  overa,  dovera,  dick,  yan-a- 

dick,  tynn-a-dick,  Cethera-dick, 

methera -dick,  bumfit  yan-a- 
bumfit  tyan-a-bumfit  tethera- 
bumfit  methera-bumfit  gig- 
got  yan-a-giggot . . . “And  so 
on,"  finished  Ms  Edwards,  to 
my  frustration. 

AilsaCregan. 

76  Wood  Close, 

Hatfield,  Herts  ALIO  BTC. 


Arthur  scargill  is 
right  when  he  points  to 
the  frustration  of  thou- 
sands of  people  disenfran- 
chised by  New  Labour  and  by 
oar  present  electoral  system 
(We’re  moving  home.  January 
15)-  The  problem  is  that  the 
process  by  which  he  has 
founded  the  SLP  has  disenfran- 
chised many  future  supporters 
of  a party  cf  the  radical  left 
On  the  Continent,  effective 
parties  to  the  left  cf  social 
democratic  parties  — like  the 
United  Left  in  Spain  or  the 
Green  Left  in  Holland  — have 
been'  the  result  of  years  cf 
careful,  democratic  negotia- 
tion and  joint  work  between  a 
range  of  Sodalst  Communist 
Trotskyist  left  given  and  left 
nationalist  organisations.  Be- 
lieve it  or  not  it  can  be  done!  j 
By  contrast  the  Socialist , 
Labour  Party  has  been  set  up  ' 
in  two  months  between  the  I 
proposal  and  the  agreement 
mi  the  constitution,  by  a small 
group  of  people  without  any 
effort  to  discuss  or  negotiate 
with  sympathetic  political  or 
campaigning  organisations, 
including  many  in  the  Labour 
Party,  over  timing,  strategy 
and  structure.  It  Is  a botched 
beginning  to  asound  idea. 

The  additional  difficulty 
which  the  left  faces  in  Britain, 
of  a first-past-the-post  elec- 
toral system,  would  seem  to 
imply  fixe  need  to  be  even 
more  careful  to  ensure  that 
the  timing  is  right  for  maxi- 
mum support  and  for  inclu- 
sive alliances  to  be  built  In- 
stead. the  SLP  is  reproducing 
all  the  institutional  sectarian- 
ism of  Labour,  Old  and  New.  . 
The  rest  of  the  left  should 


Rock  ’nf  poll 

THAT  it  has  taken  until 
now  for  a campaign  such 
as  Rock  the  Vote  (Rocking  the 
young  into  vote  awareness, 
January  15)  to  be  launched  in 
the  UK  shows  how  little  is 
thought  of  the  votes  of  young 
people.  Mainstream  political 
parties  do  very  Little  to  en- 
courage the  young  electorate 
to  participate.  Yet  their  votes 
are  profoundly  Important  and 
young  people  should  be  en- 
couraged to  understand  and 
contribute  to  politics. 

With  so  much  disarray  over 
controversial  subjects  such  as 
Europe,  schools  have  diffi- 
culty in  deciding  what  to 
teach  and  how  to  teach  it. 
Thus  It  is  left  to  campaigns 
such  as  Rock  the  Vote  to  raise 
awareness.  Political  parties 
must  change  their  opinion  of 
young  people.  They  must  be 
prepared  to  listen  to  the 
needs,  and  understand  the 


not  respond  to  it  in  kind,  how- 
ever. Rather,  we  should  learn 
from  its  reckless  mistake  and, 
where  it  gets  off  the  ground, 
work  with  it  on  the  issues  of 
proportional  representation, 
shorter  working  hours,  decent 
pensions  and  democratic  pub- 
lic ownership,  on  which  Scar- 
gill is  at  his  best 
Hilary  Wainwrlght 
Editor,  Red  Pepper, 

3 Gunthorpe  Street 
London  El  7RQ.  » 

KEN  LIVINGSTONE'S 
bizarre  prognosis  for  the 
fixture  of  the  next  Labour  gov- 
ernment (The  Party's  not 
over,  January  18)  flies  in  the 
face  of  all  we  know  about 
Tony  Blair's  new  Labour 
Party.  But  leaving  that  aside.  I 
must  comment  on  what  he 
says  about  me  and  the  forth- 
coming book  I am  writing 
with  Roger  Liddle,  The  Blair 
Revolution.  He  claims  that  it 
will  contain  “thinking  against 
the  welfare  state”  and  talk  of  a 
"merger  with -the  Liberal, 
Democrats”..  He  presumably . 
bases  this  nonsense,  on  a mix- 
ture of  his  crystal  ball  and  tor 
accurate  press  speculation 
that  I have  already  made  dear 
is  fallacious.  1 - 

I am  not  sure  if  he  will  be 
relieved  or  disappointed  by 
what  the  book  actually  con- 
tains but  hope  that  he  will 
find  something  in  its  outline 
of  Labour's  plans  for  eco- 
nomic, social  and  political 
renewal  with  which  he  can 
agree.  It  would  make  a pleas- 
ant change. 

Peter  Mandelson  MP. 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A  OAA. 


IT  was  distressing  for  an  adr 
xnirer  of  Livingstone  to 
read  his  comments  (January 
15)  on  those  of  us  who  look 
towards  Arthur  Scar  gill’s 
Socialist  Labour  Party.  Ken 
called  us  “nutters”  and 
accused  the  miners*  leader  of 
“opting  out  of  the  struggle 
over  the  friture  direction  of  a 
Labour  government". 

Your  political  correspon- 
dent has  since  reported  that  in 
a New  Labour  government 
“Mr  Blair  might  welcome  a 
deal  (with  the  Lib  Dems) 
which  frees  him  from  depen- 
dence on  leftwing  back- 
I benchers  in  his  own  party”. 
Maybe  we  true  Socialists  are 
more  realistic  than  those  who 
choose  to  stay  in  New  Labour 
(or  SDP  Mark  2). 

Catherine  Thackray. 
Greenwoods, 

Reap  Hirst  Road, 

Birkby, 

Huddersfield  HD2  2DD. 

YOUR  assertion  (Leader, 
January  15)  that  the  left  in 
the  Labour  Party  will  re- 
assert itself  if  and  when  a 
Blair  government  embarks  oh 
policies  which  are  strongly  op- 
posed within  the  unions,  ex- 
hibits a poor  grasp  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  party  in 
government  this  century. 

All  such  previous  attempts 
have  collapsed  when  con- 
fronted by  the  rallying  call  of 
“Don't  rock  the  boat"  — a 
mentality  that  Blair  has  now 
fine-tuned  into  a complete 
ideology. 

M A Woodgate. 

.8  Foxhunter  Walk. 

BlUericay, 

Essex  CM11 1ED. 


issues,  which  concern  the 
young  electorate.  They  must 
make  policies  which  address 
a representative  cross-section 
of  the  population,  from  the  el- 
derly to  the  young.  And  it 
must  be  done  now,  or  cam- 
paigns such  as  Rock  the  Vote 
will  do  nothing  but  reveal  the 
Inadequacies  of  politics. 

This  campaign  must 
remain  politically  neutral  be- 
cause making  the  choice  be- 1 
tween  political  parties  is  diffi- 1 
cult,  especially  when  there  I 


Just  who  is  bypassing  the  truth  at  Newbury? 

\ A /HEN  are  the  opponents  [ ity  has  been  even  further  [ port  programme,  traff 
V V of  the  Newbury  bypass  eroded  by  the  overwhelming  Increase  — whether  t 


V V of  the  Newbury  bypass 
going  to  have  the  courage  to 
admit  that  the  road  will  bring 
huge  environmental  benefits 
to  Newbury?  No  one  denies 
that  the  road  will  damage  the 
countryside  to  the  west  of  the 
town.  The  issue  is  one  of  envi- 
ronmental balance.  Do  the 
benefits  outweigh  the 
disadvantages? 

The  present  road,  running 
through  the  middle  of  our 
lovely  old  market  town,  car- 
ries more  than  50.000  vehicles 
a day  including  10.000  HGVs. 
These  produce  a huge  and  un- 
necessary amount  of  air  pol- 
lution, as  the  notorious  New- 
bury bottleneck  frequently 
jams  them  solid. 

The  arguments  against  the 
bypass  have  been  consistently 
exaggerated.  For  example,  fee 
modem  design  of  the  bridges 
over  the  Lambourn  and  the 
Kennet  will  reduce  run-off 
into  those  SSSls.  Currently 
that  traffic  crosses  the  SSSls 
on  older,  less  effectively  de- 
signed, bridges.  By  denying 
that  there  will  be  any  envi- 
ronmental benefits,  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  bypass  simply 
lose  credibility,  tills  credibil- 


ity has  been  even  further 
eroded  by  the  overwhelming 
support  for  fee  bypass  shown 
in  the  latest  poll.  The  70  per 
cent  backing  for  the  road 
gives  the  lie  to  the  protesters' 
claim  to  have  the  majority  of 
public  opinion  behind  them.- 
David  Rendel  MP. 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A  OAA. 

IT  was  very  kind  of  Prank 
Dumbleton  to  come  to  the 
aid  of  East  Ilsley  in  his  attack 
on  David  Rendel  MP  (Letters, 
January  18).  but  he  was  not 
speaking  for  me  or  for  most  of 
East  Ilsley's  residents. 

We  know  that  we  live  next 
to  a trunk  route/designated 
Euro-route.  We  also  know 
that,  until  the  Newbury  west- 
ern bypass  is  opened,  the 
40,000  vehicles  with  national 
and  international  destina- 
tions that  pass  our  village 
every  day  have  no  alternative 
but  to  join  local  traffic  and 
crawl  through  Newbury. 

The  Newbury  bypass  in  it- 
self will  not  attract  more  traf- 
fic to  the  A 34,  as  Mr  Dumble- 
ton claims.  Until  a national 
government  gets  on  with  a 
long-term,  integrated  trans- 


port programme,  traffic  will 
Increase  — whether  the  by- 
pass Is  built  or  not.  But  until 
the  bypass  is  built,  and 
through  traffic  separated 
from  local  traffic,  Newbury 
will  not  be  able  to  solve  its 
local  transport  problems. 

Jo  Hawkins. 

Montpelier  Stables, 

East  Ilsley,  Berks  RG20  7LP. 

David  rendel  mp  ts  not 
the  only  Liberal  Democrat 
whose  actions  contradict  ids 
party’s  claim  to  be  environ- 
mentally friendly  (Leader. 
January  17).  Eastbourne's  Lib 
Bern-dominated  council  chose 
to  use  tropical  hardwood  for 
its  massive  sea-defence 
scheme.  After  a long  battle. 
Friends  of  fee  Earth  finally 
won  the  concession  feat  only 
eco-certifled  timber  would  be 
used.  A couple  of  months 
later,  this  decision  was 
reversed  in  a dosed  meeting 
of  fee  council  and  work  is  go- 
ing ahead  using  uncertified 
timber. 

Michael  LePage. 

Co-ordinator.  Eastbourne 
Friends  of  fee  Earth, 

3 Chatsworth  Gardens, 
Eastbourne  BN20  7JF. 


are  essentially  no  policies 
directed  at  the  young 
electorate. 

Richard  Tate  (19). 

5 Bainton  Road, 

Tipthorpe,  Nr  Driffield. 

East  Yorks  Y025  9LF. 

Letters  to  the  Editor  may  be 
(axed  on  0171  837  4530  or  sent 
by  post  to  118  Farringdon  Road. 
London  ECl  R 3ER,  and  by  e- 
mall  to  letters®; guard i an. co.uk. 
We  may  edit  them  lor  clarity  and 
concision. 


A Country  Diary 


Economical 
with  the  service 

(SHARE  the  apprehensions 
of  Lord  Bancroft  (An  ethos 
up  for  sale,  December  20)  on 
the  implications  of  the  Gov- 
ernment’s decision  to  priva- 
tise its  Recruitment  and  As- 
sessment Services  (RAS). 

The  RAS  (like  their  precur- 
sors) are  sometimes  accused 
of  being  slow-moving  and 
bureaucratic.  If  a successor 
organisation  can  carry  out 
the  same  tasks  more  respon- 
sively and  effectively,  that  is 
to  be  welcomed,  though  I am 
not  convinced  feat  privatisa- 
tion is  a necessary  condition 
for  achieving  it  A privatised 
RAS  will  no  doubt  be  freer  to 
compete  for  non-governmen- 
tal business  and  earn  a little 
money  in  the  process.  My  fear 
is  that  these  potential  benefits 
may  be  outweighed  by  the  po- 
tential risks. 

In  so  far  as  the  privatised 
RAS  are  carrying  out  services 
for  government,  it  Is  of-  the 
utmost  importance  that  they 
continue  to  carry  them  out 
with  the  maintenance  of  the 
integrity  and  probity  of  the 
public  service  as  their  pri- 
mary duty.  We  pride  our- 
selves on  maintaining  the  tra- 
ditional virtues  of  Integrity, 
probity,  political  impartiality 
and  freedom  from  corruption 
of  our  Civil  Service.  Recruit- 
ment by  open  competition  on 
merit  alone,  supervised  by  an 
independent  body  protected 
from  political  or  any  other  in- 
terference, is  one  of  the  foun- 
dations on  which  that  tradi- 
tion Is  built,  and  one  of  the 
guarantees  of  its  preservation. 

We  are  so  used  to  the  tradi- 
tion that  we  tend  to  take  it  for 
granted,  and  think  of  it  as  an 
eternal  and  inviolable  verity. 
monumentum  aere  perennius. 
It  is  not  it  is  something  that 
our  forebears  had  to  strive  to 
achieve  and  we  have  con- 
stantly to  tend  it  if  we  want  to 
maintain  it  It  Is  a living  and 
vulnerable  plant  nett  immune 
from  damage;  and,  if  it  were 
damaged,  even  inadvertently, 
it  could  take  years  — a gen- 
eration — to  restore  it 
The  working  of  the  RAS 
needs  to  be  managed  with 
that  consideration  — not 
profit  — primarily  in  mind. 
Maintaining  what  Lord  Ban- 
croft has  described  as  the 
public-service  ethos  must  be 
the  first  of  the  duties  for 
which  those  responsible  for 
the  RAS  are  held  accountable. 
If  we  cannot  be  confident  that 
this  will  be  preserved  in  a pri- 
vatised RAS,  then  it  would  be 
better  not  to  privatise  the 
RAS  at  all. 

Lord  Armstrong. 

(Head  of  the  Home  Civil 
Service  1983-87.) 

House  of  Lords, 

London  SWi  A OAA. 


NORTHUMBERLAND:  Due  to 
the  warm  weather  we  eqjoyed 
last  summer,  bird  colonies  on 
the  Fame  Islands  off  our 
Northeast  coast  enjoyed  an ' 
exceptionally  good  breeding, 
season.  The  head  warden, 
John  Walton,  is  busy  during 
the  weeks  early  in  the  new 
year  Interviewing  candidates 
for  the  1996  seasonal  warden- 
tog  jobs  — five  on  the  Inner 
Fame  and  four  on  the 
Brownsman.  All  men,  most  of 
whom  will  have  already  had 
experience  of  work  in  conser- 
vation. "You  have  to  be  com- 
mitted to  work  in  compara- 
tive isolation  for  eight 
months."  John  told  me.  "But 
annually  we  get  nearly  200 
applicants.  I shall  spend  the 
nmet  month  sorting  them  out 
One  of  the  changes  I have 
seen  during  the  last  few  years 
is  that  50  per  cent  of  the 
2™“  ^ *5“ly  to  be  vege- 
tarian."/Die  St  John  Ambu- 

. Sives  them 
nrst-aid  training  — with 
thousands  of  summer  visitors 
on  these  National  Trust  is- 
lands, the  men  in  charge  have 

to  be  prepared  for  every  evert 
tuality.  The  last  S pu^ 


arrived  in  December  and  be- 
fore the  savage  snowstorms, 
which  swept  our  coast  a few 
weeks  ago.  Seals  choose  con- 
siderable variation  in  breed- 
ing sites  and  this  leads  to 
differences  in  the  behaviour 
of  c^ves.  Sites  include  rocks, 
beaches  of  varying  formation 
and  extent,  and  vegetation- 
covered  areas,  usually  at 
from  the  sea. 
safest  sites  are  those 
where  calves  are  bom  high 
above  the  water  mark  or 

^ Of 

reach  of  the  waves. 

Young  seals  do  seem  to 
adapt  themsehres  to  their  but- 

tbose  on  the 
j^ngerous  sites  usually  start 

* ***  m the  sea  with 

r hfi y Most 

on  the  beadies 
S®  place  on  an  ebbing  tide- 
S2l»  som,®  newborns  well 
down  on  the  seaweed.  As  fee 

2?  =°toes  in.  the  pups 
*»«  the  water 
over  therocks  and  within  a 
^ two  these  vulnerable. 

KSSS?1®  mosU^  have 

tewlkd  wen  over  & high 
watermark. 
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Preston 


MY  OLDEST  friend 
in  the  North  was 
called  David  Logan. 
He ' would  -have 
been  126  this  year.  He  was  92 
when  I got  to  Know  him:  still 
.a  Labour  MP  after  33  years  in 
the  House,  still  living  up  the 
terrace  stairs  at  362  Scotland 
Road.  Liverpool  (which  Peter 
Flannery  presumably  desig- 
nated B I easdale/  Scouse  terri- 
tory as  he  headed  off  for  TV 
Geordi  eland). 

I remember  long  front-par- 
lour evenings  with  Logan,  a 
wizened  scrap  of  a man.  tak- 
ing notes  and  trying  to  make 
his  life  the  story  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Century  Labour  Party,  a 
romantic  epic  of  struggle  and 
success.  It  was  the  prime  mo- 
ment for  writing:  1963.  with 
Harold  Wilson  beginning  to  , 
turn  white  hot  and  a pulsa- 
tion of  change.  Davie,  from 
his  front  window  amongst  the  | 
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Diary 


Matthew  Norman 

WHAT  ails  my  old 

friend  Andrew  Mor- 
ton? The  world 
speaks  of  little  but  royalty, 
end  yet  from  him  there  is 
barely  a squeak.  The  silence 
^easily  explained:  not  sat- 
isfied with  his  reputation  as 
one  of  the  greatest  royal 
watchers  in  the  Daily  Star’s 
history,  he  wants,  bless  his 
heart,  to  be  taken  seriously. 
To  this  end,  he  is  working 
on  a biography  of  Kenyan 
President  Daniel  arap  MoL 
Jlrst  the  royal  yacht,  then 
Diana,  now  a dictator  with 
one  of  the  most  criticised 
human-rights  records  in 
the  world...  perhaps 
understandably,  a cynical 
African  press  believes  that 
Moi  has  personally  ap- 
pointed Andrew  as. his  hagf- 
ographer.  When  I call 
Andrew  to  discuss  it,  the 
answerphone  directs 
“media  enquiries"  (those 
ghastly  hacks,  plaguing  the 
poor  fellow  all  the  time)  to 
Lizzie  at  his  publishers. 
Michael  OTVIara.  Lizzie 
promises  that  the  book  will 
be  “an  objective  account”, 
and  that  the  idea  forthe 
book  was  not  Moi's  but  the 
publisher’s.  But  why  would 
a publisher  with  an  urge  for 
a Moi  biography  see 
Andrew  as  the  obvious  man 
to  write  it?  “I  have  no  idea,” 
sas^s  Lizzie,  whose  com- 
pany, she  says,  does  not  pay 
large  advances.  Meanwhile. 
Andrew  keeps  popping  off 
to  Kenya  for  research,  pre- 
sumably funding  the  trips 
himself  and  treating  the  en- 
tire project  as  a loss-leader. 
And  all  this,  just  for  a tiny 
sprinkling  of  gravltas?  It’s 
amazing. 


Meanwhile,  there 
are  already  signs 
that  Andrew's  new 
seriousness  is  affecting  the 
royal-reporter  chums  he 
left  behind.  Harry  Arnold's 
analysis  of  post-structural 
feminist  expression  in  the- 
sub-Saharan  novel  has  been 
refused  by  Granta,  but  the 
journal  (under  new  editor 
Brian  Hitchen ) has  taken  - 
Ross  Benson's  “At  home 
with . . ."feature on Idi 
Amin's  gracious  Saudi  Ara- 
bian house:  it  Is  called  "Idi 
in  eipie:  a Moses  for  our 
times”.  As  for  James  Whit- 
taker, he  Is  on  a year’s  sab- 
batical from  the  Mirror  to 
research  "Pol  Pot  the 
tears,  the  heartache,  the 
truth  behind  the  mask”. 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS 


With  friends  in  the 
North  like  these 


throng  of  pawnbroker  shops, 
from  his  long  machine  career 
in  Mersey  politics,  from  his 
three  backbench  decades  at 
Westminster,  had  had  a 
unique  seat  in  the  stalls  even 
then 

Half-a-mile  away  at  City 
Hall,  John  Braddock  and  Bes- 
sie — two  blocks  off  the  old 
chip  — were  the  last  of  the 
bosses  clinging  to  power 
whilst  a young  Eric  Heffer 
hopped  up  and  down;  and  the 
first  stirrings  of  Liverpool ! 
Liberalism  — middle-class  , 
populists  for  a cleaner  gov- 
ernment — were  already 
eroding  working-class  sup- 
port down  some  of  the  less 
mean  streets. 

It  was  juicy.  It  was  on  the 
move.  It  was  the  nearest  thing 
to  Boston  (Mass)  that  Britain 
had  to  offer  — unless  you  in- 
cluded the  Grozny  that  was 
Alderman  Hugh  Platt’s  Bir- 
kenhead just  across  a murky 
Mersey. 

And  Logan  had  seen  it  alL 
What  a tale  he  might  tell  — 
except  that  he  didn’t  He  had 
his  memory.  He  still  had  his 
seat  in  Parliament  But  there 
wasn’t  an  ounce  of  romance 
to  a relentlessly  matter-of-fact 
rendition  of  meetings 
attended  and  decisions 
reached,  He  had  never 
thought  of  himself  as  a player 


on  any  kind  of  political  stage. 
He  went  here  and  there,  did 
this  and  that;  and  habitually 
came  back  to  Scotland  Road 
where  his  constituents 
queued  for  interview.  Kindly, 
shrewd,  diligent:  without  a 
I sliver  of  vaulting  emotion. 

I remembered  David  Logan 
for  the  first  time  in  decades 
this  week  as  Peter  Flannery 
and  his  fictional  friends  from 
the  other  side  of  the  North 
began  their  own  epic  journey 
across  nine  Monday  nights. 
Were  they  remotely  real, 
Nicky  and  Geordie  and 
Tosker  and  Mary?  Or  were 
they  secondhand  cyphers 
wearing  secondhand  clothes 
— Love  On  The  Dole  meets  , 
John  Brainless  for  A Kind  Of , 
Loving:  shades  of  a departed  ‘ 
world  recreated  from  plays,  , 
books  and  movies  rather  than 
any  experienced  semblance  of 
real  life?  Open  iha'  legs  lass, 
and  (ha'll  be  pregnant  by  next 
Monday. 

My  friends  from  the  other 
side  of  the  North  knew  all 
about  hard  times,  and  could 
certainly  rouse  fleeting 
spasms  of  rhetorical  solidar- 
ity (occasionally  turning  to 
outright  sentimentality). 
They  could  be  shaken  and 
stirred. 

Graham  Shankland's  con- 
crete masterplan  for  central 


Liverpool  stirred  them  in  the 
conception,  and  shook  them 
in  the  execution.  They  could 
be  crudely  cynical.  But  they 
were  not.  ever,  romantics  — 
nor  suitable  subjects  for 
romanticlsation.  John  Brad- 
dock,  thin  hair  scraped  across 
great  square  head,  was  bru- 
tally practical.  Be  knew  his 
constituents.  He  knew  about 
leadership.  He  just  bulled  on 
with  the  job. 

“I  don’t  want  to  write  any 
more  essays  about  working- 
class  history  — I want  to  go 
on  living  it,"  said  idealistic 
Nicky  in  episode  one.  The 
truth  is  the  precise  reverse. 
Those  who  never  were  sixties' 
working  class,  but  had  decked 
themselves  in  ragged  trou- 
sered philanthropy;  those 
writers  and  class  fugitives 
and  kids  who  drank  in  poli- 
tics at  university:  those  latter- 


The  ruling 
municipal 
socialists  of  the 
North  30  years  ago 
were  battered 
pragmatists 

day  recruits  to  the  banner  of 
the  ex- Viscount-  Stans  gate  — 
they  were  the  real  romantics. 
The  ruling  municipal  social- 
ists of  the  North  30  years  ago, 
by  contrast,  were  battered 
pragmatists.  They  built  and 
ran  machines.  They  identified 
deiqgpds  — like  homes  for  the 
homeless  — and  satisfied 
them  on  the  necessary  cheap, 
bandying  the  figures  of 
houses  constructed  like  un- 
employment figures  today. 
Corruption  came,  as  it  will  al- , 


ways  come,  mostly  as  a natu- 
ral product  of  long  and  un- 
challenged rule. 

But  idealism  as  we  now 
write  about  it  — the  vision 
thing  — was  an  alien  concept 
imported  by  middle-class  In- 
terlopers who  had  heard  John 
Kennedy’s  upper-class  song 
from  across  the  Atlantic  and 
had  themselves . responded, 
deeming  that  this  was  now 
the  way  politics  had  to  be  con- 
ducted. Harold  Wilson  from 
Huyton.  a pudgy  pipe-smoker 
in  a waistcoat,  got  the  mes- 
sage early  and  started  deem- 
ing at  the  double. 

In  one  sense  this  is  all  a 
very  long  time  ago.  Drihka 
Pima  Milka  Day.  it  said  on 
one  of  Flannery's  roadside  TV 
poster  sights  — and  the  slo- 
gan seemed  prehistoric.  But 
in  another  sense  it  is  all  too 
close  for  period  comfort.  The 
stars  of  the  sixties  have 
I barely  faded  into  their  graves. 
The  Likely  Lads  they  watched 
on  telly  after  a council  caucus 
are  still  on  screen.  Peter 
Cushing  and  Rita  Tu- 
shingbam.  straight  from  1966, 
are  on  a channel  near  you 
tonight 

If  Our  Friends  In  The  North 
have  a story  to  tell  these  com- 
ing weeks,  I think  it  will  only 
be  a story  — an  attempt  to 
turn  work  in  progress  into  an 
epic  with  a supposed  finale,  a 
structured  tale  of  romantic 
failure  and  disillusion.  That’s 
not  the  story  the  real  friends 
in  the  North  would  recognise. 
They  built  things  and 
knocked  things  down.  Today 
they'd  be  knocking  down  the 
things  they  built.  They 
wouldn't  begin  to  understand 
stakeholder  economies;  but 
nor  would  they  give  Arthur 
Scargill  the  time  .of  day.  Get 
on  with  it  lad.  Get  bloody 
weaving.  And  turn  that 
stupid  TV  off. 


Repositioning 
Sarah  in  the 
royal  market 


Bel  Littlejohn 


C£%W  OU  KNOW,  there's 
■ wff  an  awful  lot  of 
■ people  in  pain  out 
there  in  this  huge,  frighten- 
ing world  of  ours,  and  it's  up 
to  each  and  every  one  of  us  to 
do  something  about  it”  This 
was  the  slogan  I chose  way 
back  in  1989,  when  I set  up  my 
public  relations  company.  Bel 
Mood  pic.  And  it's  a slogan 
that's  as  relevant  today  in  the 
mid -90s  as  it  was  to  the  late- 
80s.  Perhaps  more  so. 

Obviously,  we  at  Bel  Mond 
pic  continue  to  do  our  bit  for 
the  poor.  As  recently  as  1992, 
on  behalf  of  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Anita  Roddick,  we 
fiew  2,/;  tons  of  Peach,  Juni- 
per and  White  Chocolate 
Neck  Scrub  and  Shower  Gel 
to  the  former  Yugoslavia.  But 
we  also  go  out  of  our  way  to 
act  for  clients  who  may  be  ex- 
periencing grave  hardship  in 
the  glare  of  the  world's  media. 
The  rich  and  fhmous  can  suf- 
fer pain  too,  you  know.  Just 
because  you're  featured  in 
Hello!  magazine  — for  which 
publication,  incidentally,  I. 
have  a lot  of  respect  — doesn't 
mean  you're  not  hurting  deep  j 
down  inside. 

This  is  where  good  public 
relations  comes  in.  Bel  Mond  , 
pic  encourages  the  media  to  I 
view  our  clients  in  a better 
light  I have  written  before 
about  the  assistance  we  have 
given  the  Princess  of  Wales  in 
establishing  herself  as  a femi- 
nist icon.  We  have  similarly 
transformed  the  public  per- 
ception of  many  of  my  other 
clients,  lending  a more  posi- 
tive image  to,  among  others, 
the  water  companies,  Paula 
Yates,  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky, 
Hillary  Clinton,  David  Mont- 
gomery. the  Newbury  by- 
pass, Michael  Winner  and 
Size  well  C power  station. 

And  fin  glad  to  have  done 
the  same  over  the  course  of 
this  past  week  on  behalf  of  my 
long-term  client  — and  close 
personal  faapd  js^lhe.  Duch- 
ess'OfxiYork.  if  is..'by\now 
widely  known  that  Sarah  con- 
tacted. ine  shortly  after  her 
tragic  separation  from  the 
Duke  of  York,  with  a view  to 
improving,  publte'perception, 
vocalising  her  personal  assets 
and  reestablishing  her  name 
as  a quality  product  in  the 
highly  competitive  interna- 
tional royal  marketplace.  As 
soon  as  the  contract  between 
us  had  been  negotiated,  I im- 
mediately warmed  to  Sarah. 

"I  see  you  as  a strong  wom- 
an. an  independent  woman,  a 
woman  who  craves  glamour 
and  affection,''  I told  her.  "So 
we  must  get  rid  of  your  rather 
stuffy,  frumpy,  Duchessy 


ALAS,  my  friend  Lord 
Wyatt  of  Weeford  has 
been  ill-treated  by 
the  News  of  the  World. . . . 
which  has  demoted  his  ele- 
gant column  to  a fortnightly 
slot.  Although  shifting  the 
old  goat  has  been  the  holy 
grail  for  recent  NoW  edi- 
tors, none  succeeded  until 
Phil  Hall.  When  Mr  Hall 
nervously  raised  the  subject 
over  lunch.  Woody  became 
irate.  He  would,  he  blus- 
tered, raise  the  matter  with 
his  friend  Rupert  Murdoch 
personally.  "Erm,  actually, 
I’ve  already  talked  to  him  • 

about  it,”  said  Mr  HalL  De- 
flated . Woody  withdrew 
himself  within  his  huge 
bow  tie,  and  began  to  jabber 
piteously-  Even  though  he 
will  pick  up  the  same 
£120,600 for  half  the  work, 
it  brings  a tear  to  the  eye. 


THE  first  issue  of  Going 
For  Green  magazine 
(‘ ‘Making  a world  of 
difference  together?)  has 
arrived,  and  splendid  it 
looks  too.  On  the  bottom  of 
the  front  page,  for  example, 
is  a 14-point  “green  code” 
advising  how  to  befriend 
the  environment.  Number 
three  urges:  “Save  energy 
— switch  off  lights  and  ap- 
pliances when  not  in  use, 

and  use  lbw-energy  bulbs.”  • 
Further  up  the  page,  mean- 
whUe^the  organisation’s 
Manchester  headquarters. 
Churchgate  House,  looks 
magnificent,  glowing  in  the 
pitch  black  of  night  like 
Harrods  at  Christmas  time. 
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Publish  and  be  damned 


Maurice  Drake  believes 
the  reduction  of  damages  in 
the  Elton  John  libel  appeal 
may  encourage  newspapers 
to  propagate  lies  for  profit 


■■■HAT  heavyweight  bi- 
B ographer  Andrew 
B Morton  goes  to  Nai- 
robi next  week,  and  1 advise 
him  not  to  bother  hiring  a 
car.  Vehicle  thefts  are  so 
frequent  that  locals  call  the 
city  "Nairobbery”,  and  it 

gftftwis  that  high-ranking 

government  officials  may. 
be  involved.  One  pedestrian 
was  surprised  last  week, 
reports  Africa  Analaysis,  to 
see  bis  stolen  car  driving 
past  in  the  motorcade  of  a . 
leading  politician. 


SOARING  above  the 

muni  “Yon  don't  have 
to  be  mad . . stan- 
dard of  facetious  pub  signs 
is  this  effort,  reported  by  a 
reader  who  saw  it  in  a Bang- 
kok bar:  “We  not  take 
cheque.  It  bounce,  we  get 
angry . Better  you  get 
angry.”  ttoanningly  put. 


The  decision  of 

the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  the  Elton  John 
libel  case  last 
month  will  have  for- 
reaching  effects  on  the  con- 
duct of  defamation  cases.  I 
warmly  applaud  the  signifi- 
cant changes  made  to  the  way 
in  which  juries  may  be 
guided  as  to  the  sum  they 
should  award  as  damages. 
But  the  decision  rekindles  de- 
bate on  several  issues.  Will  it 
encourage  newspapers  to  run 
stories  they  know  are  untrue 
because  they  calculate  that 
they  will  gain  more  than  they 
will  have  to  pay  if  sued  for 
libel?  Should  punitive  dam- 
ages Be  abolished?  And 
should  the  assessment  of 
damages  — whether. for  com- 
pensation or  punishment  — 
be  withdrawn  from  the  jury 
and  decided  by  the  judge 
alone?  - . 

In  the  action  by  Elton  John 
against  the  Sunday  Mirror, 
the  jury  decided  it  was  one  of 
those  rare  cases  to  . which  the 
newspaper  should  be  pun- 
ished in  addition  to  paying 
compensaion  for  the  injury  it 
had  done  to  the  plaintiffs  rep- 
utation. They  awarded  £75,000 
as  compensation,  but  a fur- 
ther £275.000  '‘exemplary;' 
damages.  . 

Exemplary  ([in  other  words, 
punitive)  - damages  may  only 
be  awarded  where  it  is  proved 
to  the  Jury  that  the  defendant 

(usually  a newspaper  propri- 
etor) published  the  libel 
knowing  it  was  untrue  but 
calculating  that  the  prospects 
of  outweighed  the  pros- 
pects of  loss  they  would  incur 
if  ordered  to  pay  damages  and  i 
the  costs  of  a libel  action- 
This  coldly  calculated  deci- 1 
9ion  must  be  proved  cleariy  to  i 


the  jury;  but  the  jury  are  told 
that  even  then  they  must  not 
award  punitive  damages  un- 
less satisfied  that  their  award 

of  compensation,  plus  the 
costs  of  the  action  which  the 
defendants  will  have  to  pay.  is 
not  in  itself  sufficient  to  pun- 
ish the  publishers  and  deter 
others. 

In  the  Elton  John  appeal, 
the  court  upheld  the  jury’s 
decision  that  punitive  dam- 
ages should  be  awarded.  But 
it  held  that  the  sums 
awarded,  both  -for  punish- 
ment and  compensation,  were 
sp  grossly  excessive  that  they 
could  not  stand.  It  substituted 
its  own  very  much . lower 
awards.  The  £75,000  compen- 
sation was  reduced  to  £25,000; 
the  £275,000  punishment  was 
slashed  to  £50,000. 

Newspaper  libel  lawyers 
are  bound  to  welcome  this 
judgment  vary  touch  indeed 
— It  will  make  a libel  action 
for  less  costly  than  it  was.-  It 
reduces  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  at  the 
same  time  as  it  reduces  the 
punitive  damages. 

Some  argue  that  punitive 
damages  are  unnecessary  and 
should  be  entirely  abolished. 
They  say  that  the  cost  of  a lost 
libel  action  together  with  the 
compensatory  damages  will 
always  be  sufficient  punish- ! 
meet  and  deterrent  Further- 
more, newspapers  do  not. like 
being  shown  up  as  having 1 
acted  irresponsibly;  and  this  i 
in  itself  acts  as  a strong 
deterrent 

Only  the  publishers  .them- 
I selves  know  whether  these 
.arguments  are  true.  But. the 
fact  that  newspapers  continue 
to  act  as  they  do  indicates 
they  are  not  Juries  have  de- 
cided in  the  past  that  tabloid 


newspapers  have  made  a cal- 
culated decision  that  they  will 
on  -balance  gain  from  publish- 
ing untrue  material  I doubt 
whether  a fine  ctf  £50,000  will 
be  enough  to  deter  any  major 
tabloid  newspaper  from  pub- 
lishing as  a “splendid  story” 
a libel  it  believes  will  bring  it 
profit  The  test  of  punitive 
damages  is  that  the  material 
gain  from  publishing  a 
known  libel  will  outweigh  the 
total  costs  that  will  result 
from  a libel  action.  And  there 
will  not  be  a sufficient  deter- 
rent to  publ.iah.ing  known 
falsehoods  unless  the  punish- 
ment remains  high. 

Punitive  damages  are  only 
awarded  when  a jury  is  satis- 
fied that  some  additional  pun- 
ishment and  deterrent  is 
required.  So  I would  retain 

fhwnv 

A jury  is  an  eminently  suit- 
able body  to.  decide  whether 
this  additional  punishment  is  1 
required.  But  a strong  case 
can  be  made  out  for  damages  , 
— both  for  compensation  ami  { 
punishment  — to  be  decided  | 
by  the  Judge  alone.  I believe 
that  the  Elton  John  appeal 
may  well  lead  to  this. 

Until  that  appeal,  juries' 
were  given  very  little  help  on 
the  sum  they  should  award  as 
compensation.  Neither  the 
judge  nor  the  lawyers  for 
either  side  were  allowed  to 
suggest  an  amount,  nor  even 
a bracket,  however  wide, 

I within  which  the  award 
should  felL 

. The  jury  could  .not  be  told 
what  had  been  awarded  in 
previous  cases  — except  for 
the  few  cases  to  which  the 
Court  of  Appeal  had  quashed 
a jury  award  and  substituted 
Its  own  (judge-made)  award. 
Nor  could  the  jury  be  told  of 
the  well-established  scale  of 
awards  for  personal  injuries 
and  invited  to  make  an  award 
for  injury  to  reputation  which 
bore  comparison  with  com- 
pensation for  personal  inju- 
ries . All  the  judge  could  do 
was  to  urge  the  jury  to  be 
reasonable,  and  to  bear  in 
mind  the  value  of  the  award 
they  made  by  considering 


what  such  a sum  of  money 
could  buy. 

It  wasr  not  surprising  that 
without  any  really  useful 
guidance  some  juries 
awarded  compensation  which 
even  the  successful  plaintiff 
could  not  justify.  In  such 
cases  the  defendant  appealed 
and  the  plaintiff  had  two  al- 
ternatives. He  could  volun- 
tarily agree  a substantial 
reduction  in  the  award  (such 
as  to  the  case  of  Graeme  Sou- 
ness:  £100,000  was  accepted  in 
lieu  of  the  jury’s  £750, ooo);  or 
be  could  fight  the  appeal.  But 
If  the  defondant  won,  the 
plaintiff  would  have  to  pay 
the  costs  of  the  appeal  — 
which  might  entirely  wipe 
out  the  reduced  award.  Es- 
ther Rantzen  won  £250,000 
from  the  jury;  but  the  Court 
of  Appeal  reduced  this  to 
£110.000.  The  costs  of  the  ap- 
peal probably  wiped  this  'out 


ONE  effect  of  the  El- 
ton John  appeal  is  to 
change  radically  the 
way  in  which  help 
may  be  given  to  the  jury.  In 
future,  both  counsel  and  the 
judge  may  suggest  to  the  jury 
the  sum  they  consider  appro- 
priate for  damages. 

Furthermore,  the  jury  will 
be  told  the  level  of  damage  j 
awarded  for  personal  injuries  1 
— and  asked  to  ensure  that 
their  award  for  injury  to  the 
plaintiff's . reputation  bears 
comparison  with  such 
awards:  eg  about  £25,000  for 
the  lqss  of  one  eye,  - about 
£35,000  for  loss  of  a leg;  and 
ranging  up  to  about  £125,000 
for  quadriplegia  resulting  in 
total  paralysis. 

Consider  what  this  means. 
Juries  are  to  decide  the  sum 
to  compensate  the  plaintiff  for 
injury  to  reputation.  But  the 
judge  wilL  tetL  them  the  sum 
he  thinks  right,  or  at  least  the 
bracket  within  which  their 
award  should  folL  If  they  go 
outside  the  bracket  — cer- 
tainly if  they  exceed  it  to  any . 
significant  extent  — the  de- 
fendant will  appeal.  It  would 
be  a brave  (ana  probably  fool- 
ish) plaintiff  who  would  con- 


test the  appeal  and  risk  the 
heavy  costs.  He  will  settle. 
The  result  will  be  that  the 
Judge’s  ‘‘suggestion*’  to  the 
Jury  as  to  the  award  of  dam- 
ages will  be  decisive.  So  why 
leave  the  matter  to  the  jury  at 
all? 

Damages  for  personal  inju- 
ries are  assessed  entirely  by 
judges  sitting  alone,  without  a 
jury.  So  when  the  jury  is  told 
that  its  award  for  injury  to 
reputation  should  bear  com- 
parison with  awards  for  per- 
sonal injury,  it  is  being  told  to 
make  sure  that  its  award  falls 
in  line  with  awards  made  by 
judges  alone. 

Are  judges  competent  to  de- 
cide damages  for  libel?  The 
answer  is  that  to  many  cases- 
they  already  do  so. 

Complicated  cases  are  regu- 
larly tried  by  judges  without 
a jury  (the  long-running  Mc- 
Donald's case  Is  a current 
example);  and  in  such  cases 
I damages  are  assessed  by  the 
judge  alone.  And  where  the 
Court  of  Appeal  decides  that  a 
jury  have  made  a hopelessly 
wrong  award,  it  is  the  judges 
(albeit  three  of  them)  who 
substitute  their  own  award  — 
as  to  the  Elton  John  case. 

I am  a very,  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  trial  by  jury.  I 
hope  that  juries  will  continue 
to  decide  whether  a plaintiff 
deserves  damages  for  injury 
to  his  reputation,  and 
whether  the  publisher  of  a 
libel  ought  to  be  punished  for 
seeking  to  make  a profit-out 
of  publishing  untruths. 

But  experience  shows  that 
juries  are  not  well  suited  to 
assess  damages.  I believe  that 
the  Elton  John  judgment  is 
likely,  ultimately,  to  relieve 
them  of  having  to  do  so. 

The  Hon  Sir  Maurice  Drake,  as 
Britain's  senior  libel  Judge, 
presided  over  the  original  Elton 
John  case  against  the  Sunday 
Mirror,  and  others  involving 
Gillian  Tay llorth,  Sonia  Sutcliffe. 
Jason  Donovani  Mona 
B a inverts,  Teresa  Gorman  and 
Frank  Warren.  He  was  in 
charge  of  the  libel  list  from  1990 
until  his  retirement  last  June 


As  a means  towards  this 


end.  we  at  Bel  Mond  pic  fixed 
up  that  she  should  greatly  en- 
hance her  media  image  by  ap- 
pearing topless  to  a sun- 
soaked  paradise  to  the  arms 
of  a new  boyfriend,  preferably 
an  American. 

As  I reassured  Sarah  at  the 
time  (“Wipe  away  those  tears, 
love"),  those  original  toe- 
sucking  photographs  made  a 
huge  impact  on  the  world 
market,  upgrading  her  status 
from  royal  frump  to  interna- 
tional jet-set  -celebrity  and 
thus  confirming  her  as  a 
royal  market-leader.  We  then 
set  about  capitalising  on  this 
sea-change  in  public  percep- 
tion by  generating  a suitable 
product  to  assist  an  upturn  in 
large-scale  reven  u&creation. 
‘Tm  thinking  a book,  Fm 
thinking  a children's  book, 
children’s  book  we  can  write 
in  the  morning  and  get  drawn 
to  the  afternoon,”  I said. 

"Crikey!"  she  replied  Then 
she  furrowed  her  brow  and 
whooped:  "How  about  Grun- 
gie  the  Manic  Depressive? 
No?  Cruddie  the  Bulimic?  No? 
Drudgie  the  Mother's  Help? 
No?”  She  was  close  to  tears, 
and  hurting  dreadfully.  “Oh, 
Bel,  you’ll  have  to  help  me.'" 
And  so  Budgie  The  Helicopter 
was  bom.  It  was  dictated  by 
midday  and  illustrated  by  tea- 
time  and  the  rest  is  publish- 
ing history,  or  would  be  if  it 
I were  more  historic. 

After  Budgie.  I gave  Sarah  a 
complete  fashion  makeover. 

. We  decided  that  the  Princess 
Di  “sporty”  look  was  for  her. 
so  she  would  turn  up  at  box- 
ing gyms  wearing  a T-shirt 
with  a cheery  slogan  ("Duch- 
esses Do  It  On  The  Piste"), 
lime-green  Lycra  pants  and 
waders.  "Whatever  you  do, 
love,  always  walk  with  your 
mouth,  wide  open."  I advised. 
"Cos  that  way  you'll  be  pro- 
jecting a 'mouth-wide-open' 
image.  Believe  me,  the  public 
will  love  it  — I mean,  just 
look  at  what  it  did  for  Donald 
Diicfc" 

I THEN  taught  Sarah  how 
to  keep  herself  in  the  pub- 
lic eye  by  spending  at  least 
three  times  her  total  income. 
"That  way  they*U  adore  the 
way  you're  a girl  who's  out 
for  fun,  fun,  fun  — and  then 
they’ll  feel  desperately  sorry 
for  you  when  the  bubble 
bursts.  The  public  loves  a 
loser  — ' that's  our  philosophy 
at  Bel  Mond,"  Lexplained. ' . 

■ ~ As  you  'Cam  \ i ell  from'  th  is 
week’s  events,  our  overall 
marketing  strategy'  for  the 
Duchess  of  York  has  started 
to  pay  rich  dividends  to  terms 
of  her  public  image.  And  I 
hope  that  those  who  have  in 
the  past  criticised  those  an 
the  cutting  edge  of  public 
relations  such  as  myself  and 
my  good  friend  Lynne  Franks 
will  realise  that  it  is  a true 
science,  as  valuable  to  those 
who  suffer  to  public  as  any 
amount  of  medicine.  Future 
plans  for  the  Duchess?  My 
lips  are  sealed,  but  if  you  said 
"Work-Out  Video,  Fergie  Diet 
Manual  and  Miss  Royal  Wet 
T-Shirt  Competition",  I guess 
you  wouldn't  go  too  far 
wrong.  Yup.  It's  looking  good. 


Small  wonder  brings  you 
big,  lifelike  sound. 

Introducing  the  Bose*  Wave®  radio. 

Enjoy  the  distinct  sound  of  strings  m your  kitchen.  Or  the 
full  orchestra  in  your  bedroom.  The  new  Bose  Wave  radio  fills 
any  room  with  rich,  cleat;  unexpectedly  lifelike  sound.  But  you 
won't  find  this  small  wonder  in  any  store.  The  Wive  radio  is 
only  available  direct  from  Bose.  For  a free  information  pack, 
simply  send/fax  the  coupon  bdow  or  call  us  freephone  on: 

0800  614  293 


When  calbnfi.  please  ifUOM  riu  nfao c*  number  1364. 

Hearing  really  is  believing. 

lb  audition  the  Wive  radio  in  your  own  home  for  14  days, 
satisfaction  guaranteed,  simply  call  us  freephone  and  discover 
why  Sky  News  said:  “This  box  of  tricks  sounds  like  a full 
orchestra.**  , 

Enjoy  bis,  lifelike  sound  at  home. 


Postil  code . 

Please  return  in  an  envelope  to:  Bose. 
Freepost  TK  1020,  Twickenham,  Middlesex 
TW2  SUN.  No  stamp  necessary. 

Or  fax  to:  01 !»  *94  76*4. 


Butter  sound  Omrix nM—cft. 


10  OBITUARIES 


NT  Rama  Rao 


Flawed 
star 
of  India 


ANDAMURI  Tar- 
aka  Rama  Rao.  or 
NTR  as  he  was  in- 
variably known, 
was  one  of  the 
most  colourful  of  Indian  poli- 
ticians. He  started  working  as 
a government  clerk  but  soon 
moved  into  films  in  his  home 
state  of  Andhra  Pradesh,  in 
Southern  India.  There  was  a 
flourishing  film  industry  in 
the  local  language  Telegu  and 
with  his  commanding  pres- 
ence and  deep,  booming 
voice,  he  was  a tremendous 
hit 

NTR,  who  has  died  after  a 
heart  attack,  aged  72.  starred 
in  more  than  300  films,  often 
playing  a member  of  the 
Hindu  pantheon.  His  portray- 
als of  Krishna,  the  hero  of  the 

Mah  a ha  rath  a.  one  of  the  two 

great  Hindu  epics,  won  him 
millions  of  fans.  He  domi- 
nated the  screens  of 
Andhra  Pradesh  in  a way  that 
not  even  the  greatest  stars  of 
the  Bombay  industry  have 
been  able  to  achieve. 

He  was  only  matched  by  the 
legendary  MG  Ramachandran 
in  the  neighbouring  state  of 
Tamiriadu  who  used  his  fan 
clubs  as  the  foundation  for 
building  a political  career, 
and  rose  rapidly  to  become 
Chief  Minister  of  the  State.  It 
was  his  phenomenal  political 
success  that  gave  NTR  the 
idea  of  entering  politics  in  his 
home  state. 

By  good  fortune  Indira 
Gandhi's  Congress  Party, 
which  used  to  regard  Andhra 
Pradesh  as  -one  of  Its  most 
secure  bastions,  was  in  deep 
trouble.  Gandhi  had  shown 
scant  respect  for  the  puppet 
chief  ministers  she  appointed. 
Her  son  Rajiv,  then  serving 
his  apprenticeship  in  politics, 
had  behaved  in  what  was 
seen  as  an  insulting  manner 
to  one  of  those  ministers  on  a 
visit  to  the  state  capital  of 
Hyderabad-  The  people  of  An- 
dhra Pradesh  felt  they  had 
been  taken  for  granted,  and 
were  in  a mood  to  look  for  an 
alternative.  • 

Taking  advantage  of  die 
favourable  political  climate 
NTR  formed  his  own  party 
called  Telegu  Desam,  or  the 
Land  of  the  Telegus.  in  1982. 
The  following  year  in  the  elec- 
tion campaign  for  die  Andhra 
Pradesh  State  Assembly  he 
drove  more  than  50,009  miles 
visiting  the  remotest  villages 
to  ensure  that  all  voters  knew 
they  now  had  an  alternative 
to  Gandhi's  Congress  party, 
an  alternative  which  would 
make  sure  they  were  not 
taken  for  granted  again. 

He  took  advantage  of  the 
difficulty  many  Indian  cin- 
ema-goers have  in  telling  the 
difference  between  stars  and 
their  roles  by  dressing  in  saf- 
fron robes,  as  he  had  . when 
playing  Krishna  on  the 
screen.  He  would  drive 
through  towns  and  villages 


Roger  Suddards 


standing  upright  in  a vehicle 
got  up  like  one  of  the  chariots 
of  the  Gods.  It  was  as  though 
Krishna  himself  had  come 
down  to  earth,  to  offer  himself 
as  ruler  of  Andhra  Pradesh. 

The  act  was  as  astounding  a 
hit  as  NTR’s  films  hud  been. 

. His  party,  which  had  only  had 
one  year  to  establish  itself, 
swept  to  power.  But  Indira 
Gandhi  was  not  amused.  She 
sent  Rajiv  and  a cousin,  Arun 
Nehru^  to  plot  a schism  to  the 
Telegu  Desam.  hi  spite  of 
NTR's  enormous  popularity 
this  did  not  prove  too  diffi- 
cult, loyalty  not  being  the  out- 
standing quality  of  Indian 

politicians.  But  when  the 
governor  of  Andhra  Pradesh 
acted  on  Rajiv's  advice  and 
dismissed  NTR  from  the  chief 
ministership,  there  was  an 
uproar  in  the  state.  A month 
later  the  governor  was  forced 
to  swear  in  NTR  as  chief  min- 
ister again. 

Getting  elected  is  one  thing! 
Governing  a state  with  a pop- 
ulation Of  70  million,  one  of 
the  largest  in  India,  Is  quite 
another.  NTR  with  his  auto- 
cratic, arbitrary,  style  was 
not  a successful  administra- 
tor. So  in  1989  the  voters  de- 
cided their  God  had  felled, 
and  re-elected  the  Congress 
party. 

.But  the  party  had  not 
learned  any  lessons,  and  in 
the  1994  state  assembly  elec- 
tions there  was,  as  the  Indian 
press  said,  “a  second  NTR 
wave".  It  wasn’t  just  NTR’s 
charisma  which  brought  him 
back  to  power.  life  also  made 
two  very  attractive  promises 
— to  provide  the  voters  rice  at 
a heavily  subsidised  price 
and  to  ban  the  sale  of  alcohol. 

Prohibition  appealed 
strongly  to  the  women  of  An- 
dhra Pradesh,  a state  with  a 
very  severe  problem  of  alco- 
hol abuse  among  men.  But 
NTR's  return  to  the  chief  min- 
istership was  no  smoother 
than  his  original  foray  into 
government  His  first  wife  by 
whom  be  had  six  sons  and 
four  daughters  had  died  and 
he  had  married  Iiakshml  Far- 
vatt  a former  actress  much 
younger  who  had  nursed  him 
back  to  health  after  he  suf- 
fered a series  of  heart  attacks 
in  1993. 

SHE  started  to  inter- 
fere in  government 
and  members  of 
NTR’s  family  ob- 
jected, fearing  that 
the  newcomer  was  building 
up  a claim  to  the  patriarch's 
political  inheritance.  They 
feared  there  might  be  another 
parallel  with  MG  Ramachan- 
dran who  was  succeeded  by  a 
close  woman  friend  when  he 
died. 

The  rumblings  within 
NTR’s  family  flared  into  open 
revolt  last  September  when 
Parvati  suspended  several 
legislators  from  the  party. 


Barbara  Jordan 


NT  Rama  Rao ...  he  owed  his  success  to  the  voters'  insatiable  appetite  for  heroes 


NTR’s  son-in-law,  Chandra 
Babu  Naidu.  split  the  Telegu 
Desam  party  and  ousted  his 
fattier  from  the  chief  minis- 
tership. At  the  time  of  his 
death  NTR  was  planning  a 
comeback  in  the  Parliamen- 
tary elections  due  later  this 
year. 

Although  NTR  was  essen- 
tially an  Andhra  Pradesh  pol- 
itician he  did  play  a role  on 
toe  national  political  scene, 
heading  a fractious  alliance  of 
leftist  and  regional  parties 
called  the  National  Front 
Some  of  its  constituents  do 
command  considerable  sup- 
port particularly  among  the 
traditionally  disadvantaged 
casts.  The  problem  is  that  all 
the  parties  are  like  the  Telegu 
Desam.  riven  with  interne- 
cine struggles. 

Nevertheless  NTR  did  pJay 
a role  in  the  1989  general 
election  which  brought  what 
was  in  effect  a National  Front 
Government  to  power  in  Par- 
liament and  when  that  gov- 
ernment disintegrated  he  did 
from  time  to  time  suggest  that 
he  might  be  prime  ministerial 
material  If  he  had  been  able 
to  hold  the  Front  together  in 
the  forthcoming  general  elec- 


tion. there  would  have  been 
just  toe  possibility  that  he 
could  have  found  himself 
prime  minister. 

NTR’s  career  Illustrates 
many  of  the  features  which 
have  disfigured  India’s  de- 
mocracy. and  held  back  its 
economic  growth.  He  owed 
his  success  to  the  voters'  love 
of  charismatic  leaders,  their 
apparently  insatiable  appetite 
for  heroes  which  blinds  them 
to  those  heroes'  or,  of  course, 
heroines'  faults.  He  was  first 
brought  down  by  Indira 
Gandhi's  refusal  to  tolerate 
any  opposition  and  allow  the 
states  even  the  limited  free- 
dom they  should  enjoy  under 
the  federal  constitution.  This 
had  led  to  concentration  of 
power  in  Delhi,  from  where  it 
is  not  possible  to  look  after 
the  detailed  administration  of 
such  a vast  and  diverse 
country. 

His  downfall  could  also  be 
ascribed  to  the  venality  of 
Indian  politicians  who  put 
power  before  principle,  which 
has  hampered  the  growth  of  a 
healthy  party  system.  NTR 
might  never  have  lost  power 
if  he  had  been  able  to  provide 
good  government.  But  that 


has  proved  to  be  beyond  toe 
power  of  almost  all  Indian 
chief  ministers. 

It  is  not  possible  to  say  who 
will  be  his  political  heir,  but 
toe  continuing  success  of  MG 
Ramachandran ’s  party  indi- 
cates that  Telegu  Desam 
could  have  a long-term  future 
too.  if  toe  NTR  family  agrees 
on  a successor  — but  that  is  a 
very  big  it 


Batting  for  Bradford 


iOGER  Suddards,  who 
[has  died  aged  65  after  a 
l stroke,  set  a remarkable 
example  of  public  service  in 
any  field  he  thought  might 
benefit  his  native  city  of  Brad- 
ford. .A  prosperous  and  con- 
ventional-looking solicitor,  he 
was  extraordinarily  well-in- 
fonned  about  the  area's  many 
different  communities. 

Raggle-taggle  street  cam- 
paigns benefited  from  his 
(usually  discreet)  advice,  as 
much  as  a long  succession  of 
"Back  Bradford"  drives  by  the 
great  and  toe  good.  He  was 


David  Hockney's  lawyer  for 
years,  charming  the  artist 
with  his  lightly-worn  knowl- 
edge of  past  and  contemporary 
culture. 

After  the  terrible  1985  fire  at 
Bradford  City’s  football 
ground,  his  £4  million  disaster 
appeal  became  a model  of  good 
practice  in  a difficult  field. 
Hie  trust  he  established  made 
payments  within  a year,  anon- 
ymously and  without  fuss,  to 
more  than  400  relatives  of  the 
disaster's  victims. 

He  also  brought  a northern 
view  to  English  Heritage,  as 


one  of  its  11  governing  com- 
missioners. and  chaired  the 
National  Museum  of  Film. 
Photography  and  Television, 
helping  to  ensure  that  its 
move  to  Bradford  — derided 
by  some  metropolitans  — was 
a triumph. 

Suddards.  who  was  born  in 
Bradford,  greatly  disliked  his 
time  at  the  boys’  grammar 
school,  which  turned  out  ruth- 
less meritocrats  much  as  the 
local  mills  produced  yarn  and 
worsted  cloth.  He  left  in  1946 
with  no  qualifications  and 
through  nigh  tsehooL  family 


Suddards . . . discreet  advice 

encouragement  and  enterprise 
became  head  of  a legal  firm's 
Westminster  branch  by  the 
age  of  22.  His  speciality  of 
planning  law  brought  him 
early  public  service  appoint- 
ments as  well  as  international 


Mar*  Tufty 

La  fit  Mohan  Joshi  writes: 

Whatever  NTR’s  success  as  a 
politician  it  was  cinema  that 
turned  him  into  an  icon  — a 
legendary  Telegu  matinee 
idoL 

For  his  debut,  in  LV  Pra- 
sad’s Mana  Desam  (1949),  as  a 
courageous  police  sub-inspec- 
tor. he  was  paid  approxi- 
mately £23-  In  one  scene  toe 
over-zealous  young  actor,  tak- 
ing part  in  a police  charge, 
literally  bashed  the  extras  out 
of  the  studio  gates.  When 
asked  to  explain  he  said  he 
was  Just  being  realistic. 

In  Palleturi  Pilla  (1950), 
totally  forgetting  toe  direc- 
tor's instructions,  he  physi- 
cally stopped  a mighty  bull. 


requests  for  advice.  He  be- 
came planning  consultant  for 
the  United  Nations  and  an 
adviser  to  Caribbean  govern- 
ments on  urban  development 
and  planning  law. 

He  was  also  interested  in 
the  arts  and  as  a teenager  co- 
founded  Shipley  Youth 
Theatre  with  the  future  film 
director  Tony  Richardson,  a 
local  chemist's  son.  He  de- 
scribed himself  wryly  as  a 
frustrated  actor,  but  his  work 
for  toe  Bradford  Playhouse 
and  smaller  theatres,  both  in 
free  legal  help  and  powerful 
networking,  ensured  that 
many  shows  went  on. 

Suddards  meanwhile 
chaired  the  Yorkshire  Build- 
ing Society  and  helped  to  steer 
the  early  years  of  Bradford 
University,  serving  as  pro- 
chancellor  and  chairman  of 


NandamurJ  Taraka  Rama  Rao, 
Indian  iiim  star  and  politician, 
born  May  28. 1923;  died 
January  18. 1996 


council  In  1993  he  received  an 
honorary  doctorate.  He  was  a 
former  deputy  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  West  Yorkshire  and  was 
appointed  CBE  in  1987. 

His  ubiquity  in  Bradford 
could  sometimes  raise  a sigh 
of  "it's  him  again",  but  he 
knew  the  perils  of  the  provin- 
cial Mr  Big  image  and  coun- 
tered them  with  self-depreca- 
tion. His  omnipresence  was 
also  a sign  of  the  decline  of  the 
public  service  tradition;  in 
earlier  years.  Bradford  might 
have  boasted  a score  or  more 
of  such  benefactors. 

Suddards  leaves  a wife.  Liz. 
and  two  daughters. 


The  people’s 

black  voice 
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Furious,  the  bull  lifted  him 
into  the  air,  swung  him  round 
and  threw  him  to  the  ground. 
He  spent  several  weeks  in 
hospital. 

NTR  took  the  lead  in  330 
Telegu  films  playing  Lord 
Krishna  in  17  of  them,  hi  Sri- 
madvirata  Parvam  (1979).  he 
performed  the  incredible  feat 
of  portraying  five  key  roles  — 
Lord  Krishna,  Duryodhana, 
Reechaka,  Arjuna  and  Brihan- 
nala.  He  teamed  up  with 
nearly  50  leading  heroines,  in- 
cluding the  well  known  stars 
popular  in  Bollywood  and 
hence  throughout  India.  AH 
his  heroines  vouched  for  his 
gentlemanly  behaviour. 

During  some  years  of  toe 
sixties  he  made  practically 
one  film  every  month  (he 
made  15  films  in  1964).  When 
he  became  chief  minister  in 
1982  he  said:  “I  am  not  a man 
to  be  attracted  by  money, 
power  or  anything.  We  are  all 
actors  in  the  hands  of  destiny. 
We  have  to  just  wait  and  see 
what  destiny  holds  for  us." 


Barbara  Jordan 
who  has  died  of  pnsu 
mania  aged  39.  was 
toe  first  black  to  be 
elected  to  Congress  from 
Texas  since  the  Civil  War  am 
played  an-  even  more  impor- 
tant role  on  toe  Judicial?  com- 
mittee during  the  Watergate 
hearings.  She  made  a speech 
of  extraordinary  power  about 
what  that  Constitution  had 
come  to  mean  to  its  black 
citizens. 

“We,  tiie  People,”  she  said, 

quoting  the  Constitution's 

opening-,  words.  “It  is  a very 
eloquent  beginning.  But  when 
that  document  was  completed 
an  the  17th  of  September,  1787, 
I was  not  included  in  that  ‘We, 
toe  People'.  I felt  somehow  for 
many  years  that  George  Wash- 
ington and  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton just  left  me  out  by  mis- 
take. But  through  toe  process 
of  amendment,  interpretation 
and'  court . decision,  I have 
finally  been  included  in  *We, 
the  people*." 

It  was  a plain  thought, 
plainly  expressed,  from  a 
straightforward  woman  of 
great  wisdom  who  had  some- 
how put  into  words  toe  ideals 
of  toe  civil  rights  era.  She  put 
into  toe  -sharpest  focus  the 
real  issue:  that  Richard  Nix- 
on's attempt  to  steal  an  elec- 
tion through  dirty  tricks  and 
abuse  presidential  power  was 
polluting  a constitution  that 
was  the  common  property  of 
all  Americans. 

Ironically,  Barbara  Jordan 
got  into  politics  through  the 
Texas  political  machine  of  an- 
other less  than  scrupulous  pol- 
itician, Lyndon  Johnson,  as  a 
volunteer  licking  envelopes 
for  his  1980  presidential  bid. 
When  he  lost  toe  nomination, 
she  stayed  on . to  help  LBJ 
become  vice-president  orga- 
nising a massive  vote-  regis- 
tration drive  in  Houston. 

His  patronage  steered  her  to 
become  the  first  black  state 
senator  in  Texan  history  in 
1966,  and- briefly  got  her  ap- 
pointed acting  governor. 

In  1972,  Johnson’s  influence 
won  her  a coveted  post  on  the 
judiciary  committee.  She 
aimed  to  increase  black 
judges,  and  put  more  black 
students  through  law  school, 
but  as  the  body  responsible 
for  impeachment  the  commit- 
tee was  quickly  obsessed  by 
Watergate. 

Jordan  was  bom  in  the 
Houston  slums  which  she 
later  represented  in  Congress. 
Her  father  was  a Baptist  min- 
ister who  worked  nights  as  a 
warehouse  clerk  to  pay  for  her 
college  education. 

She  went  to  the  all-black 
Texas'  Southern  University, 
where  she  led  the  debating 
team  to  national  honours,  and 
stunned  the  college  world  by 
holding  the  famed  Harvard  de- 
bating team  to  a draw.  She 
graduated  from  Boston  Uni- 
versity law  school  in  1959,  and 
went  straight  back  to  Houston 
where  she  started  her  law 
practice  on  her  father's 
kitchen  table  in  one  of  the 
poorest  ghettoes  in  the  US. 

All  blacks  are  militant  in 
their  guts.”  she  said.  “But  that 
militancy  is  expressed  in  dif- 
ferent ways."  Her  way  was  to 
sign  up  with  the  white-run 


Jordan . . . Nixon’s  accuser 

and  broadly  conservative 
Democratic  establishment  and. 
toe  oil  interests.  She  swal- 
lowed their,  maintenance  of 
segregation  because  in  tte 
one-party  state  of . Texas,  it 
was  toe  only  political  game  in 
town-  Her  faith  in  Lyndon 
Johnson  was  fulfilled  when  he 
signed  Into  law  the  civil  rights 
acts  of  1964  and  1965,  ending 
segregation  and  outlawing 
discrimination.  .. 

She  became  a kind  of  mas- 
cot for  toe  Democratic  party, 
after  declaring  to  the  conven- 
tion that  nominated  Jimmy 
Carter  as  the  presidential  can- 
didate: “My  presence  Imre  is 
one  additional  piece  of  evi- 
dence that  the  American 
dream  need  hot  forever  be 
deferred.”  She  was  also  a key- 
note speaker  for  Bill  Clinton.  ' 

Jordan  served  three  brief 
terms  in  Congress,  as  her  dis- 
trict became  steadily  less 
black  and  more  Hispanic,  be- 
fore retiring  to  beach  and  to 
grapple  with  the  multiple  scle- 
rosis that  put  her  into  a wheel- 
chair. Never  one  to  suffer 
fools  gladly,  she  gave  her 
graduating  students  a T-shirt 
that  said  T survived  Barbara 
Jordan’.  The  best-known 
Texan  journalist  of  the  day, 
Molly  Ivins,  once  noted  that  to 
interview  her  was  “a  bit  like 
grilling  God." 

Jordan,  who  never  married, 
leaves  a vast  family  of  friends 
and  admirers,  black  and 
white. 


Martin  Walker 


Barbara  Charline  Jordan,  politi- 
cian. bom  February  21.  1936, 
died  January  17. 1996 


Death  Notices 


Birthdays 


Martin  WaJnwrigtrt 


Roger  W Suddards.  solicitor, 
bom  Juno  5,  1930:  died  Decem- 
ber 30.  1995 


Julian  Barnes,  writer.  50; 
Nina  Bawden.  novelist.  71; 
Michael  Crawford,  actor,  54; 
Stefan  Edberg,  tennis 
player.  30;  Phil  Everly.  rock 
singer.  57;  Jacky  Fleming, 
cartoonist,  41;  Patricia  Hodg- 
son, head  of  polio’  mid  plan- 
ning, BBC,  49:  Richard.  Les- 
ter. film  director.  64;  David 
Newbigging.  chairman. 
Council  of  the  Missions  to 
Seamen.  62;  Nigel  Nlcolson, 
author  and  former  MP.  79; 
Dolly  Parton,  country  music 
singer,  actress.  50:  Sir  Simon 
Rattle,  conductor,  41;  Mike 
Reid,  actor,  comedian.  56: 
Prof  Andrew  Samuels,  pys- 
choanalyst  and  writer.  47: 
Dennis  Taylor,  snooker 
player.  47. 


BEET.  Emaot  H,  Nowcasfl*.  Stalls  [tor- 
marly  of  Lincoln)  former  officer  In  Tutara 
Association. 

RASCMD-  Fathmi  (Dm  Thouig  May), 
aged  85  In  Ckincy.  Pemsytvania  on  Tues- 
day 16  January.  Botcved  wife  of  the  bus 
Burmese  Muslim  leader  U Raachhf.  Indsfst- 
ipabla  ctsampton  of  the  poor,  the  sick  end 
ms  oprasaed:  President  at  the  National 
Council  of  Women  in  Burma  Mother  of 
BM  Rascnw.  arctutaa.  of  McLean.  Vir- 
ginia and  Dr  Salman  RaaeNd.  Psychiatrist, 
of  Hampstead.  London  GraaBy  adored 
mother,  grandmother  and  great  nranri- 
mothor  The  ianaza  (funeral)  wiir  take 
place.  God-wNfing,  in  Karachi.  Pakistan  . 
where  she  will  be  [aid  to  rest  boa  Ida  her 
husband  RolmnliAsiNJaihuna:  May  the 
man*  of  God  be  upon  Hwm.  For  further 
mionM&on  contact  Mrs  Rose  RaacMd 
jpBwTto  Tm  Sannl  ai  the  Birmoae  Sec- 
tion. BBC  World  Service  0171 -257-25451 
**“■  Kaye,  PuMn  peacefully  on  18th 
January  IBM  Dearly  loved  mother  of  John 
«wd  Kate  and  devoted  grandmother  of 
Danny  Private  lanmy  funeral.  All  enquiries 
? J&SKM  BeflStre*. 

T 0171  733  M25.  A Memorial  Service  will 
be  arranged  for  later  in  the  ysar. 
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!n  Memoriam 

CURpSS,  Joy.  Died  19.1 1991  Remem- 
bered and  loved. 


Memorial  Services 

MCADC  jmn  Edward,  a cofenrauon 
me  Me  and  work  ra  Professor  Jam 
E»*ard  Meads  witt  be  held  on  Saturn 
S**1*  ? C xam  in  the  chapel 

Trinity  Col  legs  Cambridge 
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Jw  Biciiie  o>  The  Rt  Hon  The  Lord  O Bn 
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mme  Chapel  of  the  Order  of  die  Bnd 
Empire  me  Crypt  Si  Pauls  Cathedra) 
nwiST1. OT  ThuTMa7-  u Marc/LTho 

cantaa^the  Assistant  Secretary.  Bank 


Jackdaw 


Rites  and  ritual 

IT  SEEMS  that  the  coffins 
were  ordered  and  the 
hangman  and  his  three 
assistants  flown  in  from  the 
far  north  two  days  before  the 
death  sentences  on  Ken  Saro- 
Wiwa  and  his  fellow  Ogoni 
activists . ...  were  confirmed 
by  General  Sani  Abacha's 
Provisional  Ruling  Council 
. . . Two  days ’later,  at  9 JO  in 
toe  morning,  Friday  10 
November,  the  Ogoni  Nine, 
as  they  had  come  to  be  called, 
were  taken  under  armed 
escort  from  the  military  camp 
they  had  been  held  in  for  toe 
last  18  months  to  the  regular 
prison  in  Port  HarcourL 
They  were  ushered  into  a 


large  cell  which  was  empty 
save  for  a long  wooden  bench. 
They  hadn’t  yet  been  told 
about  their  impending 
executions.  Along  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  they  never 
imagined  that  the 
government  would  kill  them 
with  such  indecent  haste, 
and  on  the  very  day  toe 
Commonwealth  was  meeting 
in  Auckland. 

Afew  minutes  later,  an 
inner  door  opened  and  Ken 
was  beckoned  inside.  He  was 
immediately  confronted  with 
a priest,  who  proceeded  to 
give  him  the  last  rites.  Then 
be  was  asked  whether  he  had 
a final  request.  He  asked  to 
see  his  wife.  Hauwa.  This  was 
denied.  He  asked  to  see  his  91- 
year-old  father  to  give  him 
his  pipe  and  wallet.  This.  too. 
was  denied.  Then  the  sheriff 
read  out  the  death-warrant 

then  the  noose  was  tightened 
around  his  neck. 

And  then  toe  story 
becomes  bizarre.  'It  failed."  a 
“source”  was  reported  to 
have  said.  “Try  and  try  the 
hangman  did,  but  it  simply 
failed  to  work."  Apparently, 
the  lever  refused  to  release 
the  trapdoor,  although  it  had 


been  successfully  tested  on  a 
dummy  that  very  morning — 
for  the  last  four  days  in  fact. 
They  decided  to  try  it  out  on 
one  of  the  others  so  they  led 
Ken  back  to  the  ceil  and 
brought  out  John  Kpunien. 
This  time  it  worked.  They 
brought  Ken  back  again  and 
again  it  failed.  It  wasn't  until 
the  fourth  attempt  that  the 
lever  slammed  home,  as  it 
were,  whereupon  the 
military  administrator  of 
Rivers  State,  Lt-ColDauda 
Komo.  the  same  man  who  had 
publicly  pronounced  Ken  and 
toe  others  guilty  even  before 
the  start  of  what  passed  fora 
trial;  and  who,  now,  at  Ken’s 
last  hour,  insisted  on  being 
personally  present  at  the 
sickening  spectacle,  rushed 
down  toe  makeshift 
scaffolding  to  make  sure  that 
he  was  well  and  truly  in 
possession  of  his  corpse. 

The  latest  of  AdeiraleMaja- 

Pearee's  Letters  From  Lagos, 
describing  the  circumstances 
of  the  execution  of  writer  Sen 
Saro ■ Wiwa  and  nine  others  by 
the  Nigerian  government  in 
November  last  year.  Pub- 
lished in  Index  On 
Censorship. 


New  era 

• All  households  whose  front 
door  is  more  than,  say,  20 
yards  from  the  nearest  public 
footpath  to  be  required  to 
havea  mailbox  next  to  the 
path. 

• Abolition  of  the  "Widde- 
combe”  rules  restricting  the 
political  activity  oflocal  gov- 
ernment employees. 

• Replacement  of  the  com- 
petitive tendering  system  for 
broadcasting  franchises  with 
a quality-based  process  of 
assessment. 

• Beer  pump  clips  to  cany  a 
list  of  ingredients  and  alco- 
holic strength. 

• Introduction  of  three  new 
bank  holidays  in  the  autumn 
and  winter. 

• The  age  of  consent  for  gay 
men  to  be  16. 

• Controls  over  the  volume 
and  price  of  wine  sold  by  the 
glass. 

• A beard  tas  to  be  placed  on 
barbers  and  razor  blade 

manufacturers. 

• Compulsory  deposits  to. 
encourage  battery  recycling. 

• Opening  up  of  health  au- 
thority /tru&  meetings. 

• Arsenal  to  be  permanently 


banned  from  the  Football 
League  on  grounds  of  bore- 
dom and  sanity. 

• Tottenham  to  be  declared 
an  official  Tory  Free  Zone 
and  other  areas  encouraged 
to  follow  the  example. 

• A national  old  age  pension- 
er’s travel  scheme. 

m The  New  Statesman  to  be 
nationalised  under  workers’ 
control  and  without 
compensation. 

Responses  to  the  New  States- 
man 's  invitation  to  its  readers 
to  come  up  with  small-scale, 
practical,  cheap  and  popular 
measures  that  could  be  Intro- 
duced by  an  incoming  Labour 
government. 

Tick  took 

IT  REALLY  was  an  amazing 
time.  For  a brief  moment, 
London  was  at  toe  centre  of 
the  universe.  But  one  took  it 
for  granted.  One  didn’t  go 
around  feeling  privileged, 
you  just  thought  "Hey,  we 
deserve  this" . . . and  the 
music!  I remember  the  Bea- 
tles from  when  I still  lived  in 
Liverpool.  I’d  see  them  down 
the  Cavern  on  a Friday  night. 
They  were  just  this  little  ama- 


teur band  but  they  had  amaz- 
ing energy  and  rawness . . . 
It’s  easy  to  forget  how  influ- 
ential the  Beatles  were.  They 
affected  everything . , . Why 
do  you  think  we’ve  got  those 
dopey  haircuts,  that  mop  top 
crap,  in  A Clockwork  Or- 
ange? That’S  all  related  to  the 
Beatles . . . There  was  a huge 
backlash  [against  the  film], 
particularly  in  America.  I 
remember  being  attacked  at 
length  in  the  New  York 


Pound  sign . . . Men’s  Health 


said;  "Where’s  your  sense  of 
humour?  Lighten  up!" . . . I 
can  only  put  [the  Dim’s  with- 
drawal in  this  country]  down 
to  [director]  Kubrick's  para- 
noia. Jt’s  a watershed  film  and 
one  that  should  be  seen.  The 
very  brilliance  of  Anthony 
Burgess's  story  is  that  he 
didn't  make  it  easy  for  us. 

Alex  is  an  immoral  character 

who  has  no  compunction 
whatsoever  about  raping, 
beating  and  going  on  the  ram- 
page. But  the  point  is,  every- 
body. pod  or  bad.  should  still 
have  the  right  to  choose. 
That's  what  A Clockwork  Or- 
ange is  about — freedom  of 
choice,  not  violence.  Violence 
is  just  a by-product 
Actor  Malcolm  McDowell,  who 
returns  to  television  screens  in 
Qur  FnendsIn  The  Norik  next 
week,  interviewed  about  the 

Pound  weight 

Q-  AT  A PARTY  fora  bet  I 

swallowed  a pound  coin  It 
didn  t seem  to  do  any  harm 

but  it  hasn’t  reappeared  vet 
Tm  now  worried  that  it  could 
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Leading  City  firm  looks  into  £1 5m  tycoon’s  copper  dealings  after  complaints  from  Chilean  government 

Lawyers  seek  bribes  proof 


Allegations  that 

Winchester  Com- 
modities Group  — 
the  trading  organi- 
sation headed  by 
the  £15  mill ion-a- year  tycoon. 
Charles  Vincent  — could  be 
Involved  in  the  S200  million 
Codelco  copper  scandal  are 
being  investigated  by  the  City- 
legal  firm  of  Herbert  Smith. 

The  solicitors,  which  are 
being  retained  by  the  Chilean 
state-otvned  Codelco  group, 
are  trying  to  untangle  a trans- 
action executed  by  Winches- 
ter in  January  199-1,  the 
Guardian  has  established. 

Investigations  focus  on 
Chilean  government  claims 
that  one  of  its  own  traders 
was  paid  huge  ■‘kickbacks"  in 
return  for  giving  commodity 


firms  preferential  deals.  The 
scandal  rocked  the  London 
metal  markets  when  It  broke 
in  early  1994. 

Herbert  Smith,  famed  for 
its  aggressive  commercial  liti- 
gation. is  “trying  to  get  to  the 
bottom"  of  the  deal,  according 
to  a senior  source. 

Codelco  has  already  lodged  a 
High  Court  writ  against  an- 
other commodities  business 
allegedly  involved  in  the  af- 
fair. fee  Belgian  firm  Sogemin. 

It  is  not  known  if  the  Cod- 
elco deal  is  linked  to  concerns 
which  have  been  raised  with 
Winchester  Commodities 
Group  by  the  Securities  and 
Futures  Authority  — the  reg- 
ulatory body  that  polices  ex- 
change-based trades. 

Winchester  Commodities 


yesterday  admitted  that  the 
SFA  had  investigated  the  com- 
pany. But  a spokesman  said 
that  "limited  Inquiries"  were 
made  in  1993.  The  company  in- 
sisted that  the  regulatory 
body  had  discovered  that  no 
City  rules  had  been  breached 

ter  last  night  admitted  that  it 
had  carried  out  business  with 
Codelco  and  feat  six  months 
ago  it  had  a conversation 
about  the  dealings  with  the 
company's  lawyers. 

The  spokesman  added:  "It 
is  our  understanding  feat 

Investigation  by  Dan  Atkinson,  Patrick 
Donovan,  Chris  Barrie  and  Paul  Murphy 

and  had  closed  the  Inquiry. 

It  is  understood  however 
feat  the  SFA  is  continuing  to 
examine  various  aspects  of 
Winchester’s  operations 
which  may  also  include  fee 
issue  of  its  Chilean  trades. 

A spokesman  for  Winches- 

there  are  general  inquiries 
into  all  trades  being  carried 
out  by  all  the  brokers  world- 
wide who  carried  out  busi- 
ness wife  Codelco. 

Codelco  — die  Corpora  cion 
Nacional.  del  Cobre  de  Chile 
— lost  perhaps  as  much  as 

$200  million  between  1990  and 
1993  through  speculative  cop- 
per trading  on  the  London 
Metal  Exchange.  Seventeen 
firms,  including  Sogemin  and 
Winchester,  were  used  by  Co- 
delco during  this  period. 

The  Chilean  group  has 
claimed  its  sacked  chief  fu- 
tures trader.  Junn  Pablo  Da- 
vila — now  facing  fraud 
charges  in  Chile  — conspired 
with  Sogemin.  There  have 
been  claims  of  inflated  com- 
missions and  improper  pay- 
ments. Sogemin,  a subsidiary 
of  Union  Mini  ere,  has  said  it 
has  seen  no  evidence  that  it 
acted  improperly. 

It  also  yesterday  emerged 
that  die  major  French  bank. 
Credit  Lyonnais  has  close 
links  with  Winchester  Com- 


modities and  acts  as  its  clear- 
ing broker.  Industry  sources 
said  that  Winchester  has  over 
$1  billion  in  credit  lines  with 
its  major  investment  clients, 
which  are  believed  to  include 
Sumitomo  and  several  other 
large  Japanese  institutions. 

Winchester  also  attempted 
to  take  over  the  major  French 
commodity  firm.  Sucden.  two 
years  ago.  It  is  understood 
that  Sucden  pulled  out  of  the 
deal  at  a late  stage. 

The  commodities  company 
has  come  to  public  promi- 
nence because  of  the  huge  sal- 
aries paid  to  its  directors  and 
staff  Mr  Vincent’s  £15  million 
a year  "fee”,  which  comes  on 
top  of  an  unspecified  salary, 
makes  him  one  of  Britain’s 
best  paid  directors. 


Chancellor  | Unichem 

becomes 
biggest 
chemist 


wins  kudos 
for  base  cut 


Richard  Thomas  and 
Larry  Elliott 


after 


USINESS  leaders  last 
night  hailed  the 
^Chancellor’s  deci- 
sion to  cut  base  rates 
the  latest  figures  for 
high  street  spending  showed 
that  the  expected  Christmas 
bonanza  failed  to  materialise. 

Sales  volumes  rose  by  0.4 
per  cent  in  December  to  a new 
record  level,  but  the  increase 
was  far  more  modest  than  had 
been  anticipated  following  up- 
beat trading  statements  from 
some  of  the  leading  chains. 

Some  analysts  had  been 
looking  for  a December  rise  of 
at  least  I per  cent  in  retail 
sales,  but  on  the  basis  of 
recent  Central  Statistical 
Office  evidence  any  benefit 
from  the  Christmas  season 
may  have  been  concentrated 
on  the  bigger  stores,  with 
smaller  outlets  struggling. 

The  Federation  of  Small 
Businesses  said  the  Chancel- 
lor should  have  been  even 
bolder  and  cut  rates  by  half  a 
point  to  6 per  cent  and 
warned  that  the  Government 
would  miss  its  3 per  cent 
growth  target  without  a fur- 
ther redaction  by  the  spring. 

Industry  believes  that  with 
consumer  spending  account- 
ing for  around  60  per  cent  of 
gross  domestic  product  ris- 
ing activity  is  vital  both  for  a 
recovery  in  both  the  manufac- 
turing sector  and  the  housing 
market 

Adair  Turner,  director-gen- 
eral of  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry,  said:  "The 


cut  should  underpin  a pick  up 
in  consumer  spending  and 
support  business  confidence 
which  have  weakened  since 
the  middle  of  last  year." 

The  Royal  Institution  of 
Chartered  Surveyors  said 
trimming  the  cost  of  borrow- 
ing to  6.25  per  cent  would  also 
build  confidence  in  the  hous- 
ing market  and  boost  the  hard- 
pressed  construction  industry. 

This  view  was  endorsed  by 
the  British  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce. which  reported  y ester 
day  that  economic  activity 
was  now  flat  after  several 
months  of  decline. 

The  BCG’s  quarterly  eco- 
nomic survey  of  7.664  firms 
found  that  domestic  sales  had 
stabilised,  factory  exports  had 
improved  slightly  — despite 
the  darkening  international 
picture  cited  by  the  Chancel 
lor  when  he  announced  the 
base-rate  cut  — and  that  busi- 
ness confidence  was  starting 
to  improve. 

The  only  gloomy  message 
from  the  poll  was  a continued 
decline  in  investment  inten- 
tions. according  to  Robin  Gel- 
dard,  president  of  the  .BCC. 
He  said  a stronger  rebound  in 
consumer  demand  was  need- 
ed before  firms  would  start 
spending  on  new  plant  and 
machinery. 

The  CSO’s  data  showed  that 
the  volume  of  retail  sales  in 
the  final  quarter  of  1995  were 
0.8  per  cent  up  on  the  previ- 
ous three  months  and  1.2  per 
cent  higher  than  in  the  Octo- 
ber to  December  period  of 
1994  — the  strongest  perfor- 
mance since  the  summer  of 
last  year. 


Treasury 
shrugs  off 
surprise  rise 
in  inflation 

DEARER  petrol  and 
tobacco  from  the  Novem- 
ber Budget  coupled  with  a 
jump  in  Christmas  food  and 
household  goods  prices 
helped  nudge  the  annual  rate 
of  inflation  up  to  3.2  per  cent 
last  month,  the  Government 
announced  yesterday,  writes 
our  Economics  Editor,  Lorry 
Elliott. 

The  unexpected  rise  in  in- 
flation was  shrugged  off  by 
the  Treasury,  which  said  al- 
most half  the  0.6  point  rise  in 
the  Retail  Prices  Index  in  De- 
cember was  caused  by  the 
Chancellor's  decision  to  in- 
crease excise  duties  on  petroL 
This  week,  the  price  of  a 


gallon  of  four-star  fell  sharply 
after  the  leading  filling 
station  chains  tried  to  win 
back  market  share  from 
supermarkets,  but  this  will 
not  show  up  until  the  Febru- 
ary inflation  figures. 

Overall,  the  RPI  showed 
price  rises  last  month  were 
slightly  higher  than  the  as 
point  increase  in  December 
1994,  resulting  in  the  annual 
rate  climbing  from  3.1  per 
cent  to  3.2  per  cent. 

Price  rises  in  December 
outweighed  falls  in  the  cost  of 
alcohol,  persona]  goods  and 
services  and  the  decrease  in 
the  cost  of  home  loans.  Ex- 
cluding mortgage  costs,  the 
inflation  rate  rose  from  2.9 
per  cent  to  3.0  per  cent. 

The  Chancellor’s  public 
aim  is  for  this  so-called 
underlying  rate  to  be  a 5 per 
cent  or  less  by  the  end  of  this 
Parliament  For  the  whole  of 
last  year  it  was  above  this 
target 


Ruling  puts  question  mark 
over  Brent’s  £200m  claim 


Dan  Atkinson 


Settlement  of  the  £200 
million  claim  by  Brant 
Walker  against  Grand  Metro- 
politan may  be  pushed'  into 
1997  by  a High  Court  ruling 
yesterday. 

The  leisure  group  is  claim- 
ing the  money  back  following 
its  £685  million  purchase  in 
1989  from  GrandMet  of  the 
William  Hill  and  Mecca  bet- 


ting chain!  Brent  is  making 
the  claim  under  a profits  war- 
ranty issued  by  GrandMet. 

GrandMet  claimed  both 
parties  intended  to  use  “ac- 
quisition accounting”  in  their 
treatment  of  the  profits;  this 
tends  to  flatter  the  profitabil- 
ity of  companies. 

Brent  has  denied  the  claim. 

The  High  Court  agreed  with 
GrandMet.  This  will  affect 
some  but  not  all  of  Brent 
Walker's  £200  million  claim. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BARK  SELLS 


France  7.38  Italy  Z.370  Singapore  Z.12 

Germany  2.  IS  Malta  0.54  South  Africa  540 

Greece  363.00  Netherlands  2.45  Spam  182.50 

Hong  Kong  11.60  New  Zealand  025  Sweden  10.06 

India  54.83  Norway  9 59  Switodandr^ 

Ireland  0-95  Portugal  226  00  Turkey  88.731 

Israel  4.77  Saudi  Arabia  5.65  USA  1.49 


Australia  1J» 

Austria  15.26 
Belgium  44.50 
Canada  2.02 
Cyprus  0.695 
Denmark  B.43 
Finland  6.74 
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NICHEM  yesterday  cat- 
apulted itself  from  third 
to  first  place  among 
Britain’s  drugs  retailers  with 
a £514  million  agreed  bid  for 
Lloyds  Chemists,  its  second- 
placed  rival. 

The  deal  is  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  takeovers  in  both  the 
retailing  and  manufacturing 
sides  of  the  drugs  industry 
that  has  seen  the  emergence 
of  a handful  of  key  players 
within  the  sector.  It  continues 
a process  that  culminated  last 
year  in  the  predatory  acquisi- 
tion of  two  of  the  biggest  and 
best-known  manufacturers, 
Wellcome  and  Fisons.  and 
AAH,  one  of  the  biggest 
wholesalers. 

Yesterday’s  latest  staging- 
post  In  the  concentration  pro- 
cess gives  Lloyds’  founder 
and  chairman  Allen  Lloyd  a 
windfall  of  almost  £40  million 
while  Unichem.  already  Brit- 
ain’s leading  drug  wholesaler, 
emerges  as  the  country’s  big- 
gest chemist  with  1,300  stores. 

Unichem  will  also  increase 
its  share  of  the  wholesale 
market  to  well  over  a third, 
and  in  addition  will  become 
the  biggest  healthfoods  re- 
tailer, gaining  control  of  Uni- 
chem’s  369  Holland  & Barratt 
stores. 

The  deal,  which  chief  exec- 
utive Jeff  Harris  confidently 
expects  to  go  through  without 
a monopolies  inquiry,  is  the 
latest  in  Unichem's  rapid  ex- 
pansion since  its  flotation  in 
November  1990. 

Once  it  has  integrated 
Lloyds  — a process  likely  to 
claim  an  unspecified  number 
of  jobs  — Unichem  will  be 
weO  placed  in  both  drug 
retailing  and  distribution.  Its 
next  logical  step  will  be  to  try 
to  seize  market  share  from 
rivals. 

Mr  Harris  indicated  yester- 
day that  Moss  — Unichem’s 
existing  retail  brand,  and  the 
name  all  Lloyds  branches  will 
shortly  trade  under  — will 
move  away  from  selling  gen- 
eral healthcare  products, 
such  as  toiletries,  and  concen- 
trate on  grabbing  a bigger 
share  of  the  more  lucrative 
and  fester-growing  prescrip- 
tions and  over-the-counter 
drugs  market 

The  risk  in  this  strategy  is 
that  the  Government  is  con- 
templating scrapping  retail 
price  maintenance,  the  price- 
fixing arrangement  that  pre- 
vents drugs  retailers  from 


Unichem  chief  Jeff  Harris  (left)  with  finance  director  Geoff  Cooper  photograph:  pavbj  sillitoe 


undercutting  rivals,  and 
which  ensures  that  medicines 
are  sold  at  roughly  similar 
prices  nationwide. 

The  agreement  exists  to 
protect  small  local  chemists, 
particularly  those  in  rural 
areas,  which  are  often  the 
only  way  in  which  the  sick 
and  elderly  can  buy  medicine 
easily.  But  it  was  threatened 
last  year  when  supermarket 
group  Asda,  fresh  from  kill- 
ing the  Net  Book  Agreement, 
started  discounting  around  80 
branded  products: 

The  drug  manufacturers 


quickly  obtained  an  injunc- 
tion against  Asda.  but  fee 
risk  remains  that  the  agree- 
ment, currently  the  subject  of 
an  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
review,  may  soon  go. 

Mr  Harris  — who  predicted 
that  there  will  be  some  price- 
cutting  at  his  own  group  — 
was  confident  yesterday  that 
Unichem  will  not  be  harmed 
by  the  review. 

He  expects  items  like  vita- 
min tablets  to  be  "delisted" 
from  the  agreement  but  pre- 
scription medicines  to  be  unaf- 
fected. resulting  in  little  com- 


mercial harm  to  Unichem. 

That  leaves  the  spectre  of 
Boots,  still  Britain's  biggest 
drugs  retailer  by  sales,  and 
which  was  last  night  bristling 
at  the  possibility  of  renewed 
competition. 

“The  merger  of  Lloyds  and 
Unichem  will  not  provide  any 
greater  or  lesser  competition 
for  Boots  than  in  the  past," 
said  a spokesman.  "We  have  a 
very  strong  corporate  and 
product  brand,  and  a cus- 
tomer franchise  which  no 
competition  could  beat." 

The  gloves,  it  seems,  are  off. 


Hopes  fade  of  last-minute  deal  to  save  Fokker  from  bankruptcy 


David  Gow 


FEARS  about  the  pending 
bankruptcy  of  Fokker 
intensified  last  night  when 
Ben  van  Schaik,  its  chair- 
man. said  chances  were  fad- 
ing for  a deal  between 
Daimler-Benz,  its  German 
majority-owner,  and  the 
Dutch  government  to  guar- 
antee the  aircraft  maker's 
survival. 

“In  the  next  few  days,  at 
all  sorts  of  levels,  very  In- 
tensive talks  will  be  held.” 
he  told  Dutch  public  televi- 
sion on  the  eve  of  a demon- 
stration by  virtually  the  en- 
tire 7,900-Strong  Fokker 
workforce  at  the  Dutch  par- 
liament in  The  Hague. 

His  pessimistic  comments 
also  came  just  hours  before 


an  expected  — but  uncon- 
firmed — meeting  between 
Daimler  chairman  Jhrgen 
Schrempp,  Dutch  premier 
Wim  Eok  and  economics 
minister  Hans  Wijers  over 
last-ditch  efforts  to  per- 
suade the  government  to 
pump  more  money  into 
Fokker. 

Works  council  and  union 
officials  came  away  empty- 
handed  from  talks  yester- 
day with  Mr  Wijers  on  a 
government  injection  of 
fresh  capital  into  Fokker 
which  is  said  to  have  nega- 
tive equity  of  around  500 
million  guilders  (£200  mil- 
lion) after  losing  651  mil- 
lion guilders  in  the  first 
half  of  last  year. 

“We  wanted  to  know 
what  solution  the  minister 
had  to  the  Fokker  problem 


and  did  not  get  an  answer," 
said  Willem  Dikhuizen,  a 
senior  union  officiaL 
Fokker’s  shares  fell 


nearly  20  per  cent  on  the 
Amsterdam  bourse.  “That’s 
hardly  surprising  as 
they’re  worth  several  guil- 
ders below  zero,"  one  ana- 
lyst commented. 

Fokker  wants  a further 
2JS  billion  guilders  of  capi- 
tal to  keep  afloat,  of  which 
Daimler  demands  half 
direct.  Daimler,  which  has 
paid  its  subsidiary's  bills 
since  August,  Is  to  hold  an 
extraordinary  meeting  of 
its  policymaking  supervi- 
sory board,  the  first  for  five 
years,  on  Monday. 

Romboud  Klinkert,  a 
Fokker  spokesman,  said 
the  Dutch  government  had 
simply  agreed  to  write  off 
900  million  guilders  in 
debt  “Well,  they'll  never 
get  it  back  anyway,**  an  ob- 
server said. 


Notebook 
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reticence  of  fee  Bank 
England,  in  the  wake 
of  Kenneth  Clarke's  deci- 
sion to  shave  a further  quar- 
ter point  of  base  rates,  sug- 
gests that  the  Governor. 
Eddie  George,  is  not  entirely 
at  one  with  fee  Chancellor  on 
the  latest  cut. 

It  may  be  within  the  spirit 
of  the  operationl  framework 
for  monetary  policy  for 
Tbreadneedle  Street  to 
remain  silent  until  the  next 
minutes  are  published,  on 
February'  21.  but  that  has  not 
prevented  Mr  George's  views 
from  seaping  into  the  market 
in  the  recent  past. 

Indeed,  one  of  the  more  at- 
tractive features  of  Mr 
George's  rule  at  the  Bank  is 
that  he  says  what  he  believes. 
He  has  made  no  secret  of  the 
fact  feat  he  thinks  Mr  Clarke 
backed  an  outsider  In  May. 
when  he  refused  to  follow  fee 
Bank's  advice  and  raise  rates, 
and  got  lucky. 

This  time  around,  there  is 
absolutely  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Mr  Clarke  and  Mr 
George  are  far  apart  in  their 
judgment  about  fee  economy. 
But  Mr  George  is  plainly 
wary  feat  it  is  the  political 
timetable,  of  an  election  in 
the  next  15  months,  which  is 
governing  the  Chancellor’s 
monetary  stance  — and  not 
pure  economic  analyis. 

BOTH  sides  of  town  are  in 
accord  on  certain  basic 
economic  points.  The 
weakening  of  the  European 
economies,  together  with  fee 
loss  of  some  of  the  UK’s  deval- 
uation benefits  mean  feat  the 
export  market  on  which  the 
recovery  of  the  1990s  has  been 
focused,  is  not  likely  to  be  a 
great  source  of  growth  in  1996 
or  for  that  matter  cause 
capacity  constraints. 

If  growth  is  going  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  the  Budget 
Red  Book  target  of  3 per  cent, 
the  stimulus  is  going  to  have 
to  be  at  home.  But  the  Decem- 
ber retail  sales  figures  do  not 
quite  suggest  a boom  on  our 
high  streets. 

On  a quarterly  basis,  sales 
volumes  in  the  past  three 
months  were  0.8  per  cent 
higher  than  in  the  previous 
quarter,  and  1.2  per  cent  up 
on  a year  ago.  Although  cloth- 
ing and  sales  were  particu- 
larly strong  in  the  final 
month  of  1996  (when  the  dis- 
counting began  before  Christ- 
mas in  some  cases'),  in  other 
sectors  of  fee  economy  con- 
sumer spending  appears  rela- 
tively sluggish. 

Similarly,  looking  at  infla- 
tion, there  appears  to  be  no 
high  drama  in  immediate 
prospect  Although  the  head- 
line rate  for  retail  prices  was 
up  to  3J2  per  cent  (from  3.1  per 
cent  a month  earlier!  the 
Bank’s  own  preferred  mea- 
sure of  RPIY,  which  removes 
the  effects  of  mortgage  rates 
and  indirect  taxes,  is  at  2.5  per 
cent  — within  target  range. 

This  chimes  with  some 
thinking  inside  fee  Bank.  It 


Bank  bides  its 
time  on  inflation 


has  been  reassured  by  earn- 
ings figures,  which  are  basi- 
cally flat,  and  does  not  appear 
unduly  alarmed  by  the  Vaux- 
hall  settlements  just  starting 
to  come  through. 

The  slackness  in  fee  motor 
Industry,  symbolised  by  fee 
Christmas/new  year  lay-offs, 
suggests  that  workers  there 
and  employees  supplying  fee 
industry  will  not  confidently 
use  the  Vauxhall  4.5  per  cent 
as  a benchmark. 

Elsewhere,  on  the  inflation 
front  there  seems  to  be  a feel- 
ing by  those  close  to  the  Bank 
that  the  worst  effects  of 
higher  imported  prices,  as  a 
result  of  sterling's  deprecia- 
tion, already  have  fed 
through  fee  prices  channel. 
To  this  degree  fee  Bank  and 
the  Treasury  are  not  that  Car 
apart 

But  it  is  the  task  of  central 
bankers,  who  in  fee  main 
have  the  luxury  of  ignoring 
the  political  framework  of 
their  decisions,  also  to  assess 
the  risk  of  moving  too  hastily 
in  bringing  rates  down. 

IT  WOULD  be  surprising  if 
this  did  not  form  part  of  Mr 
George’s  script  at  the  Trea- 
sury  on  Wednesday.  The 
Bank  is  known  to  be  some- 
what concerned  about  the 
buoyancy  of  M4,  fee  broader 
measure  of  monetary  growth 
presently  running  near  its 
ceiling  at  7-8  per  cent 
It  is  also  concerned  about 
fee  potential  impact  on  con- 
sumption of  the  unleashing  of 
locked  Tessa  funds,  electric- 
ity rebates,  building  society 
takeovers,  conversions  and 
merger  as  well  as  tax  cuts  to 
come.  This  together  with 
signs  of  some  recovery  in 
housing  demand  could  con- 
ceivably. be  inflationary  fur- 
ther down  fee  Bank’s  time 
horizon. 

Possibly,  these  factors  will 
simply  offset  sluggishness 
elsewhere.  However,  policy- 
makers are  only  too  con- 
scious of  what  happens  when 
bouse  prices  rises,  tax  cuts 
and  easier  credit  come 
together  — historically  it  has 
proved  an  inflationary  mix.  It 
may  have  been  possible  to 
judge  the  mood  better  a little 
further  into  the  year. 

It  is  also  possible  that 
bringing  UK  rates  down  too 
far  too  soon  could  destabilise 
sterling.  The  pound  intially 
strengthened  on  the  Treasury 
move,  but  weakened  later  on, 
providing  a reminder  of  how 
vulnerable  it  can  sometimes 
be. 

The  London  stock  market, 
fearing  that  an  earnings  fam- 
ine could  be  on  the  way  in 
1996.  was  greatly  relieved  by 
the  interest  rate  cut,  allowing 
fee  FTSE  to  push  to  a high. 
However,  fee  City  must  also 
recognise  that  there  is  also  a 
downside  In  fee  current  situa- 
tion. 

For  the  moment  the  Chan- 
cellor's luck  is  holding  out  as 
he  seeks  to  underpin  bis  tax 
cuts  with  the  monetary  eas- 
ing which  always  had  to  come 
if  fee  ambitious  growth  target 
was  to  be  met.  He  has  nothing 
to  lose  politically:  the  Conser- 
vatives are  very  low  in  the 
polls  and  leadership  ques- 
tions have  again  surfaced 
around  Mr  Major. 

Bringing  about  a feel-good 
factor  is  essential  to  survival. 
But  if  inflation  prospects  are- 
put  at  risk,  do  not  expect  Mr 
George  to  maintain  his 
silence. 


Buoyant  IBM  ends  the  year 
on  a billion-dollar  note 


Mark  Tran  in  New  York 


IBM  marked  a further  stage 
in  its  comeback  from  fee  fi- 
nancial abyss  when  it  yester- 
day reported  a surprisingly 
robust  42  per  cent  jump  in 
fourth-quarter  profits  to 
$1.7  billion  (£1  billion). 

The  world’s  largest  com- 
puter company  performed  sat- 
isfectorily  across  fee  board. 
Personal  computers  and  large 
systems  sold  well,  service  rev- 
enues soared  and  Lotus  De- 
velopment, the  software  com- 
pany acquired  last  summer 
for  $3.5.  billion,  enjoyed  spec- 
tacular sales  of  Notes  — a 
communications  and  data- 
base program. 

Two  million  copies  of  Notes 
were  sold  in  the  past  six 
months,  more  than  in  fee  pre- 
vious six  years. 

“Our  fundamental  strate- 


gies are  working."  said  IBM 
chief  executive  Louis 
Gerstner.  "In  the  fourth  quar- 
ter, the  breadth  of  our 
product  and  geographic  port- 
folio once  again  paid  off." 

The  company’s  closely 
watched  gross  profit  margin 
Improved  to  41.9  per  cent  in 
the  fourth  quarter,  up  from 
41.3  per  cent  in  the  third  quar- 
ter and  40.6  per  cent  a year 
ago. 

Services  such  as  consulting 
jinri  developing  customised 
data  systems  — an  increas- 
ingly important  business  for 
IBM  — saw  revenues  jump  to 
$4.1  billion. 

IBM  finished  the  year  with 
its  best  profit  since  1990,  earn- 
ing $4.1  billion,  compared 
wife  $2.9  billion  in  1994. 

News  of  the  fourth-quarter 
results  saw  IBM  shares  jump 
$3'  j to  8907  > In  early  trading 
on  Wall  Street 


Top  hi-tech  companies’  reporting  quarterly  figures  ties  year 


Apple  Computer 
Computer  Associates 
Intel 

Sun  Microsystems 
Advanced  Micro  Devices 
Motorola 


net  profli/loss 
-569.0m 
5222.7m 
$867.  Dm 
S126.1m 
S 55.6m 
S432-0m 


change 
- 136.7% 
+ 27.8% 

+ 133.0% 
4 54.5% 
4 45.0% 
-16.1% 
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Professor  Stephen 
Littlechild.  the  electricity 
regulator  (right),  was  izi  at 
the  beginning  of  Britain’s 
experiment  with  inflation- 
linked  price  caps.  Despite 
widespread  criticism  for 
being  too  lenient  on  the 
industry  and  being  forced 
to  rewrite  distribution 
price  controls  last  year,  he 
remains  the  system's  most 
ardent  defender 

PHOTOGRAPH;  E HAMILTON  WEST 


UK  controls  leave  competition  on  grid 


Yesterday  US  expert  Gregory  Palast 
accused  weak  British  watchdogs  of 
failure.  Today  electricity  regulator 
STEPHEN  LITTLECHILD  defends 
the  system  as  a world  role  model 


IT  IS  surprising  that  the 
American  Gregory  Palast 
should  find  so  much  to 
criticise  in  the  British 
electricity  industry  and  its 
regulation  compared  to  the 
situation  in  the  US,  when  US 
regulators,  companies  and 
customers  are  actively  trying 
to  change  their  own  systems 
to  emulate  key  features  of  the 
new  arrangements  in  Britain. 

It  suggests  that  he  has  mis- 
understood what  is  happen- 
ing in  his  own  country  just  as 
he  has  failed  to  appreciate 
what  is  happening  here  in 
Britain. 

It  is  not  ray  intention  to 
criticise  US  companies  or 
their  regulators.  Many  US 
electricity  companies  set  high 
standards  of  efficiency  and 
service  to  customers. 

In  achieving  their  own  sig- 
nificant improvements  in  effi- 
ciency and  service  to  custom- 
ers over  the  last  few  years, 
many  of  the  British  electric- 
ity companies  have  found  it 
helpfUl  to  learn  from  some  of 
the  Americans  and  others. 

The  entry  of  US  companies 
into  the  British  electricity 
market  is  a further  opportu- 
nity to  transfer  best  practice 
in  both  directions. 

Mr  Palast  places  much 
weight  on  the  claim  that  on 
average  domestic  customers 
in  the  US  pay  less  for  their 
electricity  than  domestic  cus- 
tomers in  this  country. 

However,  there  are  large 
price  variations  within  the 
US  and  many  customers  there 
pay  more  than  customers  in 
Britain  do.  There  are  other 
countries,  such  as  New  Zea- 
land and  South  Africa,  where 
domestic  customers  seem  to 
pay  less  than  in  the  US. 

And  Mr  Palast  does  not 
mention  the  many  other 
countries,  including  Japan, 
Germany,  Belgium.  France 
and  Spain,  where  domestic 
customers  pay  more  than  in 
Britain. 


It  is  absurd  to  claim  that 
these  price  differences  reflect 
differences  between  US  and 
UK  regulation.  Many  factors 
are  at  work,  notably  the  cost 
of  primary  fuels  and  the  effect 
of  government  policies. 

Mr  Palast  seems  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  US  electricity 
regulation  requires  nearly 
54,000  experts  and  support 
staff.  Many  people  might 
regard  this  as  a measure  of 
failure  of  regulation  rather 
than  a success. 

Why  does  US  regulation 


require  such  a formidable 
and  costly  bureaucracy?  A 
major  reason  is  that  US  rate- 
of-retum  regulation  aims  to 
reimburse  companies  for 
their  operating  costs  and 
guarantees  a return  on  their 
investment 

What  this  means  in  practice 
is  that  companies  devote 
enormous  resources  to  per- 
suading regulators  that  they 
had  to  spend  what  they  did 
spend,  to  inflating  their  asset 
bases,  and  perhaps  indulging 
in  some  of  the  practices 
which  Mr  Palast  deplores. 

Small  wonder  that  "entire 
buildings  filled  with  accoun- 
tants" are  needed  to  track 
what  the  utilities  are  doing. 
But  judging  from  the  prices 
that  US  electricity  companies 
have  paid  to  purchase  compa- 
nies in  Britain  and  elsewhere, 
it  does  not  seem  that  they 
have  been  deprived  of  profits. 


Re-wiring  the  new  power  industry 


Welsh  Water 
BidforSwalec 

CSW 

Bid  for  Seeboard 

Southern  Com, 

Bid  for  SWI 

Scottish  Power 
BidforManweb 

NWest  Water 
BldforNorweb 

PowerGen 
Bid  for  Midlands 


E872m 


As  you  were 


£1.1  bn 


£1.1  bn 


No  bids  Ion  Northern 
Electro,  Yorkshire 
Electricity,  London 
Electricity,  and 
E Midlands  Electricity. 


£1.1  bn 


£1.82bn 


E1.9bn 


Hanson 

Bid  for  Eastern  L 

National  Power 
Bid  for  Southern 


£R5bn 


Regional  electricity  companies 


When  privatised:  1990 

Number  of  employees  at  privatisation:  82,480 
Number  of  employees  in  1994/95: 63,000 
Proceeds  from  sell-off:  £5.1 8 billion 
Turnover  £1 5.4  billion:  pre-tax  profits,  £2.077  billion 

Last  year's  controversy:  Long-running  wrangle  with  government 
over  whether  to  give  consumers  any  of  the  proceeds  ot  the  flotation 
of  the  National  Grid.  Takeover  fever  sparked  huge  gains  for 
investors  and  senior  industiy  managers. 

Electricity  regulator  forced  to  rewrite  price  caps  on  industry  after 
allegations  he  had  been  too  lenient 


MIDLAND 


NOTICE  TO  CUSTOMERS 


NEW  INTEREST  RATES 

With  effect  from  19th  January  1996 
Base  Rate  has  been 
reduced  by  0.25%  to  6.25% 


Midland  Bank  pic 

The  listening  Bank 

Member  HSBC  <Z>  Cnmp 


In  devising  regulatory  con- 
trols in  Britain,  we  con- 
sciously looked  at  US  experi- 
ence and  sought  to  improve 
on  it  The  RPI-X  approach  to 
price  control  which  has  been 
developed  in  Britain  certainly 
takes  into  account  reasonable 
operating  costs  and  capital  in- 
vestment, and  a need  to  pro- 
vide a return  to  shareholders. 
But  it  provides  a better  deal 
for  customers  and  better  effi- 
ciency incentives  for  compa- 
nies in  two  respects. 

First,  the  RPI-X  price  con- 
trol does  not  look  to  the  past, 
it  looks  to  the  future.  It  does 
not  ask  what  companies  have 
spent  it  asks  bow  much  less 
they  would  need  to  spend  If 
they  were  more  efficient 

Second,  by  not  clawing 
back  profits  that  are  achieved 
under  this  price  control,  it 
gives  companies  the  incentive 
to  be  even  more  efficient  to 
beat  the  targets  Implicit  In 
the  price  control. 

In  the  short  term  this  may 
mean  higher  profits.  These 
achieved  reductions  in  costs 
are  then  passed  on  to  custom- 
ers when  the  price  control  is 
reset 

The  new  distribution  price 
control  for  example,  will  cut 
distribution  charges  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  by  one  third 
over  the  period  to  the  year 
2000.  most  of  it  in  the  first  two 
years. 

The  same  method  of  price 
control  has  also  yielded  dra- 
matic price  reductions  in 
other  regulated  utilities,  no- 
tably telecommunications, 
gas  and  airports. 

A further  significant  devel- 
opment in  Britain,  increas- 
ingly admired  by  many  Amer- 
icans and  others,  is  the  use  of 
competition  in  generation 
and  supply  to  reduce  the  bur- 
den of  regulation  and  to  pro- 
vide increased  protection  for 
customers. 

Admittedly,  competition  in 
generation  in  Britain  is  not 
perfect  But  real  progress  has 
been  made  since  the  break  up 
of  the  CEGB  monopoly  in 
1990.  Smaller  competitors 
have  ended,  and  new  genera- 
tors have  entered  the  market 
The  aggregate  market  share 
of  National  Power  and  Power- 
Gen  has  declined  by  a quar- 
ter. It  will  decline  further 
when  they  have  discharged 


their  undertakings  to  sell 
capacity  to  competitors. 

Mr  Palasfs  remark  that  no 
US  generator  has  more  than  2 
per  cent  of  the  US  market  is 
misleading.  It  is  no  more  rele- 
vant than  to  claim  that  the 
leading  British  generators 
have  less  than  a 2 per  cent 
share  of  the  whole  European 
market 

There  is  no  way  in  which  a 
customer  on  the  Bast  Coast 
can  get  access  to  a generator 
on  the  West  Coast  or  a gen- 
erator in  Chicago  compete  for 
the  business  of  a customer  in 
New  Orleans.  For  all  practical 
purposes,  most  US  customers 
are  faced  with  a monopoly  in 
generation  from  their  local 
company. 

In  1998,  all  electricity  cus- 
tomers in  Britain  will  be  able 
to  choose  their  own  electric- 
ity supplier.  Competition  in 
supply  will  be  an  extremely 
important  protection  for  cus- 
tomers against  suppliers  with 
high  profit  margins,  ineffi- 
cient methods,  poor  quality  of 
service  or  high  priced  genera- 
tion contracts. 

Mr  Palast  claims  not  to 
understand  how  the  supply  of 
electricity  can  be  separated 
from  ownership  of  the  wires 
along  which  it  is  supplied.  He 
is  evidently  unaware  that  half 
the  electricity  in  Britain  is  al- 
ready sold  in  a competitive 
market  on  precisely  this 
basis. 

Transmission  and 

distribution  compa- 
nies have  to  make 
their  wires  available 
on  the  same  terms  to  all  sup- 
pliers, and  these  terms  are 
regulated  by  price  controls. 
Suppliers  compete  actively  to 
purchase  generation  econom- 
ically and  sell  it  to  some 
50,000  medium  and  large-sized 
customers  throughout  the 
country. 

As  a result  of  competition, 
these  customers  have  already 
benefited  from  significant 
reductions  in  prices,  and  im- 
provements in  other  terms  of 
sale,  such  as  aggregate  billing 
for  all  their  sites  in  the 
country,  which  suits  them 
better  than  previous  billing 
arrangements. 

No  one  is  complacent  about 
the  practical  difficulties  of 
creating  competitive  markets 


UN  lauds  multinationals’ 
assistance  to  Third  World 


Richard  Thomas 

on  a new  report 
calculated  to  rile 
the  aid  charities 


Multinational  cor- 
porations are  boost- 
ing the  economies  of 
Third  World  countries  by 
Injecting  capital,  opening 
export  markets  and  raising 
efficiency,  the  United 
Nations  declares  today. 

In  a report  likely  to  pro- 
voke immediate  condemna- 
tion from  voluntary  aid 
agencies,  the  UN  Trade  and 
Development  arm  says  that 
multinational  firms  will 
create  S3  trillion  (£3.3  tril- 
lion) of  wealth  outside  their 
home  countries  during 
1996,  and  will  Invest 
heavily  In  poorer  nations. 

The  UN  World  Invest- 
ment Report  1990,  released 
today,  argues  that  the 
global  reach  of  companies 
such  as  Royal  Dutch  Shell, 
Exxon,  IBM  and  General 
Motors  is  “a  major  factor  in 
particular  for  countries 
struggling  to  catch  up**. 

With  cross-border  capital 
flows  expected  to  hit  S230 
billion  this  year,  up  from 


5191  billion  in  1991  — and  a 
third  of  the  total  going  to  de- 
veloping countries  — the  UN 
says  that  international  in- 
vestment by  multinationals 
has  overtaken  trade  as  the 
driving  force  behind  global 

economic  Integration. 

On  the  eve  of  the  report's 
official  publication,  Chris- 
tian Aid  accused  the  UN  of 
faffing  to  highlight  the  dis- 
advantages, as  well  as  bene- 
fits, of  the  increasing  activ- 
ity of  first  world  companies 
in  poorer  countries. 

Peter  Madden,  Christian 
Aid's  head  of  policy,  said: 
"Transnational  corpora- 
tions. have  more  and  more 
freedom  to  go  where  and  do 
what  they  like,  with  fewer 
and  fewer  social  obliga- 
tions.” 

He  called  for  internation- 
ally-agreed minimum 
social  standards,  to  prevent 
“social  dumping”,  whereby 
poor  countries  arc  forced  to 
dilute  or  abolish  legal  con- 
trols over  working  condi- 
tions in  order  to  woo  big 
business. 

Cuts  in  the  size  of  aid 
packages  from  the 
countries  in  the  indnstrial- 
lsed  world  were  one  reason 
poor  nations  were  having 
to  offer  tax  incentives,  no- 
strike  deals  and  minimal 


obligations  to  attract  pri- 
vate capital,  he  said. 

The  UN  report  comes 
hard  on  the  heels  of  an  an- 
nouncement from  the  Brit- 
ish government  that  aid 
payments  arc  to  be  re- 
stricted to  the  very  poorest 
20  countries. 

“This  makes  it  harder  to 
voice  criticism  against  the 
multinationals."  Mr  Mad- 
den said. 

The  UN  admits  that 
greater  liberalisation  of 
trade  barriers  has  forced 
poorer  countries  to  face 
competitive  pressures. 

“It  is  less  and  less  poss- 
ible for  individual  firms  to 
retreat  into  the  safe  havens 
of  home  markets.  Competi- 
tion is  everywhere”,  the  In- 
vestment Report  says. 

But  multinationals  help 
Third  World  nations  to 
adapt  to  new  pressures  by 
strengthening  their  produc- 
tive capacity  and  training 
workers,  the  UN  Insists. 

In  addition,  they  improve 
their  home  economies  by 
relocating  Industries  that 
are  losing  comparative  ad- 
vantage. 

The  report  cites  the 
resuscitation  of  the  British 
car  industry  by  first  Ameri- 
can, and  then  Japanase, 
motor  firms  as  an  example. 
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in  electricity  or  of  Implement- 
ing price  control  in  those 
parts  of  the  industry  which 
remain  monopolies.  But  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  better 
to  make  the  electricity  indus- 
try answerable  through  com- 
petition to  all  25  million  cus- 
tomers than  to  hire  another 
49,800  regulatory  staff. 

Britain  is  ahead  of  the 
world  in  creating  a competi- 
tive electricity  market  to 
replace  the  monopolistic 
structures  of  the  past  Key  as- 
pects of  the  British  approach 
have  already  been  imple- 
mented across  the  world,  in- 
cluding Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  Norway  and 
Sweden,  Argentina  and  Can- 
ada.  Many  other  countries  are 
watching  with  keen  interest 
and  learning  from  our 
experience. 

In  the  US,  several  state  and 
federal  regulatory  authorities 
have  announced  their  inten- 
tion to  move  towards  the  sort 
of  competitive  market  struc- 
ture that  we  have  pioneered 
In  this  country.  ■ 

Amongst  other  things,  they 
are  grappling  with  the  prob- 
lems of  how  to  manage  this 
change  — in  particular,  how 
past  uneconomic  investments 
of  the  utilities  should  be 
treated  in  the  new  competi- 
tive environment;  how  for  to 
separate  generation,  trans- 
mission, distribution  and  sup- 
ply; whether  to  create  new 
kinds  of  electricity  spot  mar- 
kets; how  to  design  end  en- 
force common  carriage  obli- 
gations; and  so  on. 

In  all  these  debates  British 
experience  is  of  critical  rele- 
vance. Yet  these  debates  ap- 
pear to  have  passed  Mr  Palast 
by. 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
US  policy  makers,  regulators, 
customers,  industry  leaders 
and  other  interest  groups 
would  be  as  impressed  with 
our  experience  if  the  industry 
and  regulatory  framework  in 
this  country  were  as  deeply 
flawed  as  Mr  Palast  suggests. 

On  the  contrary,  recent  de- 
velopments have  enabled 
electricity  customers  in  Brit- 
ain to  benefit  from  increased 
efficiency,  reduced  prices  and 
improved  quality  of  service. 
The  innovations  in  Britain 
have  proved  a model  for  the 
rest  of  the  world. 


Guinness  in  stout  loss 

nnremtafter  the  board  said  that  further  detemratwn  m the 
Japanese  spirits  market  will  cause  1995  profit  from  the  region  to 

lion  charge  in  1995.  boosting  the  total  to£64 
will  include  £10  minion  earmarked  for 

Distillers’  in  Europe  and  £29  minion  for  therestructunngcrf  its 
struggling  brewing  operations  in  Spain.  — Tony  May 

Murdoch  son  eyes  top  job 

LACHLAN  MURDOCH,  Rupert  Murdoch’s  son,  s^dyeSterday 
that  he  hoped  eventually  to  take  control  of  his  father  s woridvride 
media  empire.  Lachlan,  24,  has  been  tipped  to  replace  his  64-year 
old  fotherat  same  point  He  told  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  he 
thought  he  would  make  a good  job  of  running  News  Corporation, 
although  uncomfortable  at  media  speculation  on  the  subject 
Lachlan  is  already  deputy  chief  executive  of  News  Limited, 
News  Corp's  Australian  arm,  and  deputy  chairman  of  Star  TV , 
News  Corp’s  Asian  satellite  television  service,  as  well  as  serving 
on  anil-member  global  strategy  committee.  — Ian  King 

DTI  to  study  Caradon  report 

THE  Stock  Exchange  said  last  night  it  had  completed  its  investi- 
gation into  dealings  in  Caradon  shares  ahead  of  the  building " 
materials  company’s  shock  profits  warning  last  September.  It  has 
passed  a report  to  the  Department  ofTrade  & Industry.  The 
investigation  was  launched  after  a sharp  foil  in  Caradon  Ts  share 
price  forced  the  company  into  publishing  its  results  two  days 
ahead  of  schedule. 

It  is  understood  the  Investigation  has  centred  on  the  sale  of  10 
million  Caradon  shares  by  merchant  bank  Robert  Fleming’s  fund 
management  arm,  and  on  the  role  of  analysts  Martin  Murch  and 
David  Reed,  both  of  whom  are  now  believed  to  have  left  the  hank. 
Last  night,  Robert  Fleming  refused  to  comment  — Ian  King 

Diamond  talks  extended 

CRUCIAL  talks  between  the  Russian  government  and  diamond 
giant  De  Beers  have  been  extended  for  one  more  month,  a joint 
communique  announced  yesterday . The  Russians,  second  only  to 
De  Beers  Itself  in  terms  of  diamond  production,  account  for  a 
quarter  of  world  output  and  are  seeking  improved  terms  from  De 
Beers  in  return  for  letting  the  South  African  group  continue  to 
market  all  Russian  gems.  — Dan  Atkinson 

Speculators  called  to  account 

BRISTOL  & West  Building  Society  has  raised  the  opening  balance 
on  three  accounts  to  £2,500  in  an  attempt  to  deter  speculative 
investors.  The  society’s  action  follows  moves  earlier  this  week  by 
Alliance  & Leicester  and  Britannia  to  dose  membership  accounts 
to  new  investors  amid  flotation  rumours.  — CiW Jones 


Tile  COOPERATIVE  BANK 


BASE  RATE 
CHANGE 


With  effect  from  close  of  business 
on  Thursday  18th  January  1996, 
Co-operative  Bank  Base  Rate 
changes  from  6.50%  p.a. 
to  6.25%  p.a. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  BANK  PLC. 

PART  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENT 

1 Balloon  St.,  Manchester  M60  4EF!  Tel:  0161  832  3456 


INTEREST 

RATE 

CHANGE 

Allied  Irish  Banks,  p.l.c.  announces 
that  with  effect  from  close  of 
business  on  18  January  1996 
its  Base  Rate  was  decreased  from 
6.50%  to  6.25%  p.a. 
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Anger  brings 
Becker  back 
from  brink 


David  Irvine  in  Melbourne 


AT  17  it  seemed  aston- 
ishing. Yet  at  28  it 
seems  Boris  Becker 
Is  still  quite  capable 
ot  getting  away  with  it.  Yes- 
feroay,  as  at  Wimbledon  in 
1985,  he  survived  a second 
successive  five-set  match,  this 
one  from  two  sets  down,  to 
keep  alive  his  challenge  for  a 
second  Australian  Open  title. 

Becker,  taken  the  distance 
by  Britain’s  Greg  Rusedski 
under  the  Flinders  Park  lights 
here  on  Tuesday,  looked  down 
and  out  when  he  trailed  by 
two  sets  to  Thomas  Johans- 
son of  Sweden  and  slipped  to 
0-40  on  his  own  serve  at  2-2. 

Yet  then,  having  been  given 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt  on  a 
cross-court  volley  that  many 
thought  was  out,  he  laid  the 
foundations  of  a magnificent 
recovery  with  a sequence  of 
eight  points  which  tore  the 
initiative  from  his  20-year-old 
opponent's  grasp. 

Becker  revealed  that  to 
some  extent  he  had  been 
goaded  to  a positive  response 
by  the  shouts  of  the  rival  fans 
— some  of  which,  he  felt  had 
overstepped  the  bounds  of 
fair  play.  “I  understand  Swed- 
ish a bit  and  they  were  not 
very  nice  things  they  said. 
They  were  making  me  angry 
and  basically  it  was  that  that 
saved  my  life,  because  my  op- 
ponent sort  of  backed  off  a 
little.'’ 

Though  he  felt  Johansson 
picked  up  his  game  again  in 
the  fifth  set  Becker  had  found 
bis  rhythm  by  then  and  had 
begun  to  serve  flat  out 
It  was  hard  not  to  feel  some 
sympathy  for  Johansson.  A 
little  less  than  a year  ago  he 
was  contesting,  and  winning, 
the  British  satellite  circuit  at 
Bracknell,  yet  despite  an  al- 
most total  lack  of  experience 
at  Grand  Slam  level  he  not 
only  lived  with  the  world 
Mo.  4 but  for  two  sets  outman- 
oeuvred him. 


It  was  a tribute  to  the  Ger- 
man's never-say-die  attitude, 
none  the  less,  that  this  was 
the  ninth  time  in  his  career 
that  be  had  fought  back  from 
a two-set  deficit  to  win.  Wor- 
ried he  may  have  been  but  he 
never  panicked.  His  serve 
picked  up  noticeably  once  the 
tide  turned,  with  13  of  his  20 
aces  coming  in  the  last  two 
sets,  and  an  early  reluctance 
to  leave  the  baseline  was  also 
overcome  as  he  crowded  his 
opponent  increasingly. 

A change  of  gear  may  now 
be  necessary  if  Becker,  who  as 
yet  has  shown  little  sign  of  fa- 
tigue, is  to  progress.  His  next 
opponent  is  another  Swede. 
Magnus  Larsson,  who  contin- 
ued to  ei^joy  his  comeback 
after  a lengthy  absence  with  a 
broken  ankle  by  beating  By- 
ron Black  6-3,  3-6,  6-4,  6-4. 

Here  last  year  Larsson 
came  within  two  points  of  de- 
feating Pete  Sampras  in  the 
fourth  round,  'and  he  then 
climbed  to  10th  place  in  the 
world  rankings  before  injury 
— sustained  while  playing  in 
an  exhibition  event  — forced 
him  off  the  circuit  for  five 
months. 

Comfortable  victories  fbr 
Larsson  and  Thomas  Enqvist, 
a 6-4.  6-4,  6-1  winner  over 
Romania's  Adrian  Voinea, 
took  to  five  the  Swedish  rep- 
resentation in  the  last  32. 

Australian  hopes  are  now 
pinned  mainly  on  the  19-year- 
old  Mark  Philippoussis,  a not 
altogether  convincing  2-6, 
6-4,  6-4,  6-2  winner  over  Eyal 
Ran.  a talented  young  Israeli 
who  got  into  the  draw  only  as 
a lucky  loser  after  Marc  Ros- 
set  withdrew. 

At  times  Philippoussis's  im- 
petuosity led  him  into  the 
sort  of  trouble  he  had  been 
warned  to  avoid,  but  in  the 
end  his  superior  fire-power 
saw  him  through  to  what  will 
be  an  intriguing  third-round 
match  with  the  top  seed  Sam- 
pras. whom  be  stretched  to 
four  sets  at  the  US  Open. 

Sampras  dropped  the  first 
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Love  game . . . Becker  blows  a kiss  to  Swedish  fans  who  insulted  him 


STEVE  HOLLAND 


set  and  was  made  to  work 
hard  by  an  Inventive  and 
eager  opponent  in  Michael 
Joyce,  but  finally  saw  off  the 
2 6-year -old  s brave  challenge 
with  his  20th  ace. 

Patrick  Rafter  was  forced  to 
default  — when  two  sets  in 
arrears  — to  Colombia’s 
Maurlcio  Hadad  because  of 
an  damaged  wrist  "I  was  in  a 
lot  of  pain  every  time  I hit  the 
ball/'  he  said. 

The  12th  seed  Arnaud 


Boetsch  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  sustained  attacking 
game  of  MaliVai  Washington, 
to  whom  he  lost  6-4.  6-3,  3-6, 
6-1,  but  the  day’s  most  im- 
pressive winner  was  the 
young  Russian  Yevgeny  Ka- 
felnikov, who  routed  Spain's 
Alex  Corretja  6-1, 6-2. 6-3. 

Mary  Pierce  was  not  the 
only  leading  woman  to  bow 
out  Japan's  Kimiko  Date, 
seeded  five,  lost  6-2,  6-1,  6-4 
to  her  compatriot  Mana  Endo, 


Although  Date  saved  two 
match,  points  she  seemed 
taken  aback  when  she  was 
given  a time  violation  on  a 
third  and  she  hit  a backhand 
wide. 

The  15-year  old  Martina 
Hingis  may  be  a beneficiary 
of  yesterday’s  upsets.  The 
Swiss  girl  despatched  the 
Austrian  Barbara  Paul  us  6-1, 
6-4  to  confirm  a third-round 
match  with  Endo,  and  a semi- 
final place  now  beckons. 


Racing 


Alliance  stands 
up  to  scrutiny 


Graham  Rock  on  the  Cheltenham  chase 
which  is  considered  too  tough  for  novices 


THE  Sun  Alliance 
Chase,  the  champion- 
ship race  for  staying 
novices,  has  gained  a 
reputation  for  being  a grave- 
yard of  talent 

Too  much  too  soon,  say  the 
critics,  and  The  Grey  Monk, 
arguably  the  leading  young 
chaser  of  the  season.  Is  by  no 
means  certain  to  even  line  up 
at  the  Cheltenham  Festival  in 
IVl&rciXi 

Last  Saturday  Hill  Of  Tul- 
low.  Jibber  The  Kibber.  Avro 
Anson  and  Treble  Bob  won 
and  are  potential  candidates 
for  the  title,  but  only  Hill  Of 
Tull ow  is  considered  a defi- 
nite contender. 

AH  will  be  entered,  but 
trainers  have  reservations 
about  running  potentially 
top-class  chasers  over  the  19 
fences  and  three  miles,  one 
furlong  of  the  Old  Course  at 
Cheltenham. 

“Plenty  of  horses  have  a 
hard  race  and  don’t  seem  to 
train  on."  said  Avro  Anson's 
trainer,  Maurice  Camacho. 

The  perception  is  widely 
held,  but  the  Sun  Alliance  has 
proved  the  best  guide  to 
future  champions.  Many  of 
those  who  won  and  did  not 
reach  the  top  were  either  suc- 
cessful in  moderate  renewals, 
or  kept  their  feet  when  the 
best  horses  in  the  race  failed 
to  complete  the  course. 

A staying  championship  for 
novice  chasers  was  estab- 
lished at  Cheltenham  in  1964, 
supported  by  the  Tote,  and 


Sun  Alliance  took  over  the 
sponsorship  10  years  later. 
Two  of  the  first  three  win- 
ners, Buona  Notte  and  Differ- 
ent Class,  were  both  out  of  the 
top  drawer,  as  were  Herring 
Gull  and  Spanish  Steps  in  '68 
and  '69. 

The  brilliant  Killiney  won 
in  1973,  his  penultimate  race 
before  being  killed  in  action 
at  Ascot  In  1974  Ten  Up  car- 
ried the  Arkie  colours  to  vic- 
tory and  the  following  year 
became  the  first  winner  to  tri- 
umph subsequently  in  the 
Gold  Cup. 

Tied  Cottage  won  in  1976 
and  Master  Smudge  three 
years  later.  They  met  in  the 
Gold  Cup  of  1980;  Tied  Cottage 
easily  beat  Master  Smudge 
into  second,  but  the  race  was 
awarded  to  the  runner-up  on 
a technical  disqualification. 

Since  then  only  Garrison 
Savannah  has  succeeded  in 
both  races,  but  Mlinnehoma 
11992)  later  triumphed  in  the 
Grand  National 

Several  horses  who  failed 

in  the  championship  went  on 
to  greater  glory. 

Fort  Leney  0964)  and  Davy 
Lad  0976)  subsequently  won 
the  Gold  Cup.  Aldaniti  fin- 
ished seventh  to  Gay  Spartan 
in  1977,  Silver  Buck  was  third 
to  Master  Smudge,  Little  Owl 
fell  behind  Lacson  in  1980, 
Wayward  Lad  was  ninth  to 
Lesley  Ann  in  '81.  Burrough 
Hill  Lad  came  down  behind 
Brown  Chamberlin  In  '82  and 
Forgive  ’N’Forget  chased 


All  Clear  takes  Pipe  to  century 


MARTIN  PIPE  yesterday 
reached  his  tenth  con- 
secutive 100  winners  when 
All  Clear  won  at  Taunton, 
bat  David  Bridgwater  was 
handed  a four-day  whip 
ban  (Jan  27-29)  after  scor- 
ing on  the  gelding. 

“It’s  nice  to  reach  100  at 


my  local  track  and  I also 
knocked  up  my  first  50  win- 
ners here  In  1985,”  said  the 
Somerset  trainer.  Bridg- 
water was  unhappy  about 
the  ban,  saying:  “At  other 
meetings  recently  certain 
jockeys  haven  been  a lot 
more  severe  than  I was." 


home  A Kinsman  in  '84. 
Rhyme  ’N’  Reason  unseated 
behind  Antarctic  Bay  in  1985 
and  Royal  Athlete  fell  in  Gar- 
rison Savannah's  year,  while 
Barton  Bank  was  pulled  up 
behind  Young  Hustler  in  1993 
and  One  Man  hurt  his  back 
when  ninth  to  Monsieur  Le 
Cure  two  years  ago. 

Following  One  Man's  defeat 
Edward  Gillespie,  general 
manager  at  Cheltenham, 
researched  the  Sun  Alliance 
and  his  results  suggested  that 
the  race’s  reputation  was  un- 
warranted. 

He  believes  that  since  the 
requirements  to  run  in  the 
Cathcart  Chase  were 
amended  in  1988,  trainers 
have  a realistic  alternative. 
“The  conditions  now  favour 
first-season  novices  and  the 
race  has  become  much  more 
popular.'*  he  said. 

OF  course,  some  winners  of 
the  Sun  Alliance  fell  from 
grace;  Antarctic  Bay  (1985) 
never  ran  again.  Cross  Mas- 
ter (1986)  won  in  a weak  year 
and  became  an  indifferent 
jumper,  and  The  West  Awake 
11988)  ran  only  once  in  each  of 
the  three  following  seasons. 

His  trainer.  Oliver  Sher- 
wood. does  not  blame  the  Sun 
Alliance  for  his  horse's  prob- 
lems. “He  bad  a leg,  but  it  was 
nothing  to  do  with  Chelten- 
ham. You've  got  to  have  the 
right  horse  for  the  race, 
though;  three  miles  plus  on 
soft  ground  could  gut  them.'' 

Josh  Gifford,  who  sent  out 
Envopak  Token  to  win  in  1989 
and  Brief  Gale  last  year,  is  a 
Sun  Alliance  enthusiast  as  is 
Martin  Pipe,  who  won  with 
Rolling  Ball  in  1991  and  Miin- 
nehoma  the  following  season. 
“It's  a cracking  race,  like  the 
Triumph,  but  they  seem  to 
want  to  knock  them,"  said 
Pipe.  “Horses  mature  at  dif- 
ferent ages,  and  a trainer 
should  know  if  a horse  is 
capable  of  running  in  the  race 
and  standing  it 

"When  Miinnehoma  won 
he  beat  Bradbury  Star,  Run 
For  Rree  and  Rough  Quest. 
They’ve  all  done  pretty  well 
since." 
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Ostap  Good.  * Donates  Utafcsrs. 
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1.00  EXTRA  D&TUGWT  MOTOR  JOJBDLE  (pw  I)  are  taAAB 

1 75  KABSJfi(M)  (O)  Miss  H — 

* 111-F2P  BOBSHPUTOY  (10£}(D)U  Pipe  5-11 -4 

3 ARCTIC  THUNDER  Lady  Heme*  5-10-12  . 

A 45  ARTTATteKMlUraUltaCaun  5-10-12 

BLlWmggl  BOY  J GHtaftf  6-10-Tg 
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— J Otbwm 

_ ...  J>  BiMgreetar 
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DOOOEC  POOL  PBurgprna  5-10-12 -II 

FOIL  8101*  UreJ  Cedi  VHV12  — i«m 

00  HVLTEBS  CHANCE  (14)  P Hobbs  5-10-12 GTonssyfS) 

4P4-4  LORO WELLINGTON (ITS)  J OOnXmg 5-70-1? SFax(E) 

w HEW  ALBUM  (90)  H Mender**  6-10- 12 WA  HbgmM 

5 RNBI K0RTH  (13)  (*F)  L»d»  Hum**  0-10-12  — JIOiwww» 

RUWC  SYMBOL  MBUlUftttd  5-10-12 
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TW  F0W  TIPS!  Bnr  Itorfli  B,  KhM  7,  Rntarfi  T«f  S 

Stating:  10-11  flhttf  North.  0-2  Kflrshl.  B-T  Robert's  Toy.  Arctic  Thunder,  10-1  FbS  Slone.  20-1  Blundsnn 
Bey.  New  Afcwn,  33-1  SeoHah  BaniU  Art  Tatum  Unmneie 

FORM  GUIDE  - KARSHh  Led  until  2 out  regained  lend  las.  noon  heeded  end  not  qiacksn,  5th,  6tn  « to 
ttwertmiemo inomilm. _ 
flDBBfPS  ran  Led  5 out  k>  5 out.  wakened  gihckty  end  puHed  us  btaore  tasi  in  race  wn  by  Fewer  Sky 
iCbetUnhani 2m3U.  Gd-FmV 

MVSI  HOmifcSnan  Flal  performer:  on  JvdJe*  damn  headway  3 «#.  wakened  aps  law.  ail  o!9.  Wi  Bl 
D0d  Right  Win  (San0own2iifl,  GU-SJ).  
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1 sovranom  PARADE  (34)  (D)N  Henderson  1V2 
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D OEVHUUI  (13)  DOandoW  10-10 gjf8*? 

503  RBW  OP  BABYLON  (43)  Lady  Harris*  10-10 * . 

NAUTICAL  JEWB.MUsMnO-10 — 
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BMW  im  Sous  reigns  Parade.  0-4  Ocean  Hawk.  «-l  DomeptiaL  K>-1  Neowat.  U-l  LM  Spm.  10-1 
Zsbodl.  King OI  Babylon,  Qaalta Wp Sr uoa, £5-1  Oeymtar  1 ammm* 

nm  DUDE  - OCEAN  HAWKi  Chased  winner  epp  last  no  impression.  71  2nd  to  TBwtflr.  wd> 
BATUE8HP  BRUCE  (me  Tib),  pmrahert  to  Wftwy.  d«»«  «th  __ 

DOHAPPOi  LKl  iral.  dear  5 out.  iota  t«M  o^jttw  ^ an 
gOVERBosB  PARADEi  Hesdwy  4 cm,  M Inst  soon  data,  won  By  SB  ™n  Paddy  * neuirn  ttoycncx  Em. 

mo  OP  BABYLON:  Owed  taedere  bom  4 flat  m imprwwon.  251 3rd  In  PrepMts  Honov  tFakeeiiBni  2m. 
ZMiADt  Stoned  ilowty.  never  reacted  teaaen  when  5m,  Mn  23i  bw  Laottw  lExeter  ana.  8m 
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uuai.  kepi  00  me  pace  trea  S nm.  4*.  bin  tad  *>  Bucket  t)  OtaB  fTrwceewr  2m5>. 

ire  DKLiOHT;  Led  3rd  Id  lasL  herd  rtdden  hi  reoain  Rod  Bat  haded  near  Sn*b.  ^ 2m  d l<to 

jiiyrimMwiv^a^Jswi^urall  wakened  3 ou.  Blhel  13  tnwtera.  Kn  about  *SI  Si  Siiimfy 
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1.00  t*ni  a*N  1.  TWNJ.  a curie  (11—4);  z. 

vonftn  (P-13  fau):  3.  Ctaanerey 
(8-1).  B ran.  1.  9.  (P  Mltcfttall  Tout:  £4Ja 
Ci.iaCi.i0.C15a  Dual F:£&38. Trio; E3.00. 
CSF.  CAM.  . 

1JO  (UN  4f)i  “It  CARDOLLS  MARC*  J 
weaver  (12-11;  2,  Htek  (11-4  to*  •» 
Harry  (14—11, 16  r«n.  1, 2X.  (C  MonartTcrte: 
El3.70i  C3S0,  CI-lO.  £11.06.  Dual  Ft  Q1.5a 
TVk>  £11440.  CSF;  C4844.  T/lcaat  M6SJO. 
JLOO  (Imh  1,  NLASKUU,  A Ctar*.  (B-2 ):S, 
Mr  HiNmhd  J8-It  3.  Itaod  of  Straw 
(20-11. 6-2  law  Perilous  Plight  I2rjkn.5hnd. 
1*.  O'Sullivan)  Tote:  £8.60:  teSD.  Cl-gO- 
Ci  0.40.  Dual  F:  C 14-20.  Trw  £32  W CSF; 
£37.32.  - 


up  rim  xf>  i,  vouii  host  wbl- 
COBOE.  G carter  (8-21;  *,  Errant  (Evana 
lavv  3-Ownwdnr  16-11. 6 ran.  Sh  hi.  a.  (D 
ttrench  Davis)  Tote.  £6.30:  £1.10.  tl.ift 
CISO- Dual  P- C3.70.  CSF:  £9-24. 

i nrt(«ir>;i.RAiaooHLCRLHierrl4-l):a, 

Part  Knox  (8-1 1 3,  Mm  ^ngtre.  BUte> 
(11-1).  lS-0  tor  Paseboy.  I3rwj.  Ffc  M.  (C 
James)  Tote:  C10-9O;  £2.26.  £2.40.  £6.10. 
oSTf-  ££920.  Trio:  £121-40.  CSF:  £12028. 
TrlcaBt*  £1,189.1 1.  NFt  TIucK  As  Thtevjta; 
nan  (Soil:  1,  SM  NOBHAN  HOLT,  D 

Blffifi  120-11:  a,  Wld  aunretwwry  (ll-« 

to);  3,  Manor  OoU  Lady  (10-1).  14  ranJL 
31  (Ft  O'Sullivan)  Tote.  £31.30  teal  C1|D. 
£9.00.  DuaJ  P £20.00.  Trio-  C143.S0.  CSF: 
£aa»fl.TrteaatC31L06.  . 

400  (TO:  i.SOAKneo.  4 Weaver  (4-1):  *. 
Invocation  (tt-1);  s,  BobjIKnn  (7-2).  S-2 
lav  Milo*.  11  ran.  3. 1 (P 
£6.70!  C220  £260  £24fl  Dual  P C®-60. 
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212-521  OHEATEA5BBV  (44)  (D)W  SOW  6-11-10 RHAtah{7) 

332-411  TAKE  THE  BUCKSKIN  (16)(D)T  Thomson  Jones  9-1 1-10 QEeCwrt 
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Special  AcsrwnL  9-1  Royal  Piper.  10-1  Cool  Cbm  12  ■■■■■■ 
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TAKE  THE  OUCKSKUb  LedaHur  4 tart,  soon  Owr,  wn  unchaAenped  by  71  front  BKIyoa  Boy<NaUngtatu 
teBLCktehi 

9HTH  TOO:  Led  2nd.  made  rest,  won  emntoftQOly  by  38  born  AhenudDn  (Haydodi  2rn7JH  GdPbi}. 
GAUM  OLASc  improved  efloti  last  une  when  headway  4 an.  mayed  on  m lead  DaL  we  by  2>  Iron 
Goidenswa  iLuSIpw  2m9H.  fld). 

ROYAL  PIPEta  Led  run-re.  caupM  dow  home.  M 2nd  U Ton  Leodnr,  Mh  SPEOAL  ACCOUNT  (ree  llh) 
«m<y  ctanoe  2 ouL  ona  pem.  9 3rd  (T«ute»  3o>8,  OK) 

SABAKI  mvBh  Newt  unM  wteo  a dtesit  hut  ol  15  nitahere  x>  Lucky  Btue  (Exerer  2Xm.  son). 
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6-LCU-S  CLEVEH  SHSPHSRD  (84)  > . P 11-11-4  ... GTanMy  (S) 

834233  REPEAT  THE  DOSE  (»)T  Cosy  lH  Wi 

222-225  TOUREEM  PmCE(12)(D)  Mot  H Knight  13-J1-0 

132-223  THE  BMP  (M)  D Qrissell  9— 1D-0 


JbJMdy(T) 


3.30  KAHVDFTH  HANDICAP  CHASE  Ml  £4^11 

1 PlSB-lUYOEKaHi®  GALJE  (24)  (CO)4  QfflonnO-lMO 

2 

3 

4 

6 

TOP  FOHI  TIPta  Repeal  U*  Dona  B,  Oavnr  Sheitaerd  7 

Btattao;  7- 4 Yortttn re  Oslo.  5-2  Oerter  SwpteTd.  4-1  Repeal  The  Does.  8-1  Toureen  Princa.  10-1  The 

TRip  Bnannan 

FOMi  GUtDB  - VOnUHjSOALE:  BiundetM  and  uawaied  nder  2nd  In  Benerwre  Cup  aa  une  wn  by 
UngdoeQ  Uissde  itectt3nCB.  Gd). 

CUtVKR  9W31  HERO:  Headway  nnoer  prenure  (rare  3 onuaii  on  Wd.  Hn  B by  Sam's  Band  IWincankn 
JrelB.  Gdl 

ISPEATTHE  D0S&  Premneni  sarty.  ouiMcad  nwl  rained  nw  2 ouUaayM  on.  3rd  ol  B Bnsteri.  bln  is 
10  Unde  EJi  lAiej!  UrtX.  Gd-Sh). 

TOUnsR  pwhC£  LcH  re  lead  4 ere,  headed  end  watamed  boo  2 ore,  34)  sui  o(7  Rnbtwre  u Smnt'a 
Band  (Haydoc*  3m.  E«V 

THI  WHIP:  id  loach  unu  aeaksned  3 out  3rd,  Hn  721  bhd  Go  Ibuvercal  [Windsor' 2rn5L  Bd-Fni). 


4.00  OCTBA  DAYUOHT  NOHICE  KUNDLK0HV2)taa  C2A1B 


1-111  CASIU>BWBBP(43)(0)  DMctletalil  5-11-8  — 
1-  HARLBOtilH  WALK  (347)  R O SOHran  6-UM3  . 
(W-  AMAZE  (427)  Lady  Kerne*  7-10-12  — - 


flB-U  DECIDE  YOURSELF  (TO)  TTterason  Jones  8-10-12  — 
FME  IDEA  T Casey  7-10-12 


FWXWABCH  H Ptasipe  8-10-12 

55  JUST  Tt  ACB  (*4)  J G»ord  S-TO-12 

TWO  NAIT«:WrWIBI0U1EP0)(BF)ATunie*S-70-i:  _P Crefaerry 

DP3  SMHUUWA  STAR(IO)  R Hants 6-10-12 BPreseB 

onronan  sixties  05)  GLUodre  s-ra-u APiisCey 

BSD-  TUKAHO  (30B)  J Jenklea  5-10-12  

1HJ  TEND00N(3B)M  Heamn-EMe  6-10*12 
OOT7-P5  JUNGLE  HmWAV  (8)  P Hall  7-10-7 
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lOPPORMTlPBiCecOeSw sfl,4ntaT(Aoe7|Tlta— B 

VII  Canto  Sweep.  VI  JnN  H Acs.  1 VI  Swregmo  State*.  1V>  Amaze,  14-1  Tnhapo,  UaRra  Da 
” 1 Decide  YoureeU  Ilnur* 

n Keep  ItZfcped 


out  in  win  by  33  Me 
umi  Bniflii.  3rd,  Mr  B B Reeky 
4 out  fabwiered  nwt.  idi  et  3 


Sovereigns  should  triumph 


TRIUMPH  Hurdle  clues 
should  be  forthcoming 
when  Ocean  Hawk.  Domappel 
and  Sovereigns  Parade  clash 
in  the  Walton  Juvenile  Hur- 
dle at  Kempton  today,  writes 
Ron  Cox. 

On  a stiffer  track  and  over  a 
longer  trip.  Ocean  Hawk 
would  be  the  choice.  But  con- 
ditions look  right  for  Sover- 
eigns Parade  (1.30),  who  had 
too  much  speed  for  Paddy’s 
Return  at  Haydock. 

Nicky  Henderson's  gelding 


docked  a Easter  time  than  Do- 
mappel,  who  was  all  out  to 
beat  Dally  Boy  on  the  same 
Haydock  card. 

Cailin  Glas  (3.00),  who 
stayed  on  strongly  to  beat  the 
subsequent  winner  Goldens- 
wift  at  Ludlow,  looks  the  pick 
of  the  weights  in  the  Royal 
Mail  Handicap  Hurdle. 

At  Catterick,  Beggars  Ban- 
quet (1.50)  stands  out  in.  the 
EBF  Novice  Hurdle  after  his 
promising  Newcastle  second 
toTumpole. 


Catterick 


1.20  In  Good  Faith  (tab) 

1 .SO  BEQQAKS  BANQUET (rap) 
2JOHO—I 


LSOi 
UOCreaCamm 

UODuMtaNageN 


Ostap  Owd  (wod  1a  fbm  k ptaore).  4 DwM  bfalrera. 

1.20  NORTHERN  ELGCTWCCHAB7TY  SERIES  JUVBHLEHURDU!4TOtaCaOW 

1 T224  ROTAL  KXPRESSIOH  (SB)  (D)  Ure  M Revetoy  11-6 

2 IP  MEEMWAir  LADY  (Ell  (PIUMs  A EnHncnalVQ  . 

00  ABSOLUTE  POLLY  (B)  lire  S SmiOi  1 V12 

00  BOLD  TOP  (5S}BRb»wll1V12 

COOL  TACTICIAN  C Parter  1 Vi2 D Prekre  (3) 

ENCHANTED  COTTAGE  M HunmotelVU Apubbta 

5 BBKHINK  THE  REBEL  (SI)  U htamnwaa  10-12 BOrertty 

FASEAM 14  Hammond  10-12 Rtm(7) 

022  lH  GOOD  FAITH  (13)  J Outnn  TO-12 - - JU  Dwyre 

(ED  lBEDOHSPAIIK(6)MWEasW>by1VT2 JM%Wt 

000  MAJOR  SNUGFir  (34)  U E EtattuOy  1 V12 ASreflli* 

TAKE  A THDHT  N Chsirtwitair  10-12  B Storey 

Cm  THROE  WILD  DAV*  (13)  TTalfllVT? NrSSvire* 

TOP  FELLA  Ptenrta  1VT2 AtaSk 

WHAT’S  SECDETO  H Alenmdsr  10-12  .... J-Vyur 

CRAHBEUA  A Smn  10-7 JIBmwsu 

LATCH  KEY  LAOY  R Wbodteute  HL7 .... DKwwavb(E) 

TOP  PORN  ■nPta  hi  Owd  F*th  8,  BnH  Tbs  Rebel  7,  Kofal  Expranioa  8 • 

Btattap  5-*  In  Goad  Fern.  Vi  Ravel  Breresnon.  Fuiolii*  Tt*  RebeL  1V1  Three  WHO  (toys,  ivi 
□reeimay  Lady,  tenn,  20-1  MRor  Snutfl.  17 
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1 .50  mFRowcCHusnuEta*  « euro 

1 2414-81  BRAMCHER  (34)  (CO)  J Norton  VIVID  ... 

B 22-112  BBGGABS  BANQUET  (92)  PBeaumare  VIVO 

0 BRIDIE  PATH  mMHEsstofby  5-1 1-0 JLWyre 

03  CASTLE  RB)(M>JWue  VIVO _D  Byra(7) 

30  COHMHAIK  (38)  M Wane  VIVO J Qhetae 

0V4Q3  UOHYHAII  (14)  U Hamnand  6-11-0 PMmb 

05V  RANCYS CHOICE (239) JCtelflan VIVO  BHanta>eO) 

D-0  OUVDT8 MATE (14) P DennU 6-1 V-0 — __ROmtrei{7) 

060-380  MSS LANPUaHT (13) F Uurtsgfi 6-10-fl ADafeUa 

t POLLY  STAR  (O)LLimgaV1D-0 TBred 

01S4  RACHAH.IS  UYS  (48)  J Eyre  V1D-9  OMree 

06-00  STORWflIA  AMAZON  (88)  T Tss>  V1D-9 HQrerttty 

H UPSi  hn»  taqta  *.  Kremai  7,  RretawTe  Own  8 

4-0  Beggsra  BftnQueL  9-2  MOKftnun.  VI  Breoctwr.  VI  Rechaei's  Dew.  20-1  Uitfi  LumpOglc. 
25-1  CandfiiBiwTSanny  Amazon,  PWi  Sai  12  Momma 

2.20  mAYraf  Novice  CHASE  See  If  HOfds  £3,793 

f IP-3211  IIALAW  (fa) W Bomoll  V12-3  AtasBh* 

4-4J412  RUSSIAN  CASTILE  (34)  JWSte  7-11-11 

PPi-2  FARH0F3  HAW  (30)  B EthSM  V1 1-5 

30B-32O  HSDOOHHAUaH(7)PCtaasbrouBbV11-5 

41-6045  HAITfil OF TH0Y(M)C ParttK  VI 1-5 DPSlfcer(3) 

O'/UJV  H03E«(WPIUUI(310JDTodd»-1V6 K 

IP-61166  TTMPiSWiimi  (14)  PBesumjmt-ii-s B 

2L  FIQ»m4QTT«}UT{#0  Uiaa  A EmblrtroB  9-1  VO JRym 

TOP  FQ«  TtWfc  Ntasri  8,  njritat  Trart  7,  Rowtoi  Csstta  8 

BtatteF  Event  MahM.  Vi  Farmert  Hand.  7-1  Rgtumg  Trout  Russian  Cube.  VI  Temple  Germ.  12-1 
Heddon  Haugh,  Muter  Of  Trey.  33-1  RaM'eOiptan  Biwwrs 

2.50  MRSOALECONDTIIONAJ,  JOCKEYS'  SGUEU  HAHBICAP  HUROLE  2re  3f  C2JTT0 

1 822313  BWACXafTHWAinKmuovd-dames'V1 1-11 ECaHssfaw 

2 430V-OS  REVXDEYALS8(sn Deny* SmUlVIt-O R Brew (4) 


LHStataaO) 


4 

TKVmmM|#4)Mii9  Auttl)7-1V5  

B Breuss  (4) 

■ 

7 

DMD60B  KAUOHTON  LAD(iB)J  Partm7-S-13 

3 nm-  GUN  NODHERN  (288)  W Kemp  10-10-11 

_fl  McCarthy  (4) 
FPmtt 

B 

10-4223  OOiDMlE C5®> (flfl WTlmlH fr-10-10 

JBPrerfeer 

it 

0B-P2W  LAW0N(7)  j PBtateVTO-2  .. 

LAcpta 

PBF*|(4) 

14 

05900®-  DOLLY  PWC2S  (443)  WSntah  11-1  VO 

! PortSI  (7) 

TOP  ram  TIPta  Alnwazre  8,  IBaUwd  Pvfc  7,  Gtatatani  8 

Btattare M Hlgtiiiftfl Put. S-l BoctortfreelB. 6-1  fioWmlra.  Afoaonar, 7-1  Treweemm.  HMftereDe 
IMu.Theaee  Rend.  IViHaughiotiLsa.  Toil  Bosai.  14rreaun 

3.20  STOaSUBY  HANDICAP  CHASE  2ta  3(C4EaO 

1 12V122  POUTKAL  Town  (41)  (flRNtaon  V12-0 


12312-3  HHYIN(89}(G0)UWESUerby  VIV9 
17F5B5-4  JUST  FHAMUE  (34)(C)  Ure  U RbWey  1V1V4 


.SDupr 

-R  BreiBly  ♦ 

-PMraa 

JkDohbta* 

-TIM 

-LWyre 

-TDunmtall) 


322U3B  PBBCWCS NUN H)9 RWumta  1V11-2  . _ 

43-3UBU  CH0SSCAJM0H(7){3F)  J Hsliens  1V1V)  _ 

3P-3J3U  WAirYOU7Ha>(n(C)HAtannderivi04 
(34-538  RATHBI  SHARP  (38)  (C)  C Posnam  W-10-0 
TOP  nm  TBWi  Cmss  Cssm  8,  Jest  tatade  7 

_ S-a  OoreCnwHin.  vv-4  Poaial  Toww.  rv-a  JattFraraie.  vi  toawi.  PrecWce  Fkun.  ivi  FWhor 
Sharp,  ivi  HtaH  You  There  7nrai 

3.50  C0WTON  HANDICAP  MIROUOm  If  flOpta  £2322 

1 21712^6  UEH  OS  FANILLKlSSXOJOuUwi  VI VH) 

SISMMt  DBEBTTNWT(ai]UlSSLSiialiy7-1Vfl  

T2U111  MASTER  OF  THE  ROCK  (32)  (CO)  JMKU0  7-11-7  

1P3-8FP  TROODOS  (84)  (CD)  Mm  S Austin  1V1V2 

COO-SEB  8BHBJOOLS  (48)  Urs  P Sta  11-1V-1 

08)401  IBS  CHAIIORE  (30)  P BeauiKiia  VlO-3 

PBV1P1  ODUm  MMET  (84)  £ Unoh  VttH) 

P-03P5P  STRONG  MEASURE  (M)  PCUoeteroush  VIVO 

«■  TIPta  Un  Ds  Mb  B,  Hretre  Of  Tks  Rook  7,  Sta|taM  « 

7-4  MesUH  (X  The  Rook,  7-2  Sttgleioia.  VT  Ooidea  NuggeL  VI  Lire  Di  FsmWe,  VI  Me* 
Chargae.  14-i  Tnjotkn.  33-J  Deeen  Lkst.  Etreng  Uessare  8 


H Dwyer 

URetalef* 

£ Ita.fwd  CD  * 


(7) 


LWyre 


Southwell  (A.W.) 


1.40F8rty  Qwtio 
LIOHnninm 
2^0  Fhw  Halts 


XIOAntetap 
a^OWsetant 
4.10  So  Amazing 


1^0  OYSTER  IIHIIAN  AUCTION  MAIDEN  STAKES  7f  C2JS7B 

1 00*0000- HENRY  WESTOH  (38)  P HowlRIp  4-9-0  — JQreralO 

2 Of-  UKHBUE(44Q) JEiHUCSVVi RCadnH4 

1 OOOMU  NAH OF ■AY(0)NLIBmoden  4-9-0 .TGMrluiWtal 

4 DO-  NAYBATK  (283)  B McMahon  4-9-0  .... C CartarB 

E (J0444-0  NORTHBUI  GREY  (B)J  Berry  4-9-0 .P  Robrem  (7) « 

8 <330(0-  OUR  ROBERT  (102)  J FitzGerald  4-fl-O  ..  — Ji  Wfehrenfi 

7 V FNWHKA  FAIR  (81)  T Wilson  5-VO _ Bun  McKrenm 

3 

8 SSrW-  SQUARE  DEAL  (243)  S Boining  5-9-0  — CTM*>.(S)fi 

• 0-  TflNE  OBI  (484)  W D'Goriten  4-VO  BmmO'GeflaMi 

2 

10  S32D-  PURTY  QEHTflE  (89)  H BOSS  4-8-9  JWtrem7 

11  DOSS6-0  SOMATURAL(1B)E Atoton4-e-9  _^FtaNae11 

TOP  RMBB  TIPta  FErQr  GreRe  8,  Sqwra  Dsta  7,  Oer  Roterl  8 

Battfap  V4  Fhny  Grena.  T-2  Squire  Dea.  VI  So  Haiural.  Vi  Ow  Ruben,  ftorttern  Bey.  12-1  tJaytunL. 
1V1  Tame  Deer.  20-1  Man  « May  11  rreuwre 


2. 1 0 HAUBUT  APPREHTICC  CLAHHNa  STAKES  1S1  E2J>72 

1 30200-2  HAWWAN  (14)  (CO)  (BF)E  Alston  7W13 __CT«e*re4 

2 80000-6  CMADLDQH  LSHE  (7)  (C)  R HofinMasd  4-V10 F Lyacii  (8)  6* 

8 0040-30  HO StmRSSHW(B) (CO) (BUD Chapman  1D-VI0 PFeareyB* 

4 44830-8  MISE ZMtZBUR(B) (IQ R Fahey 4-VJ  LHaWonl 

5 OOVO  AHSOBO (14) JParta* 4-6-4  JIIMtaS 

S oeneov  HAHBA  BAY  (114)  J King  VV4 DSwawayf9) 

3* 

T 23400-0  WJWMRVHAA (14) (CO) PHfltlem 4-7-1?  JU?* 

TOP  FOHN  TIPS:  Hre  Znabre  8,  Hrenm  T 

Btattatf  2-1  Use  Zanztor.  V*  Hamam,  9-2  No  Sut>mknon.  V 1 Chaaiereh  Law.  Vi  Sommer  Vita.  20-1 
Uanfls  Bay.  33-1  Aradba  7i 


2.40  SHARK  HAHMCAPaYOBt  £3,132 

I 001DV2  FIRST  MATTE  (14)  S Bbwnag  V7  C Teague  (9)  BN 

4162D-1  WESTHAIK  WOQH  (14)  (CD]  R HonmsbSBd  V - N Wtghrea  8 

1V0  KO»OFUa<T(17)(ORaueel  VS -JTMC10 

06200-5  STIUYN)GITT(11)J  WhannrVJ J Quire,  1 

GVO  BIT  OF  BCTHS  ti*)T  Barren  VY1 J Prelaws 

0430-  CHtLUM(f74)  J Le*gA  W — - DmalfcKeotf* 

7 

080-415  CASTLE QOYERNOR (S) (7ta u) (0) (BF) P Hteiam  VO  — .JEBtard(S)1 

ICUOOO-  DOWN  THE  YARD  (SS)  (0)  M Cnapmin  T-10  - — Manta  Dwyer  (7) 

4 

9206-5  HADANZANDO (14) JBaldmg 7-10 CUrsBeMtag 

If 

DOOQO-3  SEEK) HQ  DESTINY  (14)  W Cneiman  7-15  . _ .... PFs*sa)r(E)5 

00000-0  QRSSHAN FLYER (1 4) B Rttirroad 7-10 Jilted ray 2 

TOP  Font  TIPta  Kkwl « lh*t  8,  FM  Ifalta  7.  WMtaMn'4  Wdd>  8 

Btattap  9-1  Find  MbHO.  7-2  WBotman'i  Weigh.  VI  Caste  Governor.  VI  Kind  0)  Light.  7-1  Madam  ZandO. 
VI BS  CH  Bolter.  KM  SUUy  NigtaL  14-1  Uadam  Zando  11, 


3.1 0 OCTOPUS  HANDICAP  1m  « £3,118 


0OOOM-  NUSHJM (83) fD) 0 NK*ofe  WTO jUreOnsned 

22KDV  CROSS TAUC (B7) R HoBmetead 4-V8 .TtneS 

eosevfl  PHBOIER DANCE (18) (0)0 Heyte  Jonea VV8 AMatareyT 

MTO2V  HUULBAHK(128)WHaigH6-V2  OetaOBMoaB 

SQ022-0  MAMRft.  (11)  J HMheflcn  4-9-0 R fchrrere  8 

B200V5  AIKStOP(17)|S)R  Akehlifd  »-V11 T Mtn  (7)  3 

00033-1  MOOC5T HOPE (7) (3* re) (CD) B Rltfirnufto 9-8-9  ..  JWe*nr4 

804004- neon  U3VER(B8)(C)U  Chapman  V7-10  _P  Foreey  (S)  1 

TOP  FOM  TIPS:  IBM  Hope  B,  Hdtewh  7,  Adstsp  8 

ntatlliw  5-a  ModWI  Hope.  7-2  AhiOap.  Vl  ttolftank.  VI  Cross  Tan.  r_i  PrenUar  Dance  VI  Uanhd.  12-1 
Miseum.2V1  Record  Lover  Biuren 


3.40  LOBSTER  SEU4RO  STAKES  Ire  ST  £2,807 


0601-33  SARAS! (•) II Camadrevv*  . ..  ..LCSreiiodiB 

*104001-  BALLYBA8  (SCO)  R Fsbey  5-V2 ...Atdtarel 

S34V05  EASTUmt (*) fC) ft HoDtashaBd 7-V2  Threes 

403-414  WARHURST (l)(C)D MOMb 5-9-2 AtaeDneawcS 

08050-4  SHARP OAZBLLH1 14)  B SmenWH R Ceotarw  4 

34245-0  HAHJ  LOVE  (17)  J Eyre  4-V8  JtLapptaB 

00000-0  HDGB»N000(n(OBuaw«<|U 4-W TWraS 

Or-  PIRNfON PIE (S80) 4 Harrtsofi *-8-8  GCrelerT 

D1«WV  SOtBTHMG SPEEDY (223) P Breen 4-Vfi MCaritatal 

TOP  PORN  TPSi  Starp  Qwda  B,  Nsitant  7,  Bread  8 

2-1  Susa.  7-2  WarhinL  1V2  EaMeign.  Hart  Lore.  VI  Share  GareBe.  10-1  Ballyrag.  14-1 

Strenhtag SpaMy.  1V1  Mt»ed Uotx). 2V1  Pungtan Pie  St  ‘ " 


4. 1 0 IADBIIOICE  ALL-WEATHER  CHALLENGE  SERBS  HANDICAP  Tf  £3,180 


231V  CAM— QIC UUJY (48) (Q)  J Eyre  4-10-0  RLaspta4 

S443V1  SOAtaA2nG(.11)(tabM)(|GD)UcuSHall4-V7  JWranrB 

140223-  ZAUf  MMCSI  (187)  QH  D tatftlHs  4-4-5 - — Ala*  Grew**  1 

0504-41  FBtSTOOUl  (7) (StaM) (CD)  JWuiHan 7-9-5 SDWNlii  n »* 

55300-4  OOWt  GOT  CAUGHT (11)  J L Harm  4-9-4 - _J  F £gn  J* 

8680-54  AQUADO  (4)  (CD)  S Bcmring  7-8-0  _ — CTwffll* 

00002-8  QUrWUHARIlR  (18)  (CD)  D Haydn  Jones  8-8-8 

0020-46  UUHAMA (4) R Hplhn&bead  5-0-7  FLywta(T)24r 

00005-4  SEA  GOD  (4)  U Chapman  5-V2 C Mreiitay  f7)  S 


1 

2 

3 

4 
0 
8 

7 

8 
8 

TOP  FOM  TIPS,  Sa  Amdag  8,  Csdwrea  Lady  7,  In  Ood  8 

_ 9-4  So  Amazing.  7-2  Cashmere  Lady.  VI  Oral  OokL  7-1  Donh  G«  CaireW  India  hr*.  Vi  Otanal 
Itartn.  15-1  Aouado.  5oa  Qod.  1V1 2em  Dancer.  S "rarer 


Blinkered  fbr  the  first  time  — CATTERICK:  1.20  Bold  Top, 
Leedons  Park,  Major  Ssugfit  SOUTHWELL:  2.10  Manila  Bay. 
Summer  Villa,  4.10  Don’t  Get  Caught. 


Tr«>:  £77 .00.  CSF:  OS1 .29.  Tricaut  E17IMD. 
QllAX>POTlC47  20.  PtACB»OTl£  V427Q. 

LUDLOW 

12^*0  (2m  Hdh>)3 1,  MASTBI  TRIBE.  W 
Uanun  13-1  ce-te.):  a.  then  Nde  (3-1 
CO-iavl:  3,  Tin  Botsuter  (15-2).  3-1  BUS* 
BiazncflOaA.  iStbji  IS.  ii. (Mrs  JPtURan) 
Tote1  £■>.  10;  £2.40.  £ 1.90.  (200.  Duel  F- £5.90. 
TrlO'  £1570.  CSF  £1228. 

1.10  (2ni  Hdta):  1,  DANJtNQ,  J OsDorn# 
[»-13  lav).  2,  Tnnte  Hret>JVH;  2,Tqrfren 
lSV-1).  17  ran.  5 14  (6  Bhpraood)  Tata 
Cl  EA  £1.10.  Ci.iO.  £17  60  Dual  F-  M.7D 
Trio.  Cl  1700.  CSF-  rS-21  Wt  O'*™ 
Crusader. 

1.40  (2«B  Hdl*)<  1,  PRIDEWOOD 
PICKER,  h MsguH»  l5-i  law  2,  fsahrB 
Bid  jiO-11  3,  Nsta  Po poem  HV1);  4, 

Uwptay  16-11  19  ran.  W.  5 (R 


Price]  Tole-  £4.10;  Cl. BO.  £550.  £570.  £2.20. 
Duel  F:  £48.70.  Trio:  £817.70.  CSF-  £5502. 
Trlcssc  (73055  NR.  BMUfan. 

2.10  (ten  CUV  1.  TURNING  TTUX,  Alta 
oulra  (8-1 1 lav):  a,  Virens  (14-1);  3,  Data 
Ttal  TVs  WHs  »-l).  8 ran.  5 15  (D  NtehoL 
sta) Tow:  £1.80:  £1 50.  C2B0.  Cl. 30.  Dual  F: 
£1505  Trio:  £1520.  C8F;  E11.65  Trleast 
t35H.NftiPgtalw  Bcy-  . 

2^40  (ta  ChF  1.  MSB) HALL  PRINCE, 
Gary  Lyons  (9-4  lav);  2,  tarty  Drinhar 
(5-2):  3,  Colon  si  CoC  (7-1).  9 ran.  2. 1.  (A 
Sir eean  T«*:  E2J0:  0.10.  £250,  £235 
Dual  F:  S535  CSF- C7.73.  Trltaat  Ca500- 

3.10  (ten  at  110yds  Hdtajc  1,  HOOD- 
WINKER,  A DoUWn  (VI);  2,  Coppar  Cadi 
(20-1):  a.  Old  Moray  (33-1)1  4,-Ntare  Ws 
Know  (7-1).  V-4  lev  Apache®  Flow.  18 
ran  »,  M rw  junto)  Tow  ESto.  Cl  30. 
£SJSa  CWjn.  £2.20.  Dual  F £1 1590  Trio: 
£220  9Q  CSF'  C1S1  33  Trtcast  C4.510.53. 


L40(ta4(CNi1,tHI<DN  UOHT.A 
Magulra  (7-2  JnWav);  2,  Plmhsrtsy  Ptaes 
(7-21nl4avK  3,  Vreyrel  (9-2).  18  ran.  1*.  4. 
ID  NtohcJaon)  Tote:  £4.20;  El  SO.  £2.00. 
EL30.  Dual  F:  £10.35  Trio.  £8530.  CSF: 
£16.05 

4.10  (tmy  1,  SOUNDS  UKf  FUN,  Q F 

Ryan  <6-lK  2,  Ktarehrom  VI):  3.  Potter^ 

OsW  (4-7  lav)  17  ran.  & T.  tMtes  H KnigTiiy 
Tote:  E65ft  £1.00,  £1.40,  £1.15  Dual  F- 
£23.15  Trio:  Cl  50.  CSF:  £40.05  MR;  Mayhn 
Magic 

QUADPOTsCSIO.  PLACEPOTi  C2L80. 

TAUNTON 

1.20  (tel  8f  110yds  HdteJ:  1,  IOQHT- 
OWNCAVAUSR,  J Harm  (9-2);  2,Hrt  A 
Kfe(S(14-l|:«,Yfafcwty>sUKt(V-1(avl.  12 
i an  Sh  hd.  12.  (R  Hodges)  Tat®.  CE  95  E500. 
£3.00.  tl.BO  Dual  F-  C30  60.  Trib'  £47.30. 


CSF  C55EC.  Tricast:  £18185  Nit  Solt 

Market. 

1- 50  (am  If  MBs):  t,  SCOTTISH  WED- 
DtNO,  Guy  Lawto  (33-1):  2.  Corat  Mm, 
(11-21: 3,  VsHaMToofcl(4-7|av).  IE  ran.  12. 

SX.  (WClBV)  Tote-  £44  JO:  £4  JO.  Cl  J».  £155 
Dual  F:  E98JXL  £13155  CW:  £311.75 
«#  t*n  SM 1 0ydaCIOil,  KlLLKSHtM. 
S Curran  tlS-IK  a,  inotwapt  ds  Vstanant 
(12-11:3,  BracfesoftaM  (14-1).  V 1 lav  Sun- 
lay  Bay.  1 1 ran.  3.  dtaL  (H  Manrwffi)  Toie: 
£12.5ft  £2.00.  £4.80,'  £7.45  Dual  F:  £38  75 
Trio:  C221.00.  CSF:  £121.86.  TncaarL 
£1.741.71. 

2- BO  (2m  31  lioyds  Hdte)i  1.  CH*- 
PMC9I,D  BridBwrar  (7-4);  2,  Tom  Ffeieh 
(50-1);  3.  Hanging  Onres  (90-1).  13-8  lav 
MHter  Morose.  IS  ran.  2S.  4.  (M  Pipe)  Tow: 
£3.00;  £1.10.  0.60.  SS.50.  Dus)  F*.  £»50. 
Trio.  £168 X.  CSF'  £64  86.  WL-  Another 
MubMK*  SoWier-e. 


3JIO  (Sm  3f  Cfa):  1,  CURRYL04KUL  M 
Dwyer  (11-2):  2.  Coolrra  (7-2  lav);  3, 
tetatewdoa  (7-1).  M ran.  1. 0.  (0  Gan- 
dotaa)  Tow  £590:  £2.iO.C2^0.  C2.10.  DualF- 
El 7 JO  Trio:  £28  80.  CSF;  £34.75  TrkcasP 
£18548 

3-50  (2m  If  HdteK  1,  ALL  CLEAR,  D 
Bridgwater  (7-1):  R,  Laics  Kariba  (Evens 
ta*>;  a,  ADow  (1 VI). « ran.  28. 6.  [M  Pipe) 
TotaEMW  £2.30.  £1.60,  £3.40.  DualF:  £585 
Trio:  E855D.  CSF:  £1445.  Trleast:  £11131. 
NFL- Kino's  Gold. 

420  (te>  If  HAS):  1,  DRRSS  DA  NCR. 
Sophie  Mitchell  125-1  >:  £,Coldtogo  114-1); 
3,  Yselrety  Cues!  (10-1).  4-1  Fav  Sports 
View.  13  ran.  7. «.  (N  MrtchefllTote:  £35.00; 
£3.70.  £4410.  £3.20.  Dual  F:  C18Z55  Tr». 
£39225  CSF-  E249.B3.  TMBBt  £3.165.15. 
MR-  MustahlLOUADPOTi  £82.75  PIJVCN- 
POTi  £411.00.  JACKPOTc  Not  won. 
£9.174,09  earned  over  to  Kempton 


FULL  RESULTS  5ERVJCE 


Ihttr  nFrnRc  Tf- 

IL  I / 4 1 result: 

II  I *r-T?  COMMTrirAtoY  M 

n fofr  ■ 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 


Th*GuardianFri^yJ!2^ 


Soccer 


Platt  hit  by 
new  injury 


Don  Beet 


AS  IF  being  knocked 
out  of  the  FA  Cup  at 
Sheffield  United  was 
not  enough,  Arsenal's 
manager  Bruce  Rioch  suf- 
fered another  severe  setback 
yesterday  when  David  Platt 
went  into  hospital  for  a knee 
operation.  The  England  mid- 
fielder missed  nine  games 
earlier  in  the  season  when  he 
had  a tom  cartilage  repaired. 

Rioch.  depressed  after 
Wednesday’s  replay,  hopes 
that  Platt’s  latest  lay-off  will 
not  last  long  but  confirmed 
that  he  wants  new  signings. 
"I  have  put  two  or  three 
names  in  front  of  the  board,” 
he  said.  "Last  night's  perfor- 
mance was  not  good  enough 
and  showed  we  need  to 
strengthen." 

Platt  said:  “I  have  not  been 
told  how  long  it  will  be  before 
I can  play  again  but  I don’t 
imagine  it  will  be  more  than  a 
few  weeks.  In  one  way  I feel  I 
am  letting  Arsenal  down  by 
not  playing  but  I also  feel  I 
would  be  letting  my  team- 
mates  down  by  continuing  to 
play  when  my  movement  is 
restricted.” 

Platt  will  be  missed  in 
tomorrow's  home  Premier- 


ship match  against  Everton, 
as  will  the  central  defenders 
Tony  Adams  and  Martin 
Keown,  who  start  two-match 
suspensions.  The  right-back 
Lee  Dixon,  injured  on 
Wednesday  night,  is  also 
doubtful  and  the  young  de- 
fender Gavin  McGowan,  who 
has  been  covering  for  the  sus- 
pended left-back  Nigel  Win- 
terburn,  starts  a two-match 
ban  himself  on  Monday, 

Paul  Ince,  who  claimed  yes- 
terday that  he  was  back  to  his 
best  with  Ihtemazionale, 
Bolton’s  Alan  Stubbs  will  be 
high  on  Rioch’s  wanted  list 

Hie  Dumitrescu  ended  his 
unhappy  stay  with  Totten- 
ham yesterday  when  he  com- 
pleted a £1.5  million  move 
across  London  to  West  Ham. 
Tottenham's  manager  Gerry 
Francis  may  use  the  fee  to 
step  op  his  bid  for  the  Shef- 
field Wednesday  winger  Andy 
Sinton,  whom  he  sold  while 
manager  of  Queens  Park 
Rangers  two  seasons  ago. 

The  Manchester  City  goal- 
keeper Tony  Coton  is  making 
a cross-town  move  to  Old 
Trafford  as  cover  for  Man- 
chester United’s  Peter 
SchmeicheL  A deal  with  Sun- 
derland collapsed  last  week 
but  Coton  will  leave  Maine 
Road  if  he  passes  a medical. 


Keegan  faces 
more  spending 


David  Lacey 

THE  moment  that  Peter 
Beardsley's  opening  pen- 
alty hit  the  bar  in  their 
FA  Cup  shoot-out  with  Chel- 
sea, Newcastle  United's  sea- 
son was  assured  of  its  des- 
tiny. By  losing  to  Arsenal  in 
the  quarter-finals  of  the  Coca- 
Cola  Cup  and  now  to  Chelsea 
in  a third-round  FA  Cup 
replay,  all  in  the  space  of 
eight  days.  Kevin  Keegan's 
team  have  displayed  an  in- 
stinctive sense  of  priorities. 

In  between  these  disap- 
pointments they  scrambled  a 
1-0  victory  at  Coventry  City 
to  take  a nine-point  lead  at 
the  top  of  the  Premiership. 

With  a match  in  hand  over 
their  principal  rivals.  Man- 
chester United  and  Totten- 
ham. both  of  whom  are  still  in 
the  FA  Cup.  Newcastle  can 
now  devote  their  attention 
wholly  to  the  task  of  bringing 
the  championship  to  St 
James'  Park  for  the  first  time 
since  1927. 

Fixture  congestion  will  not 
be  a problem.  They  have  to 
play  16  games  in  15  weeks,  a 
situation  similar  to  that 
which  eased  Manchester  Un- 
ited's run-in  to  the  title  in 
1993  after  they  too  had  been 
knocked  out  of  both  cups. 

Injuries  and  suspensions 
are  Keegan’s  problem  now. 
As  his  first-teamers  totter 
from  treatment  room  to  disci- 
plinary board,  another  visit 
to  the  transfer  market  cannot 1 
be  far  off. 

Newcastle  were  without 
Lee,  Howey  and  Gillespie  on 
Wednesday,  and  lost  Ferdi- 
nand with  badly  bruised  ribs. 
Ginola  begins  a three-match 
suspension  after  tomorrow’s 
home  game  with  Bolton  and 
Peacock  faces  a one-match 
ban. 

Yet  as  a depleted  and  ex- 
hausted Newcastle  side  strug- 
gled to  deny  Chelsea  in  extra 
time  it  was  Ferdinand's  19- 
year-old  replacement,  the 
ebullient  Darren  Huckerby. 
who  kept  St  James’  Park's 
hopes  alive. 

in  November  Keegan  paid 


Base  Rate 


Bank  of  Scotland 


announces 


that  with  effect  from 
Thursday 
18  January  1996 
its  Base  Rate  has  been 
reduced  from 
6.50%  per  annum  to 
6.25%  per  annum. 
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Field  of  broken  dreams . . . the  Goldstone  Ground,  fall  of  memories  but  now  in  a sorry  state  and  sold  off  for  redevelopment  photograph:  togs?  bamser 

Seagulls  with  nowhere  to  land 


David  Lacey  on  the  mounting  troubles 
that  threaten  to  end  in  Brighton’s  demise 


Lincoln  City  only  £500.000  for 
this  Nottingham-born  mid- 
fielder, who  offers  further 
proof  of  the  need  to  keep  the 
lower  divisions  alive.  Twice 
Huckerby  cut  in  from  the  left 
to  dribble  past  Chelsea  de- 
fenders before  driving ' the 
ball  just  wide  of  the  far  post 

Newcastle  had  suffered  a 
red  card  in  a second  succes- 
sive cup-tie,  yet  Wednesday's 
replay  was  as  composed  and 
measured  an  affair  as  the 
Coca-Cola  tie  with  Arsenal 
had  been  an  undignified  scuf- 
fle, both  on  and  off  the  field. 
At  least  this  time  the  Newcas- 
tle bench  went  down  without 
a fight. 

Had  Gullit  not  pounced  on 
Spencer’s  uncleared  centre 
two  minutes  from  the  end  of 
normal  time  on  Wednesday 
Chelsea  would  have  lost  2-1 
and  gone  home  ruing  their 
failure  to  exploit  the  advan- 
tage of  Peacock's  dismissaL 

Yet  Chelsea  looked  even 
more  impressive  than  in  the 
1 original  match  at  Stamford 
Bridge,  when  only  an  under- 
hit  goal-kick  by  Kharine.  pun- 
ished by  Albert  and  Ferdi- 
nand, had  given  Newcastle  a 
second  chance. 

Glenn  Hoddle  has  turned  a 
sow's  ear  of  a team  into  a silk 
. purse.  Even  with  Hughes 
about  to  start  a five-match 
ban,  Chelsea  are  looking  a 
better  bet  for  the  Cup  than 
they  did  two  years  ago,  when 
Manchester  United  beat  them 
at  Wembley. 

With  Tottenham  cruising 
past  Hereford  and  expecting  to 
see  off  Wolves  for  a place  in 
the  last  16,  the  chances  of  the 
FA  Cup  returning  to  London 
remain  high  — even  though 
Sheffield  United  eliminated 
Arsenal  with  a goal  from  an 
Australian  with  a Geordie- 
soundlng  birthplace.  Whyalla. 

PA  CUP>  HeviMd  tartHond  draw: 
Satuttey  laniwy  271  Shrewsbury  v 
Liverpool:  Chartton  v Brentford:  fpswch  v 
Watsaii;  Bolton  v Leeds;  Huddersfield  v 
Peterborough;  Coventry  v Men  City: 
Middlesbrough  » WmWedon;  Heading  v 
Man  Utcfc  Nottm  Forest  v Oxford  Utd; 
Southampton  v Crewe:  Swmdon  v 
Barnsley  or  Oldham:  Everton  v Port  Vale; 
West  Ham  v Grimsby:  Totlenhsm  v 
Wolverhampton,  tsafoy  Jeunery  28: 
Sheffield  Uld  v Aston  Villa.  Monday 
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OWN  Sussex  way 
the  Seagulls'  wail 
grows  increasingly 
desperate.  Being 
knocked  out  of  the  FA  Cup  in 
a shoot-out,  by  a penalty  from., 
the  Fulham  goalkeeper,  is  the 
least  of  the  troubles  conspir- 
ing to  end  the  95-year  exis- 
tence of  Brighton  and  Hove 
Albion. 

The  club's  Goldstone 
Ground  has  been  sold  for 
redevelopment  but  Albion 
still  have  nowhere  to  go.  After 
negotiations  with  Hove  coun- 
! cil  the  new  owner.  Chartwell 
pic.  a property  developer 
which  sees  supermarket 
I queues  where  Tommy  Cook, 
i Johnny  McNlchol  and  Bobby 
Smith  once  trod,  has  given 
the  club  an  extra  year,  until 
June  1997,  to  find  a new 
home.  But  this  has  not  molli- 
fied critics  of  the  way  the  club 
has  been  run  or,  as  some 
might  say,  run  down. 

Brighton's  affairs  are  al- 
ready the  subject  of  a Football 
Association  inquiry.  The  FA 
met  club  representatives  and 
auditors  last  Friday.  Crucial 


Cricket 


to  die  FA  investigation  is  the 
removal  from  the  club's 
articles  of  association  of  a 
non-profit  clause  before  the 
ground  was  sold  for  a 
reported  £7.4  million.  One 
way  out  for  the  club  would  be 
to  have  the  money  received 
from  the  sale  of  the  ground 
put  into  a trust  fund  adminis- 
tered by  the  FA. 

In  a joint  letter  to  the  FA 
the  leaders  of  the  two  local 
authorities,  Brighton  coun- 
cil's Steve  Bassam  and  Hove's 
Ivor  Caplin,  have  been  scath- 
ing in  their  criticism  of  Bill 
Archer,  the  Brighton  chair- 
man, Greg  Stanley,  a director, 
and  David  Bellotti.  the  club's 
vice-chairman  and  chief 
executive. 

"It  is  our  view,”  say  the 
councillors,  "based  on  many 
months  of  dealing  with  the 
current  management,  that 
only  a complete  change  of  per- 
sonnel at  the  top  in  the  club’s 
commercial  and  financial 
management  can  bring  the 
club  back  to  a state  of  health.” 

Archer  used  to  work  for 
Crown  Paints  in  Blackburn. 


and  Stanley  inherited  the 
Fads  decorating  business, 
subsequently  sold  to  Boots. 
The  pair  went  into  partner- 
ship to  form  Focus  DIY. 

In  their  letter  to  the  FA, 
Bassam  and  Caplin  point  out 
that  Chris  Lapsa,  of  Aubrey 
Lapsa,  who  has  acted  for 
Chartwell  over  the  past  three  i 
years,  “also  acts  for  Mr 
Archer  in  securing  deals  on 
property  for  Focus  DIY”.  The 
councillors  feel  there  is  a po- 
1 tential  conflict  of  interests. 

Bellotti  arrived  on  the  Gold- 
stone scene  shortly  after  fail- 
1 ing  to  get  himself  re-elected  as  | 
i the  Llb-Dem  MP  for  East- 
bourne. Those  close  to  Albion 
at  the  time  say  he  claimed  he 
could  assist  die  club  in  get- 
ting planning  permission 
from  Hove  council  to  rebuild 
the  Goldstone  Ground:  but 
the  plans  were  rejected. 

Brighton's  failing  finances 
have  led  to  the  club  facing  a 
succession  of  winding-up 
orders.  The  council  leaders 
have  furnished  the  FA  with  a 
copy  of  the  club’s  1994-95  ac- 
counts, which  show  a trading 
loss  for  the  year  of  £726,303, 
an  increase  on  the  previous 
12  months  of  £251.000. 

It  is  also  noted  that  interest 
payable  to  the  Stanley  Trust 


for  a £600,000  loan  "has.  now 
amounted  to  £295,000,  nearly 
50  per  cent  of  the  original 
sum”,  and  that  £250,000  was 
charged  in  the  year  for  this 
facility.. 

“This  is  ironic,”  say  the 
councillors,  "given  that  origi- 
nally the  Stanley  Trust  gave  a 
£600.000  loan  free  for  the  first 
five  years  from  1987-92.  . 

“What  we  find  interesting 
in  this  context  is  the  relation- 
ship between  the  Stanley 
Trust  loan  and  the  removal 
from  the  club’s  articles  of ' 
association  of  the  toot  for  I 
profit'  clause  in  1993. 

“David  Bellotti  claims  two 
things  in  relationship  with 
the  clause.  He  has  said  its 
removal  was  an  oversight 
when  the. articles  were, 
changed.  He  has  also  said  it  I 
was  necessary  to  keep  the 
banks  happy.  We  have  no 
evidence  that  would  support 
either  contention.  Indeed, 
they  are  mutually 
contradictory." 

Bassam  and  Caplin  allege 
that  Archer  and  Stanley  “do 
not  have  any  realistic  plans  to 
retain  league-standani  foot- 
ball in  Sussex  under  the  ban- 
ner of  Brighton  and  Hove  Al- 
bion’’. In  the  councillors' 
view,  Albion's  owners  "do  not 


Rugby  League 


want  to  prolong  the  agony 
and  simply  want  a share  of 
ttie  sale  price  and  the  club  put 
out  of  its  misery”. 

“To  us,”  the  councillors 
continue,  "the  behaviour  of 
the  owning  directors  appears 
to  be  designed  to  drive  foot- 
ball traditions  out  in  favour 
of  asset-stripping.  Despite 
their  protestations  to  the  con- 
trary they  have  made  no  firm 
plans  to  develop  a new  site  for 
the  club  but  have  disposed  of 
Its  current  home.”  The  coun- 
cillors want  a public  inquiry 
or  a joint  investigation  by  the 
FA  and  the  local  authorities. 

Meanwhile,  as  Albion  head 
for  limbo  in  the  Third  Div- 
ision, only  one  of  the  moves 
mooted  so  far  — to  Toad’s 
Hole  Valley  oh  the  outskirts 
of  Hove . — looks  remotely 
viable. 

Farther  possibilities  for  a 
new  stadium  lie  on  either  side 
of  the  River  Adur  near  Shore- 
ham  Airport,  which  is  a sad 
Irony.  For  the  starting  point 
of  Albion’s  decline  was  the 
day  in  the  early  Eighties 
when  a plane  flown  by  Keith 
Wickenden  MP.  then  the 
club's  vice-chairman  and  an 
important  source  of  finance, 
plunged  into  the  Adur.  killing 
its  pilot. 


TOmbSTso  1995.  The  .chair- 
man Alan  Sugar  said  Jhe 
figures  reflected  soaring 
revenue  from  ^K>nSOrsh‘P 
and  gate  receipts 
a £4.8  million  profit  on  the 
sale  of  players. 

Sugar,  who  heads  the 
company  that  owns  the 
club,  said  the  results 
were  ”very  pleasin&  and 
continue  to  reflect  the  true 
potential  of  the  company' . 
He  was  confident  that  the 
full-year  result  would 
be  "pleasing  to  all 
shareholders".  • 

City  reaction  to  the  news 
saw  the  group’s  shares  — 
Just  over  half  held  by  Sugar 
but  most  of  the.  others 
owned  by  Tottenham  sup- 
porters — climb  lip  to  close 
at  25lp.  a high  for  the  year. 

Sugar  said  the  profit 
matched  the  club's  success 
on  the  field.  Spurs  are  third 
in  the  Premiership  and 
have  qualified  -for  the 
fourth  round  of  the  FA  Cup, 
and  Sugar  paid  tribute  to 
“the  leadership  of  Gerry 
Francis  together  with  the 
players  for  this  excellent 
performance  to  date”. 

Leaving  aside  profits 
from  the  transfer  market, 
profits  had  jumped  from 
£590,000  to  £2.33  million. 
This  was  mainly  because  of 
Improved  Hewlett  Packard 
and  Pony  sponsorship 
deals,  television  fees, 
higher  league  gate-receipts 
and  profits  from 
merchandising. 

Player  and  match  ex- 
penses were  up  from 
£6.7  million  to  £9.8  million, 
but  Sugar  said  the  wage  bill 
was  expected  to  rise  as  con- 
tracts were  renegotiated 
and  new  players  recruited. 

He  reported  that  the  club 
had  acquired  a new  train- 
ing centre  at  Chigwell,  to 
open  by  the  end  of  March. 

He  concluded  that  the 
company’s  performance  in 
the  second  half  of  the  year 
would  depend  to  some  ex- 
tent on  the  club’s  ran  in  the 
FA  Cup,  and  on  the  result 
of  Tottenham's  appeal 
against  a Uefa  ban  of  a year 
from  European  competi- 
tion, enforceable  for  up  to 
five  years,  for  fielding 
under-strength  teams  in 
the  Intertoto  Cup  competi- 
tion last  summer.  The  ap- 
peal will  be  heard  next 
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HAVING  seen  off  Devon 
Malcolm,  Ray  Illing- 
worth yesterday  turned 
his  fire  on  more  traditional 
foes:  the  men  in  charge  of 
county  cricket. 

England's  outspoken  chair- 
man of  selectors  has  long  ad- 
vocated structural  change  in 
the  domestic  game,  favouring 
a two-divisional  champion- 
ship, and  he  believes  that 
counties  do  not  do  enough  to 
produce  new  cricketers. 

"The  bottom  line  Is  that  we 
are  at  a pretty  low  ebb  for  tal- 
ent in  England,"  he  said. 
"The  counties  are  just  not 
producing  young  players  of 
the  calibre  of,  say.  Shaun  Pol- 
lock. I believe  the  counties 
have  to  look  at  themselves. 
People  say  the  game  has  im- 
proved but  I don't  think  it 
has. 

“The  counties  hare  to  bring 
on  some  decent  players,  then 
I can  select  them.” 

His  trenchant  views  found 
little  support  among  the 
county  hierarchy,  with  War- 
wickshire’s chief  executive 
Dennis  Amiss  saying  he  was 
"disappointed’’  by  the 
remarks  and  Lancashire  also 
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FAI  Clift  Ftat  roan*  JVajsWe  Celtic  2. 
Ctnmr  Orchard  1. 

ahbcak  nations  cupi  Qram  ai 
Cameroon  2.  Egypt  I Group  at  Atgena  S. 
Sierra  Leow  a 


BOS  HOM  CLASSIC  (California)  Ptna 
mod  |US  -inlets  sraiedi  M M Brooks;  B 
Klim.  V*  U Calcmvecchia:  J 0 Slake.  0 
Hammond.  M J Haas.  L Ranker.  T Kile;  F 
AHem  ISA);  M Scringw.  « P Ooytfca.  J 
Dotang;  C Paulson.  J Huston;  A Bean.  N 
Henke;  J Stoma  n.  j Adana.  S Jones.  S 
Gump;  B LiyttXe;  J Uaggert.  AUo>  TJ(  S 
Lyle  (GSl 

MALAYSIAN  OPEN  'Kuala  Lumpur)- 
Href  roumh  ••  S Flesch  !US).  BT  C Peru 
lUSl.  SB  M Manui  i Singapore).  SB  A 
Ceilu  I Gw  i TO  G Joyner  (Ausj:  S Tail 
lAusl.  0 Clarto  (lra>  S Torrance  {GBj:  R 
Efcotno  (Philippines,:  S Kuwabara  (Japan). 
R Ytueracne  ,USi 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  OPEN  \Cape  Town. 
PM  room]  fSA  unless  saind)  03  E Els 
00  I Logcatt  (Can;  D Hc-aed  (Engl  OT  K 
Stone.  09  J-C  Gambon  iFrj:  M Schofc  C 
Carson  ,'Eng).  P Blaikie  TO  N Gandy;  R 
Kanteft:  T Dodds  (Namibia)  Ray  Freeman 
lUSi;  D James.  T1  D W Brason:  U Archer 
n Goobbcf  C «an  Sudan:  S «n  te 
Utrwc  M McNulty  (Ztmh|;  P Jonas.  J Mi- 
Honry  fire).  M Green:  Vi  Coe  Bee  72  ft 
Gtoaspto.  B Ven.oy  [nr  F Quinn  iw  |USi; 
B LKMIO.  B Pafpai:  B 02  (US):  P Fflod- 
■ander  (Swazi.  M Gonanj  ill,. 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN  OPEN  | Melbourne): 
Second  row*  Men,  T EnqvM  iSjvb)  M 


offering  a stem  defence  of 
their  youth  policy. 

Illingworth  is  particularly 
concerned  about  the  dearth  of 
promising  young  bowlers,  and 
since  arriving  In  South  Africa 
he  has  admired  the  develop- 
ment of  Pollock  and  Paul  Ad- 
1 ams.  England,  by  contrast 
i have  only  the  emergence  of 
. Dominic  Cork  to  show  for  1995.  1 

"I  have  been  pushing  for  a 
two-division  championship 
for  20  years.  That's  a long 
time,  and  I’m  getting  tired  of 
it  now.  There  are  too  many 
arguments  around  against  it 
from  non-cricketing  sources. 

"I  read  recently  that  North- 
amptonshire members  said 
they  would  rather  see  their 
own  team  win  than  England 
win.  I think  counties  have  got 
to  put  their  own  houses  in 
order  and  start  producing 
cricketers  for  England. 

”1  am  not  in  favour  of  a 
national  academy  for  young 
players.  That  would  just  not 
work  because  you  would 
never  get  counties  agreeing 
on  when  to  release  players. 
What  we  should  have  is  18 
academies,  one  at  each  first- 
class  county." 


A Vjmna  (Rom,  e— : 6-4.  6-1  M Wood- 
aria  tAus)  b;  U sinner  iGeij  6-4  6-1. 
6-4:  R FuHaa  im  M A Couta  (Spl  1-6  7-6 
6-1.  6-3.  ■ PhEIppomato  'A u*|  bl  E Ran 
(ter)  ?-6  6-J.  6-3.  6-2.  M Mtad  ttini  bi 
p Tramacetii  lAirci  6-3.  6-4.  7-6.  J S*- 
tPBTtok  jNoBii  Ot  C MargitO  tm  1-fc.  S-7. 
6-3. 7-6.  6-1  B Starvan  jiCi  Li  B MjcjjHq 
IUSI  6-1  5-7.  7-6,  6-4;  F Ctarot  iSpj  bl  F 
Dewitt  (Bef)  2-6.  7-5  6-2.  C-K  M Hadad 
tCoil  trt  P IAU3I  7-6  6-4.  2-2  rot  M 
Washington  tUS)  W A Boetsch  iFr|  £-J. 
6-1  3-6.  6-1;  V Kafafaftmr  (Pin.)  oi  A 
Correita  (Spi  6-1.  6-2.  6-3.  P Tawipraa 
I liS)  N M Joyce  /USl  3-6.  6-3  6-4.  0-4  M 
Laracen  (S»el  bl  B Black  iclmb)  6-3  3-6 
€-4.  6-4;  B BtcAar  iGen  bl  T Johansson 
(Swot  4-6,  3-6.  6-S.  6-1.  6-i.  H Ctamy 
(tog)  W D Wheaton  (US)  6-3. 6-T.  6-1. 7-5 
Q lemtoawin  (Croatia)  bl  S Laroau  (Cam 
6-4.  6-«.  6-1. 

Wmmic  m Kndo  Wwani  w K Data 
I Japan  I 6-2.  1-6,  6-4  B Sefcatt  (Aul)  bt  P 
Song-Hee  (SKari  6-4.  b-U  N PahAi-m 
(Fin)  M R Dragonur  ,R«ni  £-4.  H,  b 

SoholtZ -McCarthy  |M«1hl  bt  Shi- Ting 

Wang  (Tail  6-4,  3-6.  6-3:  L Wchtororo 
(C7 1 bl  D Randnanlriy  iMadj  7-6.  4-6.  ?-S: 
E UkMwtaan  iRini  ta  U Piotcr  \Fr>  6-4. 
6-4.  M fflnWa  iStsiQl  bl  B Paulin  (Aui) 
6-1.  6-4:  A Huber  iGen  bl  A Carlson 
iSwel  6-1.  6-2.  R Qranda  till  U S FJMor 
IGen  6-4.  7hJ.  l Davenport  IUS)  bt  R 
GtobbS  (total  7-6. 6-3  A Coeoar  ISAI M S 
Had.  iGcr)  6-1  6-1:  K Eoogart  iwomt  U N 
Fobce  iBtU)  6-2. 1-6.  6-3.  R Itrakl  i Japan i 
’ M L Pvtuti  (US)  6-3  4-6.  6-2.  H Sokova 
(Czj  bt  « Gnyttowaka  rp0n  7-6  4-6.  6-6. 
j Kandarr  iGsrl  M V Katnio  - Japan)  7-6 
6-3:  C Mamma.  jSpi  bt  F Labal  lArgl  6-2 
6-4. 


Illingworth  also  bemoaned 
his  side's  general  lack  of 
professionalism. 

Amiss  was  quick  to  dis- 
tance himself  from  the  criti- 
cism. “It’s  disappointing  to 
hear  comments  like  that  be- 
cause we  don't  feel  we  could 
be  doing  more  to  produce 
good  cricketers  for  Warwick- 
shire and  England.”  he  said. 

"At  Edgbaston  we  have  an 
annual  budget  of  between 
£100,000  and  £150,000  for 
youth  development.  Last  win- 
ter we  went  into  100  primary 
schools  and  this  year  we  are 
going  into  another  100. 

"Obviously  our  aim  is  to 
find  players  and  be  successful 
as  a county,  but  there  is  a 
knock-on  effect  in  that  the 
best  players  could  become 
successful  for  England." 

• Shane  Waroe  took  two 
wickets  in  a miserly  to  overs 
to  help  Australia  brat  Sri 
Lanka  by  is  runs  in  the  open- 
ing match  of  the  World  Series 
final  in  Melbourne  Chasing 
Australia’s  201  for  seven.  Sri 
Lanka  got  off  to  a promising 
start  but  lost  their  way  in  the 
middle  order  when  six  wick- 
ets went  down  for  25  runs. 


Paul  Rtepatrick 

ONE  of  the  reasons  Paul 
Newlove.  the  game's 
costliest  player,  joined 
St  Helens  last  November  was 
because  they  were  a 
"friendly’’  club. 

After  the  departure  of  their 
coach  Eric  Hughes  2*4  hours 
before  Wednesday’s  game 
with  London  Broncos  — and 
only  four  days  after  his  side 
had  played  with  great  credit 
In  the  Regal  Trophy  final 
against  Wigan  — that  depic- 
tion became  redundant. 

There  was,  in  fact,  nothing 
friendly  about  the  way  Saints 
told  Bernard  Dwyer,  Sonny 
Nickle  and  Paul  Loughlin 
that  they  were  to  be  make- 
weights in  the  £500,000  New- 
love deal.  Loughlin,  one  of  the 
most  loyal  of  Saints'  players, 
has  still  not  come  to  terms 
with  tlw  way  be  was  bundled 
out  of  Knowsley  Road. 

.And  there  was  certainly 
nothing  friendly  about  the  de- 
parture of  Hughes,  whose  fate 
appears  to  have  been  settled 
weeks  ago.  Ruthless,  more 
like:  evidence  perhaps  that 


Saints  are  determined  to 
abandon  those  "friendly”  and 
“comfortable”  images. 

Hughes’s  contract  ran  to 
the  end  of  May  but  St  Helens 
had  obviously  decided  he  was 
□ot  the  man  to  lead  them  into 
the  Super  League,  which ! 
starts  in  March.  The  man  who 
is  appears  to  be  Shaun  1 
McRae,  an  assistant  coach 
and  fitness  conditioner  with 
Canberra  Raiders. 

His  appointment  is  ex- 
pected to  be  confirmed  on 
Sunday  before  the  game  at 
Halifax  and  hts  first  Job  will 
be  to  gain  the  confidence  of 
players  deeply  shocked  at 
Hughes’s  departure. 

McRae’s  job  will  be  to  put 
right  what  St  Helens  consid- 
ered to  be  the  prime  flaw 
under  Hughes:  a porous  de- 
fence. Saints,  a brilliant  at- 
tacking 9ide.  on  average  have 
leaked  25  points  a game,  al- 
though there  has  been  evi- 
dence of  improvement 


recently,  not  least  at  Hudders- 
field last  Saturday. 

Since  moving  up  from 
Academy  coach  to  head  coach 
in  January  1994,  Hughes  has 
built  a better  St  Helens.  His 
greatest  misfortune  is  that 
Wigan  have  continued  to  win 
all  the  trophies. 

That  could  be  McRae's  bur- 
den, too.  He  will,  though,  in- 
herit a talented  and  young 
squad;  Hughes  reduced  the 
average  age  of  the  first  team 
from  28  to  23. 

Hughes  may  sue  St  Helens 
for  wrongful  dismissal.  "We 
were  eighth  when  I arrived, 
fourth  last  season  and  we  are 
now  third,  less  than  a week 
after  reaching  a major  final. 
A coach  should  be  judged  on 
results  but  that  has  not  hap- 
pened here."  he  said. 

• Scott  Gibbs.  St  Helens’ 
Wales  centre  who  was  sent  off 
m the  Regal  Trophy  final,  has 
been  suspended  for  two 
matches  and  fined  £150. 


3cU  TO  Oafotm  Slam  69.  Phoumn  55.  Oi- 
unao  ns.  Onvef  112.  Houston  120:  LA 
Clipper  61.  New  Yolk  Dl 

Badminton 

JAPAN  OPEN  iTBkyor  B«la6t*di 
focwN  roondi  Hue  P nwmimii 

I Pmi  M D Kill  | OS  I 15-7.  15-2.  P-N 
H erar  Lata  iDoni  01  P Knowtoa  iGBj 
IV' 1 16-9. 

Wmm  A Obn  (QBi  ta  M Borrr  |Swoj 
11-a.  11-1. 

Cricket 


Rugby  Union 


WORLD  SOUKS  I Moltvurnaj  Ftoata  Auc- 
(rain  201-7  (50  evert  M Bgvwi  59.  R Poni* 
ino  SI.  I HtMly  SOiw]  Sri  Lank.1  1B3  (-1B 1 
even:  A Gunmnhj  471  Australia  «*cn  gy 
IS  runs 


Ice  Hockey 


NHL  Buffalo  0.  Pittsburgh  1:  Dcurtt  3. 
Colorado  2:  NY  Islanders  3.  Hartford  6. 
Ottawa  0.  Montreal  3.  Tampa  Bar  6.  San 
Joso  4;  Toronto  2.  Winnipeg  4 Chicago  2. 
Washington  3 Dallas  3.  Edmonton  4:  Ana- 
hoim  1.  Calgary  4. 

Snooker 

GUANGZHOU  BUSTERS  (China)-  Ffc*fe 
T Droge  (Mahai  ht  S Oa*'S  (Engl  6-2. 


Fixtures 


Basketball 

NBA:  Ailami  102  Indiana  gj:  Cnaiione  93. 
New  Jersey  97;  ‘Ji«ri  96.  Waihmrjion  89 
Ftiilndr-lptna  100.  Milwaukee  ill.  Minnn- 


(7  30  unless  suiwn 

Soccer 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES*  Hctyweii  v Gon- 
nah  0 Quay  (7  30i 

LEAGUE  OF  tHELANPr  Prorplvr  Of*. 
ialBie  Shnlbnurne  v Attitono  Tn  (7.45). 


A INTERNATIONAL*  Franco  v England 
(60  Jean  Bouln  Std.  Parti):  Ireland  v Scot- 
land {2.30.  Darmyttrnafc). 

Mi  wm NATIONAL:  Ireland  v sas- 
land  (12.0.  Black  rock  College). 

CLUB  MATCHNS*  Asknans  v CambrWgo 
Univ:  Bath  v Masonry  (7.15);  BrbtoJ  v 
Earner.  Chiton  v Stroud:  Lottos) or  v Bod- 
lord  (715);  Mot  Pohco  v &nor  (7451. 
Northampton  v Wasps;  Rowlyn  Park  v 
London  (rich:  WorcooUr  v Wofvorhampiofl; 
Biggar  u Ayr  (7.0j;  Edinburgh  Wndrv  v 
SMK  (7  Or  Currie  v Goto  (7  01;  Qroonock 
Wind  or  ore  v Glasgow  Aeods  (7.0):  Glas- 
gow Southern  m Dundee  NSFP  (7.0):  Kelso 
v Boroughmuir  (7.0#:  unghobn  v Jed-For- 
<Hl(7jDt;  Prostoo  Lodge  vStawwto  Met  FP 
(7  0);  Stirling  Ccrnniy  tr  Grangemouth  (7.0): 
Wo*  1 c*  Scotland  v Kirkcaldy  (7.0). 

Rugby  League 

STONES  CENTENARY  CHAMPION- 
SHIP] sncfliofd  v Wigan  ^ 

Basketball 

flUDWEtSER  LKAOUEl  NwWH  v 

Chester  (8.0). 

Cricket 

SIXTH  ONE-DAY  INTERNATIONAL  I 

(Eaai  London]-  South  Attica  * England  | 
112.30). 

Hockey 

OLYMPIC  OUAUFYINO  TOWWMBWT  j 

(Bomtorut:  Belgium  * Malaysia;  SfMJn  v 
Belarus;  Wetourlandn  v Canada:  Grew! 
Britain  v Mia 


Notional  Westminster  Bank 
announces  that 
with  effect  from 
18  January  1996 
its  Bose  Rate 
is  reduced  from 
6.5%  to  6.25%  per  annum. 

All  facilities  (including  reguloted  consumer  credit 
agreements)  with  a rote  of  interest  linked  to 
NatWest  Bose  Rate  will  be  varied  accordingly. 
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Pit-bull  muzzled  but  not  silent 


Paul  Weaver  finds  Brian  Moore  in  a mellow  mood  as  England’s 
former  hooker  contemplates  a life  without  Frenchmen  to  bait 


Brian  moore. 
with  gently  smiling 
eyes,  dark  suit  and 
his.  lawyer’s  hands 
clasped  together, 
appeared  to  be  travelling  in- 
cognito at  a London  lunch 
yesterday.  “That  'im?"  asked 
a waiter  with  incredulity.  “He 
normally  looks  very  cross.” 
Very  cross  indeed.  A bun- 
dle of  malevolence.  The  mas- , 
cot  that  roared.  England's , 
wonky-toothed  “Pit-bull"  and  1 
the  most  capped  booker  in  I 
their  history. 

The  French  have  been  gig- 
gling with  pleasure  ever  since 
they  realised  that  the  twice- 


retired  Moore  would  not  be 
lining  up  against  them  at  the 
Parc  des  Princes  tomorrow  in 
the  opening  match  of  the  Five 
Nations.  France  have  cot 
beaten  England  in  this  com- 
petition since  1388  and  Eng- 
land have  won  in  Paris  on  the 
past  four  occasions. 

Moore  had  a lot  to  do  with 
that  not  only  with  the  feroc- 
ity of  his  own  physical  com- ! 
mitment  but  also  through  the 
psychological  warfare  he  1 
cleverly  used  to  unsettle  the  I 
opposition,  such  as  the  time 
he  eyeball ed  Les  bleus  and 
sent  the  entire  French  team 
wild. 


England  need 
no  French 
incentives 


Robert  Armstrong  (n  Paris 

BONUS  systems  may 
suit  some  squads  in  the 
Five  Nations  Champi- 
onship now  that  rugby  is  pro- 
fessional. but  Will  Carling 
said  yesterday  that  England 
would  not  need  the  incentive 
of  a win  bonus  to  give  their 
best  performance  in  tomor- 
row's opener  against  France 
at  the  Parc  des  Princes.  The 
importance  of  the  tournament 
would  be  sufficient  motiva- 
tion for  last  year’s  Grand 
Slam  winners,  the  England 
captain  said. 

Members  of  the  England 
squad  will  receive  a flat  rate 
of  about  £26,000  each  for  the 
full  season  of  international 
matches  but  the  French  have 
agreed  a basic  rate  of  around 
£19,000  with  an  additional 
£1.000  to  &UXX)  for  each  game, 
depending  on  the  outcome  A 
Grand  Slam,  together  with 
their  recent  Test  victory  over 
New  Zealand,  would  earn 
each  French  international 
some  £39,000  for  the  season. 

Ireland  and  Scotland,  who 
meet  In  Dublin  tomorrow,  are 
also  paying  by  results  on  top 
of  a standard  basic  rate,  which 
would  earn  their  players 
about  £24.000  each  for  four 
championship  wins.  Wales, 
who  open  their  Five  Nations 
campaign  against  England  at 
Twickenham  on  February  3, 
have  adopted  a sliding  scale 
of  payments  heavily  weighted 
towards  results,  because  of 
their  money  shortage. 

Apart  from  England,  who 
have  won  three  Grand  Slams 
in  the  Nineties  without  pay- 
for-play,  the  championship 
contenders  will  each  get  only 
half  their  maximum  potential 
earnings  if  they  end  up.  with 
the  wooden  spoon.  There  is 
no  yardstick  for  determining 
whether  win  bonuses  bring 
the  best  out  of  rugby  union 
players.  The  Scots  have  won 
two  Grand  Slams  since  1984 
without  paying  a penny 
whereas  France,  who  have 
paid  their  players  hand- 
somely for  decades,  won  only 
one  Slam  over  the  same 


period. 

Though  Carling  is  among 
the  wealthiest  players  in 
Europe  as  a spin-off  from  his 
rugby  success,  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  his  indifference  to  win  bo- 
nuses. “The  Five  Nations  Is 
still  a great  tournament  to 
play  in,  even  though  the 
World  Cup  has  now  become 
the  main  competition  in 
which  to  measure  yourself," 
he  said.  “The  Five  Nations 
has  its  own  special  atmo- 
sphere and  a number  of  other 
countries  would  love  to  be  in- 
volved in  a similar  event.” 

He  said  that  France,  for 
him,  still  represented  the  ulti- 
mate challenge  in  the  north- 
ern hemisphere,  notwith- 
standing England’s  four 
successive  wins  in  Paris  dur- 
ing the  Nineties.  “1  am  always 
very  keen  to  win  against  any 
Five  Nations  team  but  I have 
to  admit  France  offer  the  big- 
gest physical  and  mental  chal- 
lenge. 1 love  playing  in  Paris 
and  the  threat  of  the  French 
tends  to  bring  out  the  best  in 
us.  You  cannot  go  to  Paris 
doubting  your  own  ability." 

Carling's  international 
debut  against  France  in  1988 
ended  in  a 10-9  defeat  In 
Paris,  a setback  that  was  not 
repeated  until  France  won 
their  World  Cup  third-place 
play-off  in  Pretoria  last  June. 
“We  were  taught  a World  Cup 
lesson  that  day,'.'  he  said,  “but 
it  was  a different  type  of 
rugby  and  a very  different  at- 
mosphere to  what  you  get  in 
the  Five  Nations.  Still,  it’s 
nice  not  to  be  favourites  for 
Saturday,  as  we  have  been  for 
the  past  five  or  six  years.  We 
have  the  chance  to  rise  above 
people’s  expectations." 

Despite  France's  World  Cup 
victory  Carling  insisted  they 
still  feared  England.  “They 
have  some  of  the  best  running 
backs  in  the  world,  players 
like  Saint- Andr&,  Ntamack 
and  Sadoumy,  and  they  can 
pose  a different  kind  of 
threat  But  I think  they'll 
mainly  play  a kicking  game 
against  us.  They’re  desperate 
I to  win  and  well  have  to  be 
very,  very  positive." 


Gallagher  gets  the  green  light 

JOHN  GALLAGHER,  the  | Twickenham,  and  the 
former  All  Blacks  full-  year-old  has  his  eyes  sei 


former  All  Blacks  full- 
back who  has  returned  to 
rugby  union  after  a spell  in 
league,  is  one  of  nine  full 
internationals  in  a power- 
ful Ireland  A side  who  face 
Scotland  A at  Donnybrook 
this  afternoon. 

The  London-born  Gal- 
lagher’s attempts  to  play 
competitive  rugby  in  Eng- 
land have  been  blocked  by 


Twickenham,  and  the  31- 
j year-old  has  his  eyes  set  on 
an  Irish  esq)  after  appear- 
ing on  the  Irish  Exiles’ 
bench  against  Leinster  last 
, month. 

He  Joins  the  other  full 
caps  Cotior  O’Shea,  Sean 
j McCahlll,  Niall  Woods, 
Alain  Rolland,  Paul  Wal- 
lace, Davy  Tweed,  Victor 
Costello  and  Anthony  Foley 
in  Ireland’s  side. 


Ob  Clydesdale  Bank! 


BASE  RATE 

Clydesdale  Bank  PLC 
announces  that  with  effect 
from  close  of  business 
on  18th  January  1996 
its  Base  Bate  has  been 
reduced  from  6.5%  to 
6.25%  per  annum. 


“I  think  it's  an  important 
part  of  the  game,  and  it  all 
came  naturally  to  me.”  he 
said  at  yesterday's  Sports- 
writers'  Association  lunch. 

England's  captain  Will  Car- 
ling is  missing  Moore  al- 
ready. “Brian  used  to  do  very 
well  at  winding  the  French 
up,”  he  said  yesterday. 

“Maybe  someone  will  whis- 
per his  name  to  them  during 
the  game . . . we'll  have  a few 
line-out  calls  called  Brian 
Moore.  But  their  discipline 
has  got  a lot  better  and  it's  not 
really  something  we  look  to 
expose  any  more." 

The  missing  will  be  mutual 


in  Paris.  Moore  will  be  com- 
mentating for  Radio  Five 
Live,  and  said;  “I  will  be  feel- 
ing very  odd  before  the  kick- 
off, wondering  where  I would 
be  changing  and  experiencing 
that  bonding  feeling  that 
comes  with  looking  at  Jason 
Leonard  and  Jeff  Probyn  and 
knowing  that  these  are  play- 
ers you  are  going  to  be  locked 
in  combat  with. 

“I  will  also  miss  the  silly 
things  — like  the  coach  ride 
from  Versailles  to  the  sta- 
dium. When  you  have  an  es- 
corted coach  here  you  are 
part  of  the  normal  traffic  but 
there  you  race  down  the  free- 
way with  everyone  screaming 
and  shouting  and  It  feels,  well 
. . . exhilarating.'' 

Moore  predicts  a hard  game 
for  England.  “They  can  win. 


and  If  they  do  1 think  they 
would  win  all  their  other 
matches.  But  I would  put  my 
money  on  France.  Their  pack 
is  technically  good  and  very 
strong. 

“This  match  could  decide 
the  championship  — with  Ire- 
land the  dark  horses  — and  I 
would  always  have  gone  into 
it  with  Dean  Richards." 

Moore  has  some  advice  for 
the  seven  players  who  have 
no  experience  of  the  Parc  des 
Princes.  “If  a Frenchman 
ever  punched  or  kicked  me  I 
shrugged  it  off.  I never  let 
them  know  they  had  hurt  me; 
that  gave  them  satisfaction. 
We  stand  back,  they  lose  their 
heads  and  our  kicker  collects 
the  points.” 

Moore  also  feels  that  Car- 
ling should  think  carefully 


about  when  to  retire.  "If  he 
thinks  he  can  do  another  four 
years,  fine.  And  he  is  playing 
well  at  the  moment  But  he 
should  make  sure  he  gets  out 
while  his  form  is  still  good. 

“If  there  is  to  be  a new  cap- 
tain he  should  have  two  years 
before  the  World  Cup.  Only 
four  or  five  players  can  do  the 
job  and  two  or  three  of  them, 
like  Martin  Johnson,  don't 
want  it.  Ben  Clarke  is  a 
possibility.” 

Mostly,  though,  he  wanted 
to  talk  about  the  Parc  des 
Princes,  and  he  grinned  again 
at  the  prospect  of  the  match, 
showing  again  those  teeth  de- 
scribed by  a former  England 
front-row  colleague.  Paul  Ren- 
dall,  as  “gnashers  you  get 
from  a DIY  shop  and  hammer 
in  yourself’. 


Extra  time  Edited  by  Jeremy  Alexander 

Atlanta’s  tick  may 
prove  a cross 


HARD  on  the  heels  of 
North  Eorea's  entry 
this  month  for  the 
Games  In  Atlanta  — and  the 
IOCs  rejoicing  at  its  first 
100  per  cent  attendance  of 
eligible  nations  (197)  since 
the  second  world  war  — a 
blot  has  emerged  on  that 
perfect  landscape.  A num- 
ber of  European  three-day 
event  horses  are  being  ex- 
cluded by  the  Georgia  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

The  point  at  issne  is 
equine  piroplasmosls.  a 
blood-borne  parasitic  dis- 
ease. It  was  once  wide- 
spread in  Georgia,  now  al- 
most eliminated.  Ticks  are 
the  vector.  Where  Los  An- 
geles (1984)  was  dry,  Geor- 
gia is  humid  and  the  ticks 
are  numerous.  The  state  is 
sticking  by  its  import 
health  requirements  for 
livestock,  or  nearly  so. 

Under  pressure  it  has 
granted  a waiver  for  dres- 
sage and  showjumping 
horses,  subject  to  strict  con- 
ditions and,  adding  cheek  to 
inconsistency,  on  the  under- 
standing that  those  federa- 
tions with  seropositive 
horses  meet  the  costs  of  im- 
plementation. Huge  profits 
are  expected  from  the 
Games;  and,  if  ticks  can  be 
excluded  from  one  area,  it 
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The  Dax  bludgeon . . . Richard  Dourthe  provides  the  steel  in  France's  new  midfield  pairing  photograph:  david  Rogers 

Two  centres  in  their  element 


Ian  Borthwick  on  the  young  partnership 
France's  fans  call  fire  and  water  and 
who  are  unfazed  by  Carling  and  England 


THERE  is  a most  dis- 
turbing tendency  in 
the  new  generation  of 
French  rugby  players. 
They  have,  it  appears,  no 
respect  for  their  elders,  and,  if 
Thomas  Castaignede  is1  any 
indication,  even  less  for  es- 
tablished rituals  on  the  field 
of  play. 

Playing  his  first  Test 
against  Romania  last  autumn, 
the  diminutive  centre  from 
Toulouse  was  the  smallest 
and  youngest  man  on  the 
pitch,  but  this  did  not  prevent 
him  from  shouting  and  order- 
ing his  team-mates  around  as 
to  the  manner  born.  Until, 
that  is.  Philippe  Benetton,  the 
Tricolores'  veteran  flanker 
and  pack-leader,  came  up  for 
a quiet  word:  “Listen  sonny,  a 
word  of  advice.  Don’t  ever 
talk  to  me  like  that.” 

Scarcely  a month  later  Cas- 
taign&de,  brimming  with  con- 
fidence, was  at  it  again.  Al- 
though at  least  this  time  his 
impertinence  was  directed  at 
the  opposition,  as  be  and  his 
midfield  partner  Richard 
Dourthe  took  on  the  All 
Blacks’  renowned  centre  pair- 
ing of  Walter  Little  and  Frank 
Bunco  in  the  first  Test  in  Tou- 
louse. Playing  with  an  aston- 
ishing audacity  and  bravado, 
the  two  young  whipper- 
snappers  called  in  to  fill  the 
gaps  left  by  Philippe  Sella  and 
Thierry  Lacroix  showed,  de- 
spite only  41  years  and  four 
caps  between  them,  precious 
little  deference  to  the  presti- 
gious reputation  of  their  op- 
posite numbers,  with  Bunce 


Sport  in  brief 

Hockey 

John  Shaw  replaces  Russell 
Garcia,  who  has  stomach 
trouble,  as  Great  Britain  face 
India  today  in  their  first 
match  of  the  Olympic  qualify- 
ing tournament  here,  writes 
Pat  Rowley  in  Barcelona.  Gar- 
cia will  be  missed  as  the  alter- 
native corner  striker  to  Ca* 
lum  Giles. 

Netherlands  are  favourites 
with  Britain  and  India  to  fill 
the  top  three  places  in  this 
eight-team  round-robin  event 


and  Dourthe  in  particular 
having  their  own  private 
battle  off  the  balL 

“What  do  you  mean  we 
lacked  respect  for  the  All 
Blacks?"  exclaims  Castaig- 
nfede.  “They  did  not  exactly 
respect  us  either,  and  if 
things  did  get  a little  carried 
away  it  was  because  they 
were  continually  trying  to 
provoke  us.  They  knew  we 
were  young,  and  they  were 
just  trying  to  intimidate  us. 
So  Richard  decided  it  was 
time  to  sort  them  out." 

He  does  not  mean  to  be  dis- 
courteous. it  is  just  part  of  his 
natural  self-confidence.  At  5 it 
9 in  and  under  12  stone,  the 
■ plucky  Castaignfede  moves 
with  that  fluid  quality  reminis- 
cent of  Didier  Codomiou  and 
other  quicksilver  centres  who 
have  become  a rarity  in  inter- 
national  rugby.  With  his  imp- 
ish smile  and  his  eyes- gleam- 1 
mg  with  the  permanent  glint  of 
mischui,  he  looks  more  like  a 
latter-day  Tintin  embarked  on 
a new  adventure  with  the 
faithful  Captain  Haddock. 

Last  year  he  and  Dourthe 
sat  together  in  the  stands  at 
Twickenham,  never  believing 
that  12  months  later  they 
wpuld  be  playing  together 
against  England.  “I  just  take 
every  match  as  it  comes.  1 can 
still  hardly  believe  that  I am 
playing  for  France,  so  I am ' 
simply  taking  advantage  of 
each  opportunity  and  living  it 
to  the  fuli,"  says  Castaignede, 
who  has  known  Dourthe  vir- 
tually all  his  life. 

They  both  grew  up  in  the 


Spain  and  Belgium  should 
also  qualify,  with  Canada  the 
danger  to  those  two. 

Squash 

Del  Harris,  the  England  No.  1, 
gained  prompt  consolation  for 
failing  to  regain  the  British 
national  title  when  he  beat 
the  new  holder,  Peter  Nicol  of 
Scotland,  in  four  games  in  a 
national  Super  League  match, 
writes  Richard  Jago. 

Harris's  England  colleague 
Chris  Walker  won  the 
Apawanish  tournament  in 
New  York,  where  an  all-Cana- 
dian quarter-final  saw  Gary 
Waite  beat  Jonathan  Power  in 


south-west  of  France,  Castaig- 
nfede  in  Mont-de-Marsan, 
Dourthe  in  nearby  Dax,  and 
from  the  age  of  five  or  six 
they  regularly  played  against 
each  other  for  their  clubs. 
“Even  then  he  was  a handful 
on  the  field.  And  of  course  he 
always  used  to  beat  me," 
muses  Castaignede. 

Dourthe,  the  son  of  another 
uncompromising  French  cen- 
tre, Claude  Dourthe,  has 
quickly  won  himself  a reputa- 
tion for  being  hot-headed  and 
indisclpllned.  Laurent  Ca- 
barmes,  the  French  flanker, 
likens  the  pair  to  fire  and 
water:  Dourthe  the  fire,  and 
the  smooth  unflappable  Cas- 
taignede the  water.  “I  know 
Richard  like  the  back  of  my 
hand  and  I know  that  he  can 
be  very  quick-tempered  and 
belligerent  He  has  been  like 
that  ever  since  I’ve  known 
him,  so  it’s  just  up  to  me  to 
keep  him  under  control  on 
the  field.  There’s  nothing 
realty  nasty  in  what  he  does 
but,  that  said,  I would  still 


Castaign&de . . . the  rapier 


2br  52mm.  outlasting  the  pre- 
vious record  of  Zhr  46min  for 
a world  circuit  match  set  by 
Jahangir  Khan  of  Pakistan 
and  Gamal  Awad  of  Egypt 

Motor  Sport 

France’s  former  world  rally, 
champion  Didier  Auriol  is  to 
join  this  year's  holder,  Brit- 
ain’s Colin  -McRae,  as  555 
Subaru  become  a four-car  team 
this  season.  Sweden's  Kenneth 
Eriksson  and  Italy's  Piero 
Liatti  are  the  other  drivers. 

Snooker 

Tony  Drago  of  Malta,  the 
world  No.  14,  beat  Steve  Davis 


rather  play  alongside  him 
than  against  him." 

Since  their  arrival  in  the 
France  squad  their  infectious 
enthusiasm  and  youthful 
ebullience  have  rocked  some 
of  the  older  players  out  of 
their  set  ways.  “Having  guys 
like  Thomas  and  Richard  in- 
side me  suddenly  makes  me 
feel  old,"  quips  Philippe 
Salnt-Andre,  the  captain. 
“They  have  brought  a lot  of 
freshness  to  the  team  and  to 
the  way  we  play.  But  they  still 
have  to  maintain  their  self- 
control  and  discipline,  espe- 
cially against.  Carling  and 
England.” 

Equally  at  ease  at  centre  or 
fly-half,  Castaignede  has  also 
proved  his  worth  as  a goat 
kicker,  with  a 55-metre  penal- 
ty against  New  Zealand  and  a 
crucial  drop  goal  for  Toulouse 
in  the  recent  European  Cup 
final  against  Cardiff  to  his 
credit 

One  of  the  key  players  in 
Toulouse’s  epic  victory,  Cas- 
ta ignede,  who  turns  21  on 
Sunday,  has  already  amassed 
more  cups  and  trophies  than 
others  win  in  a lifetime.  Tou- 
louse were  champions  in  1994 
and  95  and  he  also  won  the 
French  junior  club  champion- 
ship two  years  in  a row  in  the 
red- and- black  Stade  Toulou- 
sain  Jersey. 

Castaignede  and  Dourthe 
will  stand  together  tomorrow 
and  refuse  once  again  to  kow- 
tow to  their  distinguished  el- 
ders. They  are,  apparently, 
afraid  of  nothing.  “Itis  not 
quite  like  that"  points  out 
Caistaignede.  “We  support 
one  another  and  encourage 
one  another  so  much  on  the 
field  that  it  just  boosts  our 
confidence.  And  when  I've  got 
Richard  beside  me  I feel  much 
stronger.” 


for  the  first  time  in  10  at- 
tempts to  win  the  Guangzhou 
Masters,  writes  CUve  Eoerton. 
Drago’s  6-2  win  earned  him 
£11.000.  The  finalists  needed  a 
police  escort  out  of 'the  arena 
after  spending  90  minutes 
signing  autographs  for  a 

crowd  of  2,300. 

Bowls 

Bowls  fever  has  hit  Preston, 
where  in  the  first  week  a 
record  number  of  more  than 
12,000  tickets,  nearly  a sell- 
out were  sold  for  the  Chur- 
chill Insurance  World  Indoor 
Championship  at  the  Guild 
Hall  from  February  12-25. 


must  be  possible  over  the 
wider  cross-country  course. 

Frits  Siuyter,  the  Interna- 
tional Equestrian  Federa- 
tion veterinary  officer,  says 
it  “would  need  to  be  a very 
fast  tick  to  attach  to  a horse 
in  full  gallop".  Even  then 
acaricide  treatments  would 
get  it  in  the  wash. 

Austria,  Finland,  France, 
Germany,  Italy  and  Spain 
may  be  affected  — some  20 
horses  (and  their  riders). 
Most  merely  harbour  anti- 
bodies having  once  had  the 
illness,  which  is  mild  and 
short-lived.  It  is  nothing  like 
as  virulent  as  the  African 
horse  sickness  which  threat- 
ened Barcelona  but  ex- 
cluded no  horses  in  the  end. 

The  GDA,  backed  by  the 
USD  A.  is  intransigent.  The 
FEI  says:  “The  best  riders 
should  compete:  the  best 
horses  should  compete”  — 
the  Olympic  precept  of  no 
one  haired. 

The  IOC  is  aware  of  the  US 
stance  threatening  it.  If  it 
continues  to  take  no  action, 
Atlanta  will  seem  to  have 
got  away  with  the  Games 
under  false  pretences.  The 
IOC  must  tell  it  to  admit  all 
or  forfeit  the  equestrian 
events.  In  1956  they  were  in 
Stockholm  when  the  Games 
were  in  Melbourne. 


HAD  the  Man  of  the  Match 
votes  been  collected  at 
the  end  of  rugby  league's 
Regal  Trophy  final  the  award 
would  almost  certainly  have 
gone  to  Henry  Paul.  Thus  did 
the  Guardian’s  report  on  Mon- 
day put  its  finger  an  a further 
daftness  in  such  awards. 

Paul  Fitzpatrick  accepts 
both  the  obsession  and  the 
inanity.  He  recalls  file  1978 
Challenge  Cup  final  in  which 
Leeds  beat  St  Helens  14-12. 
Votes  for  foe  Lance  Todd  Tro- 
phy were  cast  15  minutes 
from  time,  before  Holmes  or- 
chestrated Leeds's  thrilling 
fight-back.  He  was  unques- 
tionably the  man  of  the  match 
but  Nicholls  received  one  of 
the  game's  most  coveted 
awards.  Like  Cunningham 
last  Saturday,  Nicholls  was 
man  of  the  first  65  minutes. 

ITV,  setf-importantly.  names 
a man  of  its  soccer  matches 
before  the  end.  It  is  an- 
nounced over  the  Tannoy 
during  play.  Who,  in  this  con- 
tradictory business  of  team 
games,  will  be  first  Man  of  the 
First  Innings  and,  eventually 
no  doubt,  of  the  First  Over? 

CRICKET’S  press  accredi- 
tations for  the  World  Cup 
were  announced  this  week. 
Australia  has  14  whereas 
England  has  40,  the  same  as 
Sri  Lanka  and  only  one  fewer 
than  Pakistan,  another  of  the 
host  nations.  India  has  323,  of 
whom  101  are  photographers. 

SAM  YOUNG,  a grocery 
clerk  in  Dallas,  was  fired 
for  wearing  a Green  Bay 
Packers  shirt  to  work  last  Sat- 
urday. Exceptionally,  before 
the  NFC  play-off.  staff  were 
told  by  memo  they  could  wear 
“team  colours"  instead  of  reg- 
ular uniform.  Young,  a Red- 
skins fan,  reckoned  he  could 
“wear  the  colours  of  his 
choice".  Minyard  Food  Stores 
thought  otherwise.  He  went 
against  foe  grain  of  a corpo- 
rate advertising  campaign 
backing  the  Cowboys  and  Em- 
in itt  Smith,  said  the  boss.  “I 
have  no  other  choice  but  to 
terminate  you." 

MA's  ARMY  is  on  the 
march  for  Atlanta  via 
Songmao  in  south-western 
Yunnan  province.  The  Chi- 
nese coach  Ma  Junren  has 
taken  40  athletes  to  altitude 
training  (7.150ft).  “Watch  us 
tidy  up  the  foreigners  at  the 
Olympics,"  Ma  said  before 
imposing  a news  black-out. 
The  reconstituted  squad  is 
called  the  Liaoning  Women's 
Long  Distance  Running 
Team.  It  Includes  "a  teenage 
sensation  Jiang  Bo  and  men". 

LAST  week's  case  of  the 
Gulliver  girls  in  Lilliput 
briefs  who  were  disqualified 
from  their  third  place  in  the 
Florida  cross-country  cham- 
pionships for  taking  a short 
cut  — in  costume  not  course 
— was  heard  on  Saturday. 
The  state's  High  School  Activ- 
ities Association  declined  to 
reinstate  the  Miami  prepara- 
tory school  on  the  ground 
that,  if  it  did,  “the  authority 
of  the  officials  who  made  the 
decision  would  be  under- 
mined, even  though  the  ruling 
was  acknowledged  to  be  am- 
biguous and  will  be  altered”. 

Though  60  per  cent  of  Cali- 
fornian schools  wear  the 
shorts  disallowed  in  Florida. 
Marian  Krutulis,  director  of 
Gulliver,  says  the  school  can- 
not take  the  matter  further. 


But  parents  of  the  teenagers 
can,  and  are  considering  go- 
ing to  court.  Presumably  they 
will  be  well  briefed. 

ROMANIA'S  most  famous 
tennis  player,  now  49,  is 
to  run  for  Mayor  of  Bucharest 
under  the  slogan  “Hie  Nastase 
— an  honest  person".  Resi- 
dents complain  that  city  dig- 
nitaries enter  office  to  fill 
their  own  pockets.  Nastase 
may  not  need  to.  He  has 
homes  in  Paris  and  New 
York.  He  was  recently  elected 
as  a leading  member  of  Roma- 
nia’s ruling  party.  This  is 
Social  Democracy. 

MARK  RING,  who  has  had 
a roofing  business  in 
Cardiff,  was  already  spending 
less  time  on  foe  tiles.  Now  he 
is  leaving  Cardiff  altogether 
to  become  West  Hartlepool’s 
player-coach.  Last  month  he 
pledged  himself  to  stay.  This 
week  he  took  up  West’s 
renewed  offer,  increased  repor- 
tedly from  £40,000  to  £65,000. 
No  one,  including  team-mates 
on  the  field,  has  ever  known 
what  he  will  do  next 
He  and  Paul  Turner,  Sale's 
player-coach,  set  each  other 
dares.  One  was  a back-heeled 
conversion.  He  tried  it 
against  London  Welsh  and  hit 
the  post  and  trouble.  The 
Welsh,  losing  by  60-odd 
points,  complained  it  was  “in- 
sulting” and  Cardiff  carpeted 
him.  Another  dare  was  catch- 
ing a high  ball  behind  the 
back.  West’s  visit  to  Sale  on 
April  13  promises  fun. 

THE  Bath  Evening  Chroni- 
cle attributed  remarkable 
perception  in  its  report  on  the 
second  one-day  international 
in  South  Africa:  “I  would 
have  given  the  Man  of  the 
Match  award  to  Hicky,"  said 
Atherton.  “He  played  some 
great  shots  and  was  most  un- 
lucky to  be  given  out  before 
he  produced  an  innings  that 
none  of  us  will  forget” 

THE  Football  Association 
has  launched  an  advertis- 
ing campaign  at  women.  Un- 
convinced by  the  Premier 
League  survey  of  fans  which 
revealed  a significant  in- 
crease in  female  fans  — the 
significance  being  lost  In  self- 
confessed  suspect  methodolo- 
gy — foe  FA  has  full-page  ads 
in  Marie  Claire,  Cosmopoli- 
tan, Options  and  Elie.  Aimed 
at  ticket  sales  for  Euro  '96,  it 
shows  a woman  superim- 
posed with  “How  can  I lie 
back  and  think  of  England 
when  Venables  hasn't  final- 
ised the  squad?” 

Ailsa  Park,  a Stockport  fen 
and  one  of  foe  models  used  in 
the  campaign,  says:  “It  posi- 
tions women  in  a more  seri- 
ous way.  As  for  Euro  '96,  it 
provides  the  perfect  opportu- 
nity for  everyone  to  see  qual- 
ity teams."  She  has  shown 
her  know-how  by  getting  tick- 
ets for  Airfield,  not  Wembley. 
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Becker  survives  another  struggle,  page  1 3 
Illingworth  returns  to  the  attack,  page  1 4 


Platt  faces  a second  knee  operation,  page  14 
A snarl  from  the  missing  Pit-Bull,  page15_ 
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Pay-TV  fears 

mount  over 
Bruno  fight 


Andrew  Cuff  on  Murdoch  plans  to  charge 
£20  to  watch  showdown  with  Mike  Tyson 


THE  furore  over 
Rupert  Murdoch's 
increasing  domina- 
tion of  televised 
sport  intensified 
yesterday  as  it  emerged  that 
his  satellite  station  may 
charge  viewers  up  to  £20  to 
watch  Frank  Bruno's  world 
heavyweight  title  fight 
against  Mike  Tyson. 

BSkyB  is  considering  intro- 
ducing pay-per-view  to  Brit- 
ish TV  fbr  the  World  Boxing 
Council  fight  in  Las  Vegas  on 
March  16.  The  move  fuelled 
concern  at  Westminster  about 
the  way  in  which  Murdoch's 
satellite  channel  is  using  its 
inexhaustible  chequebook  to 
buy  up  Britain’s  sporting 
jewels. 

Last  night  Jack  Cunning- 
ham, the  shadow  National 
Heritage  secretary,  who  has 
already  pledged  Labour  to 
toughen  protection  for  eight 
top-listed  sports  events,  ex- 
pressed alarm  at  BSkyB's  lat- 
est moves. 

"Millions  of  people  in  Brit- 
ain are  increasingly  con- 
cerned about  the  fiiture  of 
sport  on  TV,"  he  said.  “That 
is  why  Labour  is  determined 
to  address  the  whole  issue  of 
televised  sport  in  the  Broad- 
casting Bill" 

A spokesman  for  Sky 
Sports  would  not  confirm 
reports  that  the  Bruno  fight  is 
to  be  used  to  pioneer  pay-per- 
view  technology.  "No  deci- 
sion has  been  taken  on  pay- 
per-view  and  when  it  might 
be  launched  and  what  kind  of 
programmes.  Pay-per-view  Is 
something  for  the  future,"  he 
said. 

Despite  BSkyB’s  reluctance 
to  confirm  the  plan,  the  head 
of  programming,  David  El- 
stem,  has  previously  hinted 
that  boxing  would  be  ideal  for 


pay-per-vtew.  Frank  Warren. 
Bruno's  promoter,  could  not 
be  contacted  for  comment  yes- 
terday but  was  understood  to 
be  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
experiment 

Bruno’s  victory  over  Oliver 
McCall  at  Wembley  that  gave 
him  the  title  last  September 
attracted  a record  satellite  au- 
dience of  3.43  million,  with  es- 
timates that  more  than  io  mil- 
lion watched  in  pubs  and 
dubs. 

BSkyB's  management  is 
understood  to  be  considering 


‘People  here 
are  becoming 
increasingly 
concerned  for 
the  future  of 
sport  on 
television’ 


a number  of  hurdles  that 
would  have  to  be  overcome, 
including  a potential  back- 
lash from  Sky  subscribers, 
who  already  pay  more  than 
£20  a month. 

The  legal  ramifications  of 
introducing  pay-per-view  to  a 
channel  for  which  customers 
already  subscribe  are  also 
being  examined.  There  are 
questions  as  to  whether 
BSkyB’s  subscriber-manage- 
ment centre  in  Livingston. 
Scotland  would  be  able  to 
cope  with  the  strain  of  pro- 
cessing payments  as  soon  as 
March. 

Discussions  are  also  taking 
place  over  pressure  from  the 


Bruno  camp  for  a share  of  the 
additional  revenue  generated 
by  pay-per-view  when  he 
fights  Tyson.  The  American's 
first  fight  after  release  from 
prison  grossed  more 
$ 105  million. 

Pay-per-view,  in  which 
special  decoder  charge  card 
has  to  be  used  to  unscramble 
the  picture,  has  been  common 
practice  in  the  United  States 
for  a decade  and  is  likely  soon 
to  become  a routine  feature  of 
Sky  Sports,  particularly  for 
Premiership  football. 

With  the  advent  of  digital 
satellite  technology  — provid- 
ing more  than  100  channels 
within'  the  next  year  — the 
station  could  screen  every 
Premiership  game,  charging 
individual  access  fees  for 
each  match. 

BSkyB’s  faith  in  boxing  was 
underlined  by  the  audience 
response  to  Bruno's  title 
fight  Warren,  who  has  put 
together  a two-year  boxing 
package  for  the  satellite 
station,  tia-a  claimed  that  the 
Wembley  contest,  which 
reached  82.5  per  cent  of  the 
satellite  station’s  subscribers, 
and  another  Involving  file 
World  Boxing  Organisation 
featherweight  cbampion 
Prince  Naseem  Hamed.  “are 
the  two  biggest  programmes 
ever  shown  on  Sky,  and  not 
just  sports  programmes". 

Warren  said  at  a sport  and 
television  seminar  this  week: 
“I  was  with  ITV  for  14  years 
but  what  neither  ITV  nor  the 
BBC  was  prepared  to  do  was 
to  commit  money  to  the  grass- 
roots development  of  sport, 
which  is  what  Sky  is  doing." 

The  BBC,  for  years  the  TV 
home  of  boxing,  has  virtually 
turned  its  back  on  the  sport 
Where  once  it  televised  even 
the  semi-finals  of  the  Ama- 
teur Boxing  Association 
championships  live  and  in 
their  entirety,  coverage  is 
now  reduced  to  nine  minutes 
of  highlights  from  the  finals. 


Watch  the  money-eating 
monster  in  your  front  room 


Ian  Katz  in  New  York  on  the  rise  of 
US  sport’s  least  popular  medium 


, AY-PER-VBEW  has  be- 
'come  a dirty  three-, 
legged  word  to  Ameri- 
can sports  fans  ever  since 
the  Industry  grew  out  of 
closed-circuit  television 
broadcasts  in  the  early 
Eighties. 

Recognised  as  money-spin- 
ners for  promoters  in  the 
Seventies,  pay-per-view 
broadcasts  were  first  con- 
fined to  boxing,  wrestling 
and  minority  US  interests 
such  as  soccer,  but  main- 
stream sports  have  begun  to 
abandon  the  free  airwaves. 

In  recent  seasons  several 
NBA  basketball  teams,  in- 
cluding die  Chicago  Bolls 
and  the  Phoenix  Suns,  have 
signed  deals  with  pay-per- 
view  companies  to  screen 
games  not  shown  on  free  TV. 
These  games  are  presented 
as  a bonus  to  the  usual 
schedule  -of  televised 
matches  and  fans  are  typi- 
cally offered  a ’'season- 
ticket'*  rate  for  all  games, 
but  the  flight  to  pay-per- 
view  is  the  subject  of  endless 


complaints  on  sports  pages 
across  the  United  States. 

Only  college  football 
games  are  shown  on  pay- 
per-view  — the  end-of-sea- 
son  bowls  are  still  screened 
free  — but  an  NFL  experi- 
ment with  satellite  TV  is 
seen  as  a prelude  to  a move 
to  the  more  lucrative  form 
of  broadcasting. 

Boxing,  however,  remains 
the  biggest  draw.  Mike  Ty- 
son’s 89-second  comeback 
against  Peter  McNeeley  last 


year  was  bought  by  1.5  mil- 
lion households,  eclipsing 
the  record  of  1.4  million  set 
by  the  1991  Evander  Holy- 
field  v George  Foreman 
fight. 

The  Tyson  fight  cost  pay- 
per-viewers  about  $30 
(£19.50)  a minute,  poor 
value  for  money,  and  one 
consequence  was  a backlash 
which  saw  the  promoter 
Don  King  choose  a firee-TV 
deal  with  Rupert  Murdoch's 
Fox  network  for  Tyson’s 
following  bout  with  Buster 
Mathis  Jr  in  November. 


The  appeal  of  pay-per- 
view  to  fighters  and  pro- 
moters is  easy  to  fathom: 
Tyson  got  $50  million  (£32 
million)  for  the  broadcast 
rights  to  the  McNeeley 
fight  compared  with  less 
than  $10  million  from  Fox. 

Despite  the  spectacular 
flop  of  a special  pay-per- 
view  “Trlplecast"  from  the 
1992  Olympics,  pay  TV  has 
continued  to  grow  rapidly, 
helped  by  improvements  in 
technology  which  have 
made  It  easier  to  order  pro- 
grammes. More  than  23 
million  households  are  now 
regaled  with  adverts  for 
pay-per-view  programmes 
on  several  so-called 
“barker”  channels,  up 
from  under  2 million  in 
1983. 

Viewers  can  request  films 
or  sporting  events  by  tele- 
phoning their  cable  or  sat- 
ellite company  or  ordering 
directly  from  special 
remote-control  units.  Fees, 
which  vary  from  $9.95 
(£6-50)  for  a college  football 
game  to  S44.95  (£29)  for  the 
Tyson-McNeeley  fight,  can 
be  paid  by  credit  card  or 
added  to  a subscriber’s 
monthly  bilL 


White  steps  up  to  open  for  England 

ENGLAND  will  experiment 
with  the  Yorkshire  all- 


rounder  Craig  White  as  an 
opener  as  they  seek  to  restore 
their  battered  morale  in 
today's  sixth  one-day  interna- 
tional against  South  Africa  in 
East  London. 

The  wicketkeeper  Jack  Rus- 
sell is  to  be  given  the  chance 


of  batting  at  No.  4 after  some 
perky  late- innings  hitting  ear- 
lier in  the  seven-match  series, 
which  England  have  already 
lost  through  going  4-1  down 
after  their  five-wicket  defeat 
in  Durban  on  Wednesday. 

There  was  no  room  in  the 
final  12-man  squad  named 
last  night  for  Dermot  Reeve. 


Mark  Raroprakash  or  Mike 
Watkinson.  All  three  must 
now  regard  their  chances  of 
making  England’s  World  Cup 
14  as  being  very  slim. 

Phil  De Freitas  is  the  seam 
bowler  nested,  and  Alec  Stew- 
art is  unavailable  for  the  day- 
night  game  because  of  his  fin- 
ger injury. 


CHAMPION  OUT  OF  AUSTRALIAN  OPEN 


Frank  Keating 


D! 


OUBLE  CHECK— 

| passports,  pounds, 
i punts,  francs,  tickets. 

train,  plane,  wives, 

mistresses,  hotels,  hip-flasks, 
and  various  bars,  boulevards, 
restaurants  for  rendezvous 
with  friends  whom  you  last  left 
with  the  bleary  morning-after 
fihihilant  sherta  inties  of  “Be 
shure  to  shee  you  next  year". 

Alors.  bejasus.  och-aye,  and 
what-ho.  Here  we  go  again. 

The  Five  Nations.  Le  weekend 
perdu. 

Those  superior  souls  of  rug- 
by's southern  hemisphere 
have  sneered  for  years  at 
Europe's  Five  Nations.  Sheer 
green-eyed  jealousy.  At  first  . 
time  of  asking  the  big  ones 
down  there  have  now  signed 
up  for  their  own  annual  Three 

Nations  Championship-  It  will 
be  nothing  like  the  same.  You 
cannot  “invent”  traditions,  ’ 
which  must  be  matured  in  the 
cask  of  umpteen  decades.  Like 
the  five  Nations. 

This  season’s  champion- 
ship. which  kicks  off  tomor- 
row in  Paris  and  Dublin,  looks 
to  have  all  the  competitive 
makings  with  knobs  on.  Any 
season  promises  riches  when 
the  French  boast  being  brim- 
ful! and  in  the  trim  and  as  pre- 
match  cocksure  as  their 
knights  once  at  Agincourt — 
“let  us  but  blow  on  them,  the 
vapour  of  our  valour  o'erturns 
Englishmen"  ~ and  a new  Ire- 
land team  fancy  their  chances 
with  a sober  realism  rather 
than  just  a gorgeous  clamor- 
ous pessimism. 

For  the  first  time  in  yonks 
England  gingerly  tiptoe  to 
France.  The  novel  feeling 
might  yet  serve  them  well. 
They  have  nothing  to  lose. 

Two  true  chevaliers  of  Eng- 
land, Carling  and  Guscott, 
both  turned  30  last  year.  They 
are  marked  tomorrow  by  two 
callow  copains  of  barely  20. 
There's  a game  in  a match  for 
you. 


Exit  line . . . Pierce  leaves  the  court  after  her  ‘off-day’  defeat  photograph:  tommy  htndley 

Pierce  blunders  to  the 
earliest  exit  in  25  years 


E 


NGLAND’s  supporters 
jeered  at  Twickenham 
last  month  when  the 
team  kicked  penalties 
and  did  not  run  In  60  points 
against  Western  Samoa,  but 
tomorrow  the  visiting  throng 
will  be  pin-drop  silent  and 
genuflecting  in  prayer  if  Paul 
Grayson  goes  fbr  goal  in  the 
last  minute  for  a win  by  3-0. 

Grayson  represents  another 
reason  why  this  latest  series  is 


particularly  garnished  with 
relish.  He  is  an  eager  new 
No.  10  to  the  ancient  manor  1 

boro.  In  Gregor  Townsend, 
Scotland  field  another  in  Dub- 
lin. Wales  as  well,  in  a fort- 
night when  they  open  their 
championship  drapes,  with 
their  spindly  man-child  Arwel 
Thomas,  who  by  all  accounts 
looked  toe  right  stuff  at  Arms 
Park  on  Tuesday. 

Oh,  tor  them  to  endure  as 
three  grand  playmakers  of  the 
legendary  line — prepared  to 
be  conductor,  orchestra  tor. 
first  violin,  cymbals,  pro- 
ducer,  focus-cameraman,  edi- 
tor and  director,  to  call  the 
shots  and  carry  the  can  (and 
mix  the  metaphors.'). 

What  you  can  already 
glimpse  in  toe  trio  recalls  a 
conversation  between  that 
duo  of  the  same  lore,  Mike  Gib- 
son and  Barry  John.  during 
the  long  flight  with  the  Lions 
to  New  Zealand  in  1971. 

“Have  you  noticed,” 
remarked  Mike,  “that  how 
your  opposing  fly-half  acts  in 
the  couple  of  minutes  before 
kick-off  informs  you  with  cer-. 
tainty  if  itfs  going  to  bea  jolly 
good  game  or  not?" 

“Exactly,*’  enthused  Barry, 
leaping  to  the  theme,  “you  just 
need  to  see  their  team  run  on 
to  the  field  to  tell  which  is  the 
fly-half.  See  how  he  demands 
the  ball  and  twiddles  and 
twirls  it  about  a twitch  with 
delight  and  glee  and  anticipa- 
tion and  strut  . . . On  toe  other 
hand,  if  the  guy  with  10  on  hlsQ^- 
back  ambles  out  slings  one 
desultory  pass  to  a mate  and 
then  priuti  ngly  waits  for  kick- 
off with  his  arms  folded  and 
eyes  dufl,  it’s  99  percent  cer- 
tain all  of  us  might  as  wellgo 
hnma  there  and  then." 

NOT  all  kids' stuff.  For 
Ireland,  doughty  Eric 
the  Good  keeps  his 
hand  and  unerring 
old  boot  an  the  tiller,  but  tor 
France,  Lacroix  pulls  on  the 
No.  10  jersey  which,  had  he 
worn  it  at  the  World  Cup, 
might  have  won  the  whole 
thingfor  the  Allez  cats.  You 
can  make  out  a case  that  Dey- 
laudatflylostitfortbem,  so 
out  of  sorts  and  shoe-shuffling 
glum  was  he.  so  flour-faced  and 
slack-gowned  a pierrot  come- 
dian itwas  as  if  Tati  was  direc- 
tor for  laughs, not  Berbizier. 
Methinks  Lacroix  will  be  an 
altogether  crisper  cross  fte- 
England  to  crack. 


Le  Parc  and  lovely  Lans- 
downe  are  daunting  for  visi- 
tors. But  what  a nice  weekend 
line  by  tbe  former  England 
stalwart  Jeff  Probyn,  recalling 
his  first  match  in  Paris  in  1988. 
As  he  tremulously  entered  the 
raucous  bearpit,  his  mentor 
Paul  Rendall  told  the  tyro: 
Don’t  worry  about  these 
60,000  French,  mate,  just  think 
of  the  20  million  in  front  of  the 
telly  back  home."  Pretisement. 


David  Irvine  in  Melbourne 


O  ONE  can  erase  Mary 
Pierce's  name  from  the 
Grand  Slam  roll  of  hon- 
our but  among  toe  elite  septet 
who  have  won  the  women’s 
singles  titles  in  tbe  last  eight 
years,  toe  Australian  cham- 
pion of  just  12  months  ago. 
more  than  any  other,  should 
count  her  blessings  at  finding 
herself  in  such  company. 

Yesterday  the  first  French- 
woman to  win  a major  singles 
championship  since  open  ten- 
nis started,  looked  anything 


Likhovtseva . . . meticulous 


but  a champion  as  she  took 
her  leave  in  the  second  round 
at  Flinders  Park  — the  earli- 
est exit  any  holder  had  made 
in  over  a quarter  of  a century. 

Pierce,  showing  appalling 
incompetence,  was  outplayed 
6-4.  6-4  by  the  player  ranked 
51  in  the  world.  Elena  Llkhot- 
seva  of  Alma-Ata  in  Kazakh- 
stan. It  had  been  an  off-day. 
Pierce  said. 

Always  a one-dimensional 
player  with  a heavy  reliance 
on  her  pounding  forehand, 
Pierce  looked  more  like  a nov- 
ice than  a champion  as  she 
floundered  her  way  to  defeat. 
Her  total  inability'  to  change 
her  tactics  or  even  play  with 
prudence  was  bewildering. 

Sadly  her  post-match  com- 
ments were  in  keeping  with 
her  performance.  "There  is  al- 
ways another  year,"  she  said. 
“And  this  gives  me  more  time 
to  got  ready  for  my  next  tour- 
nament." That  is  in  Paris, 
when  Steffi  Graf  is  expected  to 
make  her  comeback  — and  by 
then  Pierce  will  have  fallen 
out  of  the  Top  Ten. 

All  told,  her  35  unforced 
errors  made  up  almost  50  per 
cent  of  the  points  won  by  the 
patient  but  meticulous  Lik- 
hovtseva. At  20,  her  career  is 
rich  In  promise  and  she  made 
U clear  that  she  can  now  live 
with  the  power  players. 


Becker  battle,  page  13 


She  cites  a chat  show  where  a participant  coming  out  as  gay  was  cheered, 
while  another,  declaring  himself  bisexual,  was  booed.  The  explanation  is  not 
difficult  to  find.  Since  Aids,  homosexuals  may  be  viewed  with  sympathy,  even 
admiration,  but  bisexuals  are  seen  as  criminals,  creeping  out  to  roll  in  the 
gay  trough  and  then  sneaking  back  to  infect  their  innocent  wives  and  children. 
George  Melly,  book  review 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  20,553 

Set  by  Shed 


Across 


8 Surrealist  to  snoop  around 
and  get  knotted  (8) 

9 Empty  grave  featured  in  a 
honor  writer’s  dimax  (6) 

10  Believes  taking  the  veil 
repelled  22dn$  (4) 

11  Merry  exchange  about  non- 
U writer  and  conductor  (10) 

12  Annoyance  at  outset  of  the 
game  (6) 

14  Audio  equipment,  etc,  return- 
ed without  advantage  (8) 

15  Powerful  in  past,  present 
and  future,  say  (7) 

17  Alternatively,  betwice  10  in 
Uganda  (7) 

20  Gin  and  offal  from  Cologne 
we  consumed  (8) 

22  Norman  lore?  (6) 

23  Have  second  thoughts 
about  Bishop  flanking  City 
in  play  (10) 


24  Itfcfor  goring  fish  (4) 

25  Subtly  divest  of  coat  (6) 

26  Faithless  woman’s  wanton 
disgraces  lacking  force  (8) 

Down 

1 Yorick,  say;  firm  in  the 
middle  (8) 

2 Deep  sea  dweller  (4) 

3 Rock  and  stake  used  for 
killing  people  (6) 

4 Counsel  one  finishing  up 
bigoted  (7) 

5 Cheese  from  the  h!H  getting 
number  below  par  (8) 

6 1 s keep  IQ  confused  by 
jan3onese13(1Q) 

7 Order  what’s  in  the  cream  (6) 

13  Men  due,  perhaps,  to  receive 

scheme  far  non-22dns  (10) 

16  Southern  playwright 
keeping  second  one  on  the 
shelf  (8) 
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18  Ordered  to  swallow  Jam, 
having  obstruction  (8) 

19  Court  composer  first  to  see 
outcome 'm  court  (7) 

21  Feel  bad  about  the  length 
of  the  bedchamber  (6) 

22  Frying-pan  keeping  Iona 
and  queen  Sn  hand  (6) 

24  After  what  6 are  after.(4) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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